ANDY CARS 

of Llantwit Major 
and COWBRIDGE 
Private Hire Taxis 


Any Distance • Airports 
Contracts *4-8 Seats 

01446 796777 

Email: 

andrew.brownOl @ 
btconnect.com J 
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SHOPS TO CLOSE FOR PROTEST MARCH 

Friday is demo 
day for "save 
cattle market’ 
campaigners 


YSGOLIOLO MORGANWG 
BOOST FOR SPORT RELIEF 


COWBRIDGE 
may have a reputa¬ 
tion as a quiet, leafy 
town - but this 
Friday, people will 
be out on the 
streets, in a protest 
aimed at keeping its 
cattle market. 

At 3pm this Friday 
(April 13) some shops 
are expected to shut their 
doors so that staff can 
join a protest march 
from the town hall to the 
site of the cattle market. 

It is not, however, 
intended to be a traders- 
only protest. Any 
Cowbridge resident who 
agrees with its aims is 
asked to come along and 
bring family and friends. 

Alun John, the chair¬ 
man of the Cowbridge 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


Chamber of Trade, told 
The GEM: “We are hop¬ 
ing for a really big turn¬ 
out, to send a strong 
message to the Vale 
Council.” 

In the Local 
Development Plan 
(LDP) the Vale Council 
has earmarked the site of 
the cattle market for 
housing and it has invit¬ 
ed bidders to submit 
plans for an extra care 
complex for the elderly. 

The campaign to keep 
the cattle market has 
snowballed in recent 
weeks, and it now has 
the support of the town 
council, the chamber of 
trade, the Cowbridge 
Residents’ Group, the 
NLU and LUW, and 
cross-party support from 


100 YEARS OLD! 

A LOCAL school celebrated its cente¬ 
nary last week in fine style. 

To see how the pupils marked the occa¬ 
sion, turn to page 4. 


local politicians. 

The campaign is put¬ 
ting forward a two¬ 
pronged argument. 

1. Losing the cattle 
market would erode the 
individuality of the 
Vale’s only market town. 
The closure of the mar¬ 
ket would also lead to 
the loss of trade associ¬ 
ated with the event. 

2. There would be a 
loss of 200 parking 
spaces and it is argued 
that this could have seri¬ 
ous consequences for 
businesses in the town. 

Last year, the opera¬ 
tors of the market were 
granted a last-minute 
reprieve from closure 
when the Vale Council 
agreed a 12-month deal. 

The GEM under¬ 
stands that a similar deal 
may be on the cards this 
year, but the campaign¬ 
ers want to deal with the 
issue once and for all by 
getting the site protected 
in the LDP. 

Alun John said: 


“There is wide-ranging 
support for this cam¬ 
paign - a tidal wave of 
public opinion. 

“We have local 
groups on board, and 
support from national 
politicians. We think that 
our local politicians 
should listen to the 
strength of public opin¬ 
ion.” 



ABOVE: Pupils at Ysgol lolo Morganwg recently enjoyed fundraising 
for Sport Relief - and received some rugby coaching at the same time! 
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Charity stands to benefit 
as Liz takes on marathon 


A FORMER 

Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School student, 
whose closest asso¬ 
ciation with sport 
was serving in a 
rugby club bar (!) is 
running the 

London Marathon 
for a disability 
charity. 

Liz Harris (30) who 
grew up in Cowbridge 
and now works for an IT 
company, has been get¬ 
ting fit for the ultimate 
challenge by running a 
half marathon and lap¬ 
ping an airfield made 
famous by the Top Gear 
TV programme with 
Jeremy Clarkson. 

Liz told The GEM: “I 
grew up in Cowbridge 
and my family are still 
based there, running a 
local soft furnishing 
business. 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


“I attended 

Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School, 
but I will not be remem¬ 
bered for being an ath¬ 
lete! 

“My involvement in 
sports consisted of 
working at the bar of the 
local rugby club and 
preparing the after¬ 
match refreshments for 
several years.” 

However, a move to 
university in Guildford, 
Surrey a few years ago, 
led to a change of heart 
and Liz became some¬ 
thing of a fitness fanatic. 

She said: “I started off 
with the Race for Life 
and this has snowballed 
over the years, to the 
Great South Run, Great 
North Run - and even 
progressed as far as 
doing the London 
Moonwalk - walking 26 
miles around London 


through the night in a 
bra! 

“For the last couple of 
years, I have been 
involved with a charity 
in Guildford called 
Disability Challengers. 

“It’s a great charity 
that offers any child or 
young person with any 
impairment a place to be 
social, have fun and 


learn to make free choic¬ 
es in a safe environment 
as well as allowing their 
parents some free time! 

“I have mainly volun¬ 
teered at their Saturday 
club, which I find a very 
rewarding experience, as 
it enables children, no 
matter what their impair¬ 
ment, to be free to have 
fun and enjoy being 
young. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 4) 



Liz Harris has a big 
date on April 22 - 
The Virgin London 
Marathon. 
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At Scott Wroe Hearing you will find 
independent advice on the most suitable 
hearing aid for your specific needs. 

From basic models to the world’s 
most advanced, Sue and Scott Wroe 
will provide a friendly and professional 
approach to your hearing difficulties. 

For more information or to arrange 
an appointment, please telephone 

02920 707760 

Scott Wroe Hearing Centre, 
I Station Approach, 
Penarth, 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF64 3EE 

(FREE PARKING OPPOSITE THE SHOP) 


All hearing aids come with a 30-day free 
trial 

Full aftercare service included with every 
hearing aid 

Stockist of the world’s finest hearing 
aids 

Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 


Scott Wroe 
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LDP... it’s just a 
‘developers’ charter’ 


1 AM glad to see 
from the latest 
edition of The 
GEM that you are 
now publishing let¬ 
ters critical of the 
council’s Local 
Development Plan. 

Further to the con¬ 
cerns raised by your 
readers, I wish to add 
that the Local 
Development Plan’s pro¬ 
posed large development 
of some 345 houses in 
the south-east of 
Llantwit Major is actual¬ 
ly on greenfield land that 
is, and always has been, 
part of the protected and 
nationally important 
Glamorgan Heritage 
Coast. 

The LDP states that 
the site “adjoins” the 
Heritage Coast, but it 
only “adjoins” the 
Heritage Coast because 
the LDP itself has 
included the land within 
its new Llantwit Major 
town boundary, thereby 
summarily stripping the 
land of its protection and 
acquiring it for develop¬ 
ment! 

Coun Ernest’s letter 
(GEM, April 5) concern¬ 
ing the proposed devel¬ 
opments in Lavernock 
mentions the “relatively 


‘FocusBARRY 
is not a 
political party’ 


1 WANT to com¬ 
ment on the 
allegation that 
Cemetery 
Approach is all 
that FocusBARRY 
has to offer (GEM 
letters, March 22). 

Since January, when 
the political parties 
started to announce their 
u-tums on Cemetery 
Approach, there have 
been 13 related items in 
The GEM, just three of 
them were endorsed 
from FocusBARRY sup¬ 
porters. 

I don’t have all copies 
of The GEM, but since 
last August, 
FocusBARRY support¬ 
ers have commented 27 
times, on 16 different 
issues. 

They include the 
LDP; dog mess; Link 
Road; Regeneration 
Board; Watchtower; 
Royal Hotel; Dow 
Corning; Barry Island 
footbridge; Councillor 
Ernest; leisure and com¬ 
munity centres; White 


Farm, and the cinema. 
How many other groups 
have publicly comment¬ 
ed to the same extent? 

FocusBARRY offers a 
lot. We have a constitu¬ 
tion and agreed values 
and principles. It is not 
the purpose of the group 
to promote single issues, 
but speakers have been 
invited to our meetings 
to outline their interests 
or campaigns. 

FocusBARRY is not a 
political party and read¬ 
ers can expect a lot 
more mis-information 
along these lines during 
the coming election. 

It’s time the politi¬ 
cians in the Vale 
realised that there is 
more to life, and better 
ways of doing things, 
than obedience to a 
political party. 

FocusBARRY is not 
standing for election, 
but we will be support¬ 
ing, as best we can, 
some independent can¬ 
didates. 

Dennis Harkus 
Chair, FocusBARRY 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 
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easy to satisfy” tests that 
each candidate site for 
development must pass 
before inclusion in the 
LDP. 

However, this site in 
Llantwit Major failed 
even these “easy” tests - 
the council’s own sus¬ 
tainability appraisal 
report (part of the LDP 
process) concludes that 
the site’s “positive 
scores...are significantly 
outweighed by the nega¬ 
tives identified” (page 
1712), and yet it has still 
been included in the 
LDP. 

If the council can 
approve an unsustainable 
housing development on 
a greenfield site within 
the Glamorgan Heritage 
Coast, there is no area of 
land in the Vale, whatev¬ 
er level of protection it 
currently enjoys, that is 
safe from future devel¬ 
opment. 

The LDP is truly a 
developers’ charter. 

It is to be hoped that 
the independent planning 
inspector, and (hopeful¬ 
ly) a new council after 
the May election, will 
sort this mess out. 

Paul Brindley, 

Llantwit Major 


IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous 
mail. T ETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS AND A CONTACT 

TELEPHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial2atindlenews. co.uk 


Barry Sports Centre 
- a priority, or not? 


I T seems to me 
that even 
though the 
Conservatives con¬ 
trol the Vale 
Council’s purse 
strings, how they 
allocate the peo¬ 
ple’s money 
remains a mystery. 

Let’s take the Barry 
Sports Centre refurbish¬ 
ment as an example of a 
worthwhile project: 

The last estimate to 
restore it so that it is fit 
for purpose was around 


£400,000. That is a lot 
of money, but it’s only 
because it has been 
allowed to deteriorate 
for many years. 

During those years, 
the Conservatives con¬ 
trolled the Vale 
Council’s spending pri¬ 
orities for the vast 
majority of that time, so 
they cannot blame any 
other political party. 

It is disgraceful that 
they have allowed this 
landmark building to 
fall into such decay that 
it now requires such a 
large sum to be spent. 

• 9 


Marconi’s link 
with Flat Holm 


FLAT HOLM 
Island has a very 
important link with 
Marconi, as the 
world’s first radio 
message over water 
was sent from the 
Island to 
Lavernock Point. 

This year, close to the 
date of International 
Marconi Day and the 
anniversary of the sink¬ 
ing of the Titanic, the 
Flat Holm Society pres¬ 
ents a unique event - 
the true story of a young 
Welshman, who heard 
the distress call from the 
Titanic on his home¬ 
made radio; performed 
in song and story by sto¬ 
rytellers Eirwen Malin 


and Phil Thomas. 

There will also be a 
radio station set up 
especially for the 
evening and original 
photographic plates 
belonging to the young 
radio ham, for all 
attending to view. 

This special event will 
take place on April 26, 
in the Council Chamber 
of County Hall, Atlantic 
Wharf, Cardiff Bay. 
Tickets, £5 on the door - 
limited spaces. 

The performance will 
start at 7.30pm, but the 
photographic plates can 
be viewed from 7pm 
onwards. All proceeds 
go to Flat Holm Society. 
Glynis Parsons 
Chair, Flat Holm 
Society 


HISTORIC FIRST 
FOR BARRY! 


T HIS year, 
April 6 
marked the 
95th anniversary of 
the United States 
declaring war on 
Germany and the 
central powers dur¬ 
ing World War 
One. 

On that day, sauer¬ 
kraut was renamed ‘lib¬ 
erty cabbage’ and the 
war took ‘sauerkraut’ on 
a linguistic and military 
aspect. 

Barry has a little foot¬ 
note in its own history to 
go with this dramatic, 
and conflict-changing 
declaration, as our then 
small town in Wales was 
the first location in 
Europe where American 
troops landed en route to 
the Western Front. 

One TV documentary 
of the period states that 
Liverpool was the first 
place of disembarkation, 


I am reliably informed 
that more than 3,000 
residents regularly rely 
on Barry Sports Centre 
to play their sports 
every week. 

Whilst the funding 
required is significant, it 
would benefit all those 
Vale residents. So, 
should the council pri¬ 
oritise spending in a 
way that will benefit the 
largest number of 
ratepayers? 

Should they make 
their priority those with 
the greatest need or not? 

It appears to me that 
they do not and it is 
absolutely scandalous 
that they haven’t. 

I can’t help wondering, 
what were the criteria 
for ignoring Barry 
Sports Centre. 

I know that a feasibil¬ 
ity study was undertak¬ 
en some years ago look¬ 
ing into the possibility 
of building houses on 
the site; but this uncov¬ 
ered a restrictive 
covenant preserving the 
playing field status. 

I understand that all 
playing fields were to 
be re-registered as part 


of the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee year, but only 
the Butts has been re¬ 
registered, omitting the 
sports centre fields. 

Will this have the 
effect of weakening the 
restrictive covenant? 

Council politicians 
often spend money on 
popular community 
projects just before elec¬ 
tions and Barry Sports 
Centre is one such proj¬ 
ect, important not just to 
the residents of Dyfan 
but to residents through¬ 
out the Vale. 

I know that Dyfan 
ward has always been a 
political battleground 
and they have had four 
years to resolve this 
issue. 

So come on, Coun 
Kemp, when can we 
expect to hear the long 
overdue announcement 
that you are going to 
pledge £400,000 to 
refurbish Barry Sports 
Centre? 

Anthony G Powell 
Barry 


‘ Have a care for 
those who have 
to clean up litter’ 


but as the famous photo¬ 
graph showing GIs lined 
up for inspection in 
Kings Square, Barry, 
shows, this is a calumny, 
or at least a historical 
mistake, made many 
years ago by the docu¬ 
mentary film makers. 

For proof of this, I 
cite Dr Jonathan Hicks 
of Barry, headteacher at 
St Cyres School, 

Penarth, who verified 
this account when I 
raised it with him recent¬ 
ly- 

After parading 
through Barry from the 
docks, and being munic¬ 
ipally inspected by the 
mayor, the troops trav¬ 
elled by ship to 
Liverpool, where they 
were then filmed coming 
down the gangplank. 

Another first for 
Barry and the Vale of 
Glamorgan! 

Christopher Short, 
Barry 


I S it fair that 
people are pre¬ 
pared to dump 
rubbish, furniture, 
etc without a care 
about whom it 
offends and for 
those who have to 
clear up their mess 
after them? 

Attached is a photo¬ 
graph recently taken in a 
back lane and the 
Coldbrook Stream in 
Cadoc. 

Can I put on record 
my thanks for the work 
the Vale Council officers 
and those from the 
Probation Service who 
clean up the mess from 
indiscriminating dump- 




ing that occurs in Cadoc 
ward and elsewhere in 
the Barry and the bor¬ 
ough generally? 

Without them carry¬ 
ing on this work, one 
can only imagine what 
the borough would look 
l ik e. They do a tremen¬ 
dous job, without thanks 
and keep our communi¬ 
ties as clean as they can. 

I would urge everyone 
to use the excellent recy¬ 
cling sites and amenity 
sites to dump their rub¬ 
bish, or call the council 
on 01446 700111 to 
arrange a free collection. 
Coun Neil Moore, 

Vale Council, 

Labour councillor for 
Cadoc ward, Barry 


‘DON’T WRECK 
THE REC...’ 


1 AM disgusted 
with the way 
the council has 
let litter accumu¬ 
late in the region of 
the swings on the 
rec. 

There is so much 
there it is difficult to 
see any green - it is 
white with litter. We’re 
lucky the wind is not 
up, as the litter would 
have ended up all over 
Llantwit. A couple of 


weeks ago, you adver¬ 
tised for support of a 
litter pick on Llantwit 
beach. The rec is get¬ 
ting in the same state. 

On second thoughts, 
it would be better to 
give the council the old 
toe treatment by pub¬ 
lishing this letter. 

Please stop the Rec 
turning into a wreck. 
Robert Davies 
Llantwit Major 
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LDP: Dinas Powys 
people are thanked 

M AY I, through your newspaper, 
thank all those who attended 
our public meeting in Dinas 
Powys to discuss the Vale Council’s Local 
Development Plan. 

I should also like to thank all those who con¬ 
tributed to the consultation exercise, and delivered 
their representations to the council, regarding 
specifically the housing plans for the village. We 
now await the inpector’s decision. 

Coun Christopher Williams, 

Chairman- Dinas Powys Community Council 
(Elected member, democratic services 
Vale Council / Cyngor Bro Morgannwg) 

‘Happy birthday 
to Bro Radio’ 

A S chair of the 
Barry YMCA 
Hub board of 
management, I am 
very proud of every¬ 
thing both Bro Radio 
and YMCA have 
achieved over the last 
three years, working 
in partnership for 
the good of the com¬ 
munity. 

Our continued work 
in developing communi¬ 
ty radio, supporting 
young people and volun¬ 
teers is going from 
strength-to- strength. 

This partnership is now 


moving into its next 
phase and I am looking 
forward to all the excit¬ 
ing opportunities that 
will develop from it. 

So Happy Birthday, 
Bro, congratulations on 
your work and we look 
forward to continuing 
our partnership in the 
years ahead. 

A great community 
radio station for Barry 
and the Vale. 

Chris Elmore 
(Chair - Barry YMCA 
Hub Management 
Committee) 

Safe to stop? 

1 HAVE noticed, over the last few days, 
that a bus stop has appeared at the 
junction of the A48 with the turning to 
Colwinston. 

Considering that there are hatch markings at this 
point and, therefore, is an area to allow drivers to 
turn right, would this be considered commonsense 
and safe? In my opinion, I think not. 

David Jones, Cowbridge 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL APRIL 19) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

12 Thur 

11.14 

8.7 

23.41 

8.6 

13 Fri 



12.13 

8.2 

14 Sat 

00.48 

8.1 

13.29 

7.7 

15 Sun 

02.11 

7.8 

14.49 

7.7 

16 Mon 

03.26 

7.9 

16.11 

8.1 

17 Tues 

04.34 

8.3 

17.07 

8.4 

18 Wed 

05.25 

8.7 

17.51 

8.8 

19 Thur 

06.09 

9.1 

18.28 

9.1 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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LOCAL SCHOOL PUTS ITS 
MUSICAL TALENT ON SHOW 

m - ^^ :-x 



The variety showcase at Llansannor school was a huge success. 


Students talk about 
their ‘life-changing’ 
experience in Africa 




Left to right: Alice Fisher, Dan Williams and Flo Booth. 


THE recent Bonvilston 
Reading Room AGM saw an 
enthusiastic group of villagers 
attend. 

The election of the new committee 
brought in three new members - a 
very welcome addition. One long¬ 
standing member, Mrs Mary Provis, 
stepped down from active duty after 
decades of service to the village. 

After the AGM, questions were 
raised regarding the report published 
following the recent village consulta¬ 
tion. This report has been sent out to 
all those who attended and it is 
planned that it will be issued to every 
household in the village. 

Some of the ideas arising from the 
consultation will be discussed at the 
next Reading Room committee meet¬ 
ing. 

Following tea and biscuits, a group 


of students from Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School gave a very 
interesting presentation on their visit 
to the Geodgedacht Trust in South 
Africa in 2011. 

Dan Williams, Flo Booth and Alice 
Fisher gave a summary of the work 
carried out by the trust in providing 
opportunities for disadvantaged chil¬ 
dren in South Africa. 

They described the visit to the trust 
as life-changing, providing them with 
the opportunity to work with a group 
of children who were much less fortu¬ 
nate than themselves. 

The evening was concluded with a 
brief update on the village history 
project and what work remains to be 
done. If anyone is interested in helping 
please contact history @bonvilstonvil- 
lage.co.uk. It’s fascinating what you 
can find out about where you live! 

PF 


Speaker tells of the 
"rubbish tip wot I built!’ 


ABOVE: 

The choir were in fine voice as 
Llansannor school unveiled its 
pupils musical talent. 

CAOS revives 
the Wild West 


AFTER a winter of 
rehearsing, CAOS 
are bringing a 
touch of the Wild 
West to the Vale 
this spring. 

Their 2012 produc¬ 
tion is Calamity Jane , 
which re-creates the 
famous 1953 film star¬ 
ring Doris Day and 
Howard Keel. Featuring 
all the famous songs 
such as Deadwood 
Stage, Windy City and 
Secret Love, along with 
many others, this family 
friendly musical is guar¬ 
anteed to entertain. 

Under the direction 
of Mary Jeffreys and 
the baton of John 


Murray, local talent 
such as Joanne Lee 
Mallett and Nick James 
as Calamity and Wild 
Bill, with a full support¬ 
ing cast and orchestra, 
bring this story to life. 

The show runs from 
April 18-21 at 7.30pm 
at Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive School. 

Tickets are now 
available from society 
members, Chris 
Williams Optometrist 
Llantwit Major, Davies 
Newsagents Cowbridge, 
and from 01446 
773169. 


AS a past pupil of 
Llansannor school, 
I was delighted to 
be invited back to 
enjoy a variety 
showcase last week, 
performed by the 
junior children. 

The master of cere¬ 
monies, Alan 

Armstrong, kicked off 
the evening and com¬ 
manded the audience 
throughout with his 
impeccable comedic 
timing, a comic pres¬ 
ence that even Bruce 
Forsyth would have 
been proud of. 

The school choir 
were the first to per¬ 
form with an emotional 
rendition of Adele’s hit 
song ‘Someone Like 
You’ which left a lump 
in the throats of moth¬ 
ers and fathers alike. 

Next they put on 
their dancing shoes 
and choreographed 
and sang ‘What Makes 
You Beautiful’ by One 
Direction, with solos 
from year-6 pupils 
Alys, Grace and 
Caitlin. 

They also appeared 
to end proceedings 
with a passionate ver¬ 
sion of ‘Sospan Fach’. 

Not only did the 
choir show off their 
vocal prowess, the 
year-6 children sang 
their version of ‘Bread 
of Heaven’ and year-4 
sung their hearts out 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 


with ‘I’ll Be There’. 

Signing wasn’t the 
only talent on display, 
though. As a collective, 
the year-5 pupils have 
been learning to play 
brass instruments and 
gave a gallant perform¬ 
ance. No one would 
ever have guessed they 
had only been learning 
since September. Other 
musical showcases 
came from the three 


saxophonists Owen, 
Evan and Iestyn and a 
trio of guitar players; 
Harry, Sandy and 
Caitlin. 

All in all, the per¬ 
formances displayed a 
fantastic array of musi¬ 
cal talent and made for 
a truly fantastic 
evening which teachers 
and parents thoroughly 
enjoyed. 

Bethan Howard 


PRESIDENT Jan 
Foyle opened the 
April meeting at 
the village hall and 
welcomed speaker, 
David Bray, whose 
talk was entitled 
‘The rubbish tip 
wot I built’ 

This did sound an 
unlikely title to interest a 
group of WI ladies. 
However, David has a 
keen sense of humour 
and his talk both inter¬ 
ested and amused us. 

He worked for the 
Cardiff Council for 40 
years, and during his last 
12 years was director of 
refuse disposal. 

Before the develop¬ 
ment of Cardiff Bay, 
there was a large infill 
site in Ferry Road. With 
the development of the 
bay for housing and 
restaurants, this became 
an unsuitable location, 
and it was relocated to 
the other side of the city. 

David told us in a 
humorous manner about 
some of the difficulties 
he encountered. 

The new site was a 
habitat for a rare breed 
of insect and wild flow¬ 
ers, and these had to be 
preserved. 

There were footpaths 
on the site which had 
been used by ramblers 
and horse riders, and it 
required tact to resolve 
this. It was made easier 
as ramblers and horse 
riders do not always see 
eye to eye! 

Refuse attracts seag¬ 
ulls and there is a large 
population of seagulls 
around the Cardiff coast¬ 
line. Three types of birds 


NEWS FROM 
Y STRADOWEN 
WI BRANCH 


of prey were brought in 
to deal with this - buz¬ 
zards, falcons and just 
one very large owl. 

The owl flew low 
down so the gulls felt 
safe flying above him. 
They then met up with 
the falcons who flew 
higher up. The gulls 
thought they were clever 
and moved up even 
higher. Not so clever 
after all, as they met up 
with the buzzards. This 
action brought in com¬ 
plaints from local own¬ 
ers of homing pigeons! 

Finally, the site was 
ready for use and a 
grand opening took 
place. 

Reports of rare insects 
and plants attracted the 
attention of David 
Attenborough and he 
reported this on the 
BBC. Trevor 
MacDonald from ITV 
News also reported the 
new infill site. 

A vote of thanks was 


given by Eileen Love. 

Jan Foyle chaired the 
business for the month: 
Arrangements for the 
summer outing to 
Llandrindod Wells have 
been finalised, the coach 
is booked and the com¬ 
mittee decided on a buf¬ 
fet meal at lunch time. 

Jan and Moira had 
attended a meeting with 
other WI groups in the 
Vale to assess the suc¬ 
cess on the way we run 
our meetings. From the 
discussions, they both 
felt our meetings were 
successful and our mem¬ 
bers friendly and wel¬ 
coming. 

It was agreed to hold 
our charity walk for 
Macmillan again this 
year, and maybe next 
year to support a differ¬ 
ent charity. There will be 
no walk in April. 

The coffee morning 
will be held in the vestry 
on April 25, and the May 
meeting will take place 
on May 2. As always, 
new members and guests 
will be made very wel¬ 
come. EL 


Now drama group 
voices concern at 
cattle market site 


ANOTHER 
Cowbridge group 
has entered the 
debate about the 
Local Development 
Plan (LDP). 

In this instance, the 
Cowbridge Amateur 
Dramatic Society 

(CADS) is concerned 
about the potential loss 
of disabled car parking 
outside the Market 
Theatre, if the cattle mar¬ 
ket site is sold for devel¬ 
opment. 

Speaking on behalf of 
CADS, Catrin Thomas- 
Price said: “At present, 
audiences can park 
immediately outside the 
theatre. If these spaces 
are lost, it will effectively 
remove disabled access 
to the theatre. 

“People attending 
events at the Scout Hall - 
which occupies a site 
adjacent to the theatre - 


will presumably be in a 
similar position.” 

She continued: “Local 
theatre is one of those 
things which helps to 
bring a community 
together and create its 
own special character. 

But to be a proper, 
inclusive, community 
benefit, the theatre must 
be available to everyone 
in that community - not 
just the fit and able-bod¬ 
ied. 

“We hope very much, 
therefore, that the council 
will make appropriate 
provisions for all our 
audiences. 

“It would be a sad 
(and discriminatory) 
prospect, if some theatre 
fans felt they had to go 
all the way to Cardiff 
every time they wanted 
to enjoy a show, when we 
have a theatre right 
here.” 


Your local quality care home 


Milsom House 

Residential & Nursing Home 

• St Athan • 


Manager Gillian Allison 

Telephone 01446 750166 

www.milsomhouse.co.uk 
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Llanfair Primary School celebrates its 100th 
anniversary with a look back at its history 



LLANFAIR 
Primary School cel¬ 
ebrated its cente¬ 
nary with a special 
assembly for par¬ 
ents, family and 
friends. 

The children went 
back in time, with dif¬ 
ferent year groups 
dressing up in the 
clothes of different 
eras. 

(See one extra picture 
by Mike Wilcock, on 
page 8). 







Liz s marathon challenge 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

She added: “My interest in get¬ 
ting fit and volunteering for 
Disability Challengers has coincid¬ 
ed, presenting me with the chance to 
run the London Marathon for the 
charity! 

“I’ve been training this year by 
running the Reading half marathon, 
and Spitfire 20, which involved run¬ 
ning two laps round the Dunsfold 
Airfield, made famous by Top Gear. 

“My training is progressing well 
but a marathon should never be 
under-estimated! 

“I hope to raise a significant 


amount of money to help fund a full 
day of play for one child, fund activ¬ 
ities for a whole week of after school 
clubs or to allow a child with com¬ 
plex impairments to have an hour- 
long session in an interactive ‘multi 
sensory suite’.” 

Liz would be very grateful for 
sponsorship, and if someone would 
like to support her efforts, they should 
go to the website http://uk.virgin 
moneygiving.com/lizzieRH. 

For information on Disability 
Challengers, go to: http://www.dis 
ability-challengers.org/ 
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‘THE SHOW MUST GO ON!’ 

Vernon’s pledge at 
the Pleasure Park 







Vernon Studt is a familiar sight to people at 
Barry Island’s Pleasure Park and was 
supervising the rides over the Easter Bank 
Holiday weekend. 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Liang an. (01656) 860303 


L 1 a n g a n 
Community 
Council 

A meeting took place 
on April 2, when the 
following matters 
were discussed: 

Speeding traffic: 
Speed monitoring is con¬ 
tinuing near Llangan 
Primary School, and 240 
vehicles have been 
checked, with 47 drivers 
found speeding. Some 
were fined and penalty 
points imposed. 

Speed checks through 
the village of Treoes 
have taken place more 
than one once, but I can¬ 
not recall any driver 
being prosecuted. 

Treoes Hall: It has 
been reported that urgent 
repairs are needed on the 
wall of the community 
hall; the rendering on 
the right hand side of the 
entrance is breaking 
away and the gutters 
need clearing. 

The council secretary 
will bring these prob¬ 
lems to Creative Rural 
Communities and has 
applied for funding for 
the work to be carried 
out. 

Llangan Hall: 

Council clerk is to meet 
contractors for the instal¬ 
lation of a compound for 
gas tank, as required by 
Health and Safety; and 
also for electricity work 
within the hall. 

This work should 
have been carried out 
many years ago. 

A request has been 
made for the replace¬ 
ment of a rubbish bin at 
Fferm Goch. Dog poo 
bins have been delivered 


to Fferm Goch, but oth¬ 
ers are needed in 
Llangan. 

Council elections: 

James Mordecai and 
Loraine West will not 
seek re-election for 
Treoes and Llangan 
Community Council. 

Young 
at Heart 

ON April 5, club mem¬ 
bers enjoyed a coach 
trip to the St Mellons 
Garden Centre - and 
what an enjoyable visit 
it turned out to be, with 
plants of every kind, 
clothing and footwear 
at greatly-reduced 
prices. 

We then commenced 
our journey to 
Caerphilly and arrived 
outside the town for 
lunch. 

We then continued 
through the less congest¬ 
ed main roads, eventual¬ 
ly back to Treoes. 

Once again, a big 
thank you to Anne Ellis, 
Barbara Grig and Marje 
Adams for their help 
with the less able club 
members. 

Vestry 

THE next event in the 
St Canna’s vestry will 
take place on April 18 at 
7.30pm - the theme 
being ‘introduction to 
family history’. 

Reminder 

GO along to the Treoes 
Community Hall on 
Tuesday, April 24 and 
be entertained by the 
vocal ensemble ‘Bella 
Donna’. 

The concert will begin 
at 7.30pm and will cost 
£5 per ticket. Telephone 
Mary Crandon on 01656 
861933. 


THE man who 
bought showground 
rides back to Barry 
Island, has pledged 
to continue provid¬ 
ing entertainment 
until any new devel¬ 
opment takes place. 


of using his executive 
box to watch his beloved 
Swansea take on 

TT ^ ^ Newcastle because he 

Until the point comes wanted t0 s ise the 

[/hpn it ic nnr viohlp tn 1 

Easter weekend on the 


Report by 
TIM CHAPMAN 

but Vernon declared: 


when it is not viable to 
provide the rides, I will 
do my best to keep the 
Pleasure Park thriving.” 
Vernon’s family 


Island. 

“Business has to come 
first,” he insisted. “If the 


Over the last three steeped in *e teg/onnd 

years, Swansea-born tradition in south Wales, |f I s . ..Jf ’ ^ b =® es | 

Vernon Studt has “My great-great Uncle ba ” k bo1 day because it 

breathed new life into the Jacob brought one of the 1S " ^‘"hree Reasons 

iconic Pleasure Park, but first fairgrounds to the , lhe last “ ree seasons 

Vale councillors recently Island in die late 1800s. have shown a ,f ^ P. r0 ‘ 

gave outline planning “It’s amazing to think ff slon as Y ern ° n has f 
permission for apart- that I’m operating at the take ” raore ^vantage of 
ments and an indoor same location afi these ± 


‘This is the third year 
that we’ve been here and 


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 

Patricia Bevan-Morgan 

Tel (01656) 880418 


leisure complex on the years later.” 
site. On Good Friday, when T , 

Detailed plans will The GEM caught up with ve n °w got it to t e 
soon be submitted for him, Vernon had decided standard that I want. 

council consideration, to forgo the excitement ve S ot f 1 me major 

_ ndes and 10 children s 

rides. 

“I love talking to the 
visitors and they are so 
appreciative of what 
we’ve achieved. 

“Of course, people 
come from Cardiff and 
the valleys, but they also 
come from as far afield 
as the Midlands and 
London. 

“There’s no doubt that 
Gavin and Stacey helped 
put Barry Island on the 
map.” 

Running a fairground 
with top ‘white-knuckle 
rides’, along with the tra¬ 
ditional carousels and 
dodgems is a time-con¬ 
suming business, but 
Vernon’s experience 
means he has been able 
to secure the commit¬ 
ment of ‘showmen’ from 
Stoke-on-Trent, 
Gloucester, Bolton, 
Newcastle and Wrexham 
on a sub-contract basis. 

He may be able to rely 
on trusted colleagues in 
the industry, but there is 
one intangible that 
Vernon can’t control. 

“In this business, we 
are at the mercy of the 
weather. When the sun 
comes out it makes all 
the difference.” 

This weekend was hit 
and miss for Island 
traders with periods of 
sunshine, but also pro¬ 
longed bouts of heavy 
rain. However, they are a 
hardy bunch and will 
now be hoping for more 
of the good weather that 
Wales experienced two 
weeks ago. 

Vernon accepts that 
there may be changes 
afoot at the Pleasure Park 
in the not too distant 
future, but pledged that 
until detailed plans are 
agreed: “The show must 
go on!” 


A GRAND 
Diamond Jubilee 
Carnival is to be 
held at the Vicarage 
Field, 

Southerndown 
Road, St Brides 
Major, on Saturday, 
June 16, organised 
by the Three 
Villages Carnival 
Committee. 

Local residents, com¬ 
munity groups and busi¬ 
nesses interested in 
entering a float, offering 
support or who would 
like to know more, con¬ 
tact any of the following 
committee members - 
Merly James (01656 
880681), Eileen 
Matthews (01656 
880235) and John 
Houston (01656 
880262). 

Last Friday, a carnival 
disco was held at the 
church hall in St Brides 
Major to select a carni¬ 
val queen and atten¬ 
dants. 

Independent judges 
chose the following con¬ 
testants after a very hard 
task of choosing girls 
and boys aged between 
six and 10-years-old. 

The carnival queen 
will be Miss Taylor 
Wood, attended by 
Miranda Puddicombe 
and Erin Andrews. 

Page boys - Finn 
O’Brien and Asher 
Puddicombe. 

I am sure they will do 
us proud on the day. 

Meeting 

AT the community 
council meeting in All 
Saints, Southerndown 
recently a request was 
made for funding 
towards the carnival 
and this was 
approved. 

The council will 
donate £200 and will 
apply for the 
Community Action Self 
Help Grant which would 
match that £200. 


Information was pro¬ 
duced from the 
Woodland Trust regard¬ 
ing trees donated for the 
Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee free of charge. 

It was agreed that 
both Ewenny and Wick 
would be contacted to 
share some of the trees 
available. 

Our local ‘jewel in the 
crown’ - Coed - has 
been open to the public 
since March 18. 

Thanks will be 
recorded to Couns 
Davies, Howell, Walters, 
Morgan and Preston for 
their hard work in rela¬ 
tion to the school camp. 

Due to the Easter 
Bank Holiday, the com¬ 
munity council meeting 
was held on Tuesday 
(April 10) at All Saints, 
Southerndown. 

Residential 
development 
DEMOLITION and 
redevelopment for 
residential centre 
Hazelwood, 
Ogmore-by-Sea had 
been refused, but 
an appeal has been 
put forward. 

A three-day appeal 
took place where com¬ 
munity council members 
made significant repre¬ 
sentations and during 
March they were 
informed that the inspec¬ 
tor had allowed the 
housing development to 
go ahead with permanent 
access to the site through 
Somerset View. 
Restrictions have been 
applied during the con¬ 
struction phase of the 
development. 

The council resolved 
to write to the Vale 
Council expressing con¬ 
cern over the apparent 
lack of robust reasons 
for refusing the original 
application in line with 
the Vale planning com¬ 
mittee’s decision and 
subsequent presentations 
made at the appeal. 


Fun talk on home brew and 
a laid back radio presenter! 



FOLLOWING the 
hustle and bustle of 
the Cowbridge Book 
Festival’s Family 
Fun Day on May 12, 
there will be a 
change of tempo for 
May 13. 

The TV and radio 
broadcaster Andy 
Hamilton will give a fun 
talk and demonstration 
on his new book Booze 
For Free , the definitive 
guide to home brewing 
and garden wines. 

Andy’s no-nonsense, 
easy to follow guide 
will enable the beginner 
and inspire the expert. 
He regularly appears on 
Countryfile and 
Autumn watch. 

(GEM NOTE: Not to 
be confused with the 
Andy Hamilton who 
wrote Drop the Dead 
Donkey !) 

After lunch, local his¬ 
torian Jonathan Hicks 
will talk about his First 
World War crime novel 
The Dead ofMametz. 

Set in the third year of 
the war, this is an excit¬ 
ing and historically 
accurate book. Jonathan 
is a member of the 
Crime Writers’ 
Association. 

Sunday afternoon 
presentations will be 
rounded off with BBC 
presenter Roy Noble 
talking about his autobi¬ 
ography, Noble Ways - 
Lay-bys in My Life. 
Known throughout 
Wales for his self-depre¬ 
cating sense of humour, 
Roy will introduce us to 
his family and friends, 
the ordinary and the rich 
and famous. 

We’11 rejoice at his 
triumphs, laugh at his 
blunders and sympathise 
at his honest depiction 
of personal tragedy. 

In 2001 he was 
awarded an OBE for his 
charity work and still 
presents a daily show on 
Radio Wales. 


Wb- 

Holiday Closure 


from week commencing 16th April 

Reopening THURSDAY, 3rd May 

Normal Opening Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, 
Fri day, Saturday 8.00am - 5.00pm 

E T - 01446 792356 ' 19 

r iTHKj M. 07976 975 853 : 

10 Church Street, LLANTWIT MAJOR. CF61 1SB 


Change of 
tempo for 
the Book 
Festival in 
Cowbridge 


LEFT: 

Roy Noble will be at the book festival 

All these events will . Festival brochures out- 


be held in the Old Hall, 
Cowbridge. For further 
details please visit the 
website www.cow- 
bridgebookfestival.co.uk 


lining the whole book 
festival should be avail¬ 
able in local libraries, 
shops and hotels from 
Easter. 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

LLANBETHERY & 
LLANCARFAN 
Your community corre¬ 
spondents are 
Sam & Patsie Smith on 
( 01446 ) 751448 


Frank Jameson 

SADLY, we have to report the death of 
one of Llancarfan’s best-known and loved 
personalities, Frank Jameson, who passed 
away at College Fields, Barry, last 
Thursday, March 29. 

It is hoped that an obituary will appear in due 
course. 

The funeral will take place at Saint Cadoc’s 
Church, Llancarfan at 2.30pm on Tuesday April 
10 . 

Our deepest sympathy goes out to Joyce and 
the family. 

Jumble sale 

THE annual Llancarfan jumble sale will be held 
in Llancarfan Village Hall on Saturday, April 
14, at 1.30pm. 

All proceeds will be in aid of local charities. 



New Bicycles 
for Adults 
and Children 

Skateboards, 
Scooters and 
all accessories 
Bicycle Servicing and Repairs 

Stockists 
of MADD 
Scooters, 
inc. 

She Devil 
and End of Days 
plus accessories 

Also, new for 2012 The VX2 

Renner, 
Crayon 
& Hi Fi 
Skateboards 
& accessories 




NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 

Monday - Friday 9.15am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 10am-4pm; Sunday 11am-3pm 


Unit 10, Palmerston Workshops 
(opposite Waitrose), BARRY 

Tel: 01446 733880 

www.beespokecydes.co.uk 
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Fawlty Towers delights Peterston audience, 
but causes mayhem for the hotel guests! 



PETERSTON- 
SUPER-ELY 
Entertainment 
Society presented an 
evening of drama 
and supper at the 
church hall. 

The drama featured 
two episodes of Fawlty 
Towers. Michael 
Morgan played Basil 
and Clare Morgan took 
on the role of the 
dreaded Sybil. They 
were ably supported a 
cast from Peterston 
and the Everyman 
Theatre. 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
by IAN DIXON 





Y Bont pupils go to ‘war’ and get 
a taste of medieval medicine! 


PUPILS at Y Bont Faen 
school are busily studying 
history this term and all 
the classes have visited 
Cardiff Castle. 

They were treated to some 
spectacular talks - from fairy 
tales to medieval doctors and 
medicine, and the second world 
war air raid tunnels! 

The year-6 children were 
entertained by one of the muse¬ 
um’s air raid wardens, who 
marched them by the left down 
to the exhibition area under the 
main castle. He talked to them 
about what it was like to be in a 
war and showed them many arti¬ 
facts from WWII, including 
incendiary devices, radios, 
clothes and safety equipment. 

They took turns putting on a 
gas mask - they had 10 seconds 
before they keeled over from the 
poisonous fumes - and then they 
had to protect the baby in a 
rather strange looking contrap¬ 
tion! Although every single per¬ 
son in Britain was supplied with 
a gas mask, even new babies, 
there was never a time when 
these were ever needed! 

They also pumped water 
manually in a two-team race to 
put out a fire. They listened to 
Neville Chamberlain telling the 
people that Britain had declared 
war on Mr Hitler and they sat 
silently through the sound of the 
air raid sirens and bombing. 
They were quite shocked to hear 
that during the two most active 


years of the war, Cardiff had 
been bombed nearly every day. 
The closest residents to the city 
centre, 2,000 people, could be 
found each day in the outer 
walls of Cardiff castle, thanks to 
the Marquis of Bute. 

They even had a cafe down 
there - tea 3d a cup! There were 
bunk beds - but you had to bring 
your own mattress! 

It was quite eerie to hear the 
children learning ‘We’ll Meet 
Again’ at the end of the day and 
to hear the haunting tune echo 
through the lower rooms of the 
banqueting hall - it brought a 
tear to the eye! 

The year-3 and 4 children had 
had a much gorier trip three 
weeks previously - as the same 
guide, disguised as a Tudor doc¬ 
tor, performed some most horrif¬ 
ic ‘surgery’ on some of our ail¬ 
ing students! Then he proceeded 
to do a spot of hair trimming as 
a side line! 

The year-3 and 4 children 
were treated to a tour around the 
inside of the castle, which dates 
back to Roman times, with part 
of the original wall to be seen 
within the museum shop, before 
returning to Cowbridge to con¬ 
tinue their history projects on 
the Tudors and Stuarts. 

JM 
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Spring a time of 
hope, challenges 
and opportunities 


A S we enjoy 
the spring 
sunshine, 
interspersed with 
frost and chill 
winds, I take time 
to reflect that these 
climatic uncertain¬ 
ties are mirrored in 
forthcoming oppor¬ 
tunities and chal¬ 
lenges for the 
spring of 2012 in 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan and 
wider afield. 

The sun was shining 
when I welcomed the 
Business and Enterprise 
Minister, Edwina Hart 
AM to the British 
Airways Maintenance 
Centre last week for the 
formal launch with 
Professor Garel Rhys, 
of the St Athan enter¬ 
prise zone. 

In her announcement 
of five enterprise zones 
in Wales, Edwina Hart 
said: “ Today’s launch of 
these five Enterprise 
Zones is just the first 
step —it shows that 
Wales is open for busi¬ 
ness .” 

She said that the 
enterprise zones in 
Wales would take a 
bespoke approach to 
each location based on 
the skills and workforce 
history of each area. 

St Athan has rightly 
been designated to focus 
on the aerospace sector 
and the launch at 
BAMC gave me confi¬ 
dence that the Vale is 
rightly positioned for 
this challenge. 

I met young appren¬ 
tices from Barry, 
Cowbridge and sur¬ 
rounding areas, who 
were enthusiastic, excit¬ 
ed and committed to 
delivering the best of 
their skills and experi¬ 
ence. 

New opportunities 
were also clear with the 
announcement by BA, 
at the launch, that 
BAMC would be the 
site for the maintenance 
and overhaul of the new 
787 engines in the four 
years’ time, requiring an 
expansion of jobs and 
facilities. 

It was also great to 
meet new members of 
this highly-skilled work¬ 
force, some of whom 
have come from St 
Athan having worked 


/ASSEMBLY^ 

NOTES 



by Vale AM 

JANE HUTT 


(Minister for 
Finance and 
Leader of the 
House) 


until recently on the 
VC 10 contracts for the 
Defence Support Group. 

To hear that BAMC 
has taken on 160 new 
staff over the past year 
was great news - 
including Vale engineers 
who have had to travel 
to other locations for 
work over the past few 
years from north Wales 
to Toulouse. 

On Thursday, I also 
visited St Athan to meet 
the new Hunter Flying 
Company, which has re¬ 
located from Exeter to 
take advantage of the 
facilities at St Athan. 

Hunter Flying Ltd 
oversees the mainte¬ 
nance and operation of 
the largest collection of 
classic aircraft of its 
kind in the world. 

I had the opportunity 
to view some of the air¬ 
craft and meet the dedi¬ 
cated team of skilled 
engineers and owner 
pilots who are undertak¬ 
ing the maintenance 
work. 

So, new opportunities 
and new challenges for 
the Welsh Government 
to develop these facili¬ 
ties effectively, in sup¬ 
port of the aerospace 
sector in Wales. 

These opportunities 
will be enhanced with 
our careful stewardship 
of reduced public 
finances in the financial 
year 2012/13. 

As Finance Minister, 

I have sought to safe¬ 
guard our public servic¬ 
es, especially mindful of 
the needs of local gov¬ 
ernment. 

This has resulted in a 
more favourable settle¬ 
ment for local authori¬ 
ties in Wales than any 


other parts of the UK. 

In other parts of the 
UK, local public servic¬ 
es are closing and being 
cut back to a much 
greater extent than in 
Wales. 

With the cuts to 
Working Families Tax 
Credits being felt by 
thousands of families 
from this week, our 
expansion of Flying 
Start services for the 
most disadvantaged 
children and families in 
the Vale and Wales is 
vital, as is our continu¬ 
ing support for free 
school breakfasts. 

In Wales, we are 
increasing our funding 
for education, social 
services and housing. 

This week, our new 
scheme to provide 
12,000 jobs for young 
people in the private, 
public and voluntary 
sectors commences - 
financed by the Welsh 
Government and 
European funding - was 
launched. 

Tackling the scourge 
of youth unemployment 
is a top priority, to give 
hope, as well as oppor¬ 
tunities, for our young 
people. 

We are also seeking 
new ways of investing 
in capital projects via 
our new Wales infra¬ 
structure investment 
plan. 

We are supporting 
local authorities in a 
new highway improve¬ 
ment grant and will be 
extending these oppor¬ 
tunities as we make the 
case for our own bor¬ 
rowing powers and fair¬ 
er funding base in 
Wales. 

Linking back to the 
Vale, the launch of 
enterprise zones, the £9 
million investment in 
Barry regeneration, the 
support of the Rural 
Development Plan 
through Creative Rural 
Communities, the exten¬ 
sion of transport grant 
for Barry station, our 
backing of electrifica¬ 
tion of the Valleys lines 
to include the Vale, all 
shows that the Welsh 
Government is firing on 
all cylinders for the eco¬ 
nomic renewal and 
social enhancement of 
Wales. 


PACT 


CCTV arrests 


meetings 

COWBRIDGE PACT, 

April 16 at the Fire 
Station, Druids Green at 
7pm. 

RHOOSE Police 

Surgery, April 17 outside 
Tesco on Fontygary 
Road at 11.20pm. 
LLANDOW/EWENNY 
PACT, April 18 at 
Ewenny Village Hall at 
7pm. 

WENVOE PACT, April 
18 at Wenvoe 
Community Hall at 7pm. 


THREE people 
have been arrested 
in the Vale as a 
result of CCTV 
monitoring, includ¬ 
ing two concerning 
possession of class 
A drugs. 

CCTV operators con¬ 
tacted the police on 33 
occasions during the 
week ending April 8. 

One person was 
arrested on Barry 
Waterfront, involving 
possession of class A 
,drugs on April 4. 


Another person was 
arrested for breaching 
bail conditions on Broad 
Street, Barry, on Good 
Friday while another 
person was arrested on 
Bell Street, Barry, on 
Easter Sunday for 
alleged possession of 
class A drugs with intent 
to supply. 

CCTV operators also 
called for an ambulance 
after a person was found 
collapsed and uncon¬ 
scious on Holton Road, 
Barry, on April 7. 


LEAFLETS AND 
LDP PROPOSALS 


R ecently, i 

found on my 
doormat an 
election leaflet from 
the Conservative 
candidates for the 
Cowbridge ward in 
the Vale Council 
election in May. 

Two of these are sit¬ 
ting councillors seeking 
re-election. In their elec¬ 
tion statement, neither 
made any reference to 
the highly controversial 
Local Development 
Plan, which will have 
major repercussions for 
Cowbridge and villages 
within their ward, such 
as Aberthin and 
Ystradowen. 

This may not be sur¬ 


prising, as they are both 
members of the cabinet 
responsible for key deci¬ 
sions taken as to whether 
the LDP should be taken 
forward. 

I don’t know what 
help these councillors 
have provided to objec¬ 
tors elsewhere, but in 
Ystradowen we have 
received no support dur¬ 
ing the LDP consultation 
period, despite numerous 
requests to do so. 

As a long-standing 
Conservative voter, they 
can be assured that they 
will NOT be receiving 
my vote in the May elec¬ 
tion. How many more 
loyal Conservative vot¬ 
ers targeted with this 
leaflet feel the same? 

R James, Ystradowen. 


‘LDP was not clear to public’ 


F ollowing on recent 

letters from your readers 
and a report by Tim 
Chapman, all seem to have 
come to the same position - 
that our council has lost inter¬ 
est in the people of Barry and 
the Vale. 

It is allowing the Local 
Development Plan to be adopted with 
no concern for infrastructure, to effec¬ 
tively leave Weycock Cross to 
become another Culverhouse Cross, 
again without concern for the existing 
bottleneck which is Port Road. 

No road improvements for Barry 
and Dinas Powys will, as your readers 
realise, cause worse gridlock as time 
goes by. 

This plan appears not to have taken 
into account the enterprise zone set¬ 
ups in Cardiff and in the Vale, which 
were approved by the Assembly 
Government. 


Does anybody speak to each other? 
I would suggest that with better infra¬ 
structure, business would be more 
inclined to come to the area. 

Commercial traffic, private car use 
cycles and pedestrians would all be 
catered for. 

Is it about time an overview is 
taken on transport, and plans pub¬ 
lished in the local press for all to see? 

The Local Development Plan 
should have been in a clear and con¬ 
cise format so the electorate could 
view it without either going to offices 
selected by authorities or trying to 
find a way into the the council web¬ 
site. 

This whole fiasco is a case of put¬ 
ting the cart before the horse, or is it 
the ‘Local Developers’ Plan’ - and 
never mind the locals in Barry and the 
rest of the Vale’ ? 

Paul Robertson, 

Barry. 



COMPLCTE 
BATHROOM 
TOR UNDER 

£500 


RM Mstnjpdhan 


€920 I Salt £460 


HALF 

PRICE 


Plus HALF PRICE underfloor heating* 


Shop online at I LUntrltant Cowbnd9e Road, RCT CF72 8XU 

leekes.co.uk I Telephone 0845 050 8240 
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*0% APR rmermtmrrtBttm Prunes U aufa+act lo rtatua condtkxs 'Offer an > nikbia wth 4ttad Csdvoona 


Leekes 

You're home 

















8 - THE GEM cl 


www. facebook.com/gemnews • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, April 12th, 2012 


ST 

HILARY 

WI 

NEWS 


Colleagues and 
patients say fond 
farewell to Denise 



ABOVE: Denise Brazier — retirement means she can now aim 
to fulfil her lifelong ambition — to drive a steam train! 


AFTER working as a medical 
receptionist for 17 years in the 
Cowbridge Health Centre, 
both at its former site behind 
Old Hall and at the new sur¬ 
gery near the leisure centre, 
Denise Brazier retired on April 
5. 

At a leaving celebration at the 
Market Place restaurant last 
Thursday, Denise was presented 
with a gift of jewellery by her col¬ 
leagues from the Cowbridge and 
Western Vale Group practice. 

More than 40 guests attended and 
Denise was touched by the warmth 
of wishes for a long, healthy and 
happy retirement, and was assured 
she would be much missed. 


In the run-up to her last day, she 
had also received several gifts and 
cards from individual patients at the 
surgery. Denise celebrated her 60th 
birthday on April 11 and has a 
“bucket list” of things to do, one of 
which was ticked off recently when 
she and her husband Jon trekked up 
to the top of Pen y Fan in the Brecon 
Beacons. 

She has plans to go on “adventur¬ 
ous holidays”, including a visit to 
The Galapagos Islands and a Baltic 
cruise, as well as exploring many 
destinations in the UK. 

She also wants to fulfil a lifelong 
ambition to drive a steam train! 

In between breaks, her two 
grandchildren Carys and Lloyd 
(with another on the way!) will 
undoubtedly keep her busy. 


Easter proves a 
tale of sunshine 
and showers 


THE Easter Bank 
Holiday weekend in 
the Vale began with 
a blaze of sunshine, 
but concluded on 
Monday with tor¬ 
rential rain. 

Barry Island’s traders 
are a phlegmatic bunch 
and take the ups and 
downs of the weather in 
their stride as Marco 
Zeraschi of Marco’s Cafe 
explained: 

“We started off on 
Good Friday with sun¬ 
shine and things were 
encouraging. Saturday 
and Sunday were normal 
businesss days - nothing 
spectacular - but 
Monday was a nightmare 
because of the rain. 

“It highlighted the 
need for indoor facilities 
when there is bad weath¬ 
er. 

“In fairness, we had 
some great weather in the 
lead up to Easter, so it is 
a case of swings and 
roundabouts.” 


Marco said visitors 
should be assured that 
traders would be operat¬ 
ing whatever the weather. 
“We are open every day, 
apart from Christmas 
Day.” 

In High Street, Barry 
businesses ran competi¬ 
tions for children on the 
Saturday. At Butterflies, 
there was an Easter bon¬ 
net competition and the 
Lush Cake Company 
encouraged youngsters to 
make a biscuit or cake 
with prizes for the win¬ 
ners. 

A walk of witness took 
place in Barry on Good 
Friday, led by the 
Archbishop of Wales, Dr 
Barry Morgan, with local 
churches taking part. 

Traditional Easter 
services were held across 
the Vale on Sunday, and 
some local communities, 
such as Llanmaes, held 
Easter egg hunts for the 
children. 

Some people chose an 
Easter getaway. 


Cardiff Airport wel¬ 
comed approximately 
15,000 passengers 
through its doors over the 
Easter period from April 
5-10. 

The most popular des¬ 
tination was Amsterdam, 
with travellers either 
spending a long weekend 
in the Dutch capital, or 
travelling onwards on 
connecting flights to 
worldwide destinations. 

Sun spots such as the 
Canary Islands, Spain, 
Cyprus, Turkey, Egypt 
and Tunisia also attracted 
Welsh holidaymakers 
keen to enjoy some sun 
over the school holidays. 

Spencer Birns of 
Cardiff Airport com¬ 
mented: 

“Easter signifies the 
start of the summer sea¬ 
son for us, which is espe¬ 
cially exciting this year 
as we’ve welcomed a 
new airline, Vueling to 
the airport. 

“They, will be operat¬ 
ing flights to Barcelona, 
Alicante and Palma. 

“A new tour operator 
to the Cardiff Airport, 
Cosmos, will be operat¬ 
ing weekly services to 
Orlando from the end of 
May.” 


AT the March 
meeting of St 
Hilary WI, the 
usual business was 
deferred until after 
the guest speaker 
had given his talk. 

Michael Clubb had 
stepped in at short notice 
as the original booking 
had to be postponed. 

He told the story of 
the Welsh Arsenal in 
Bridgend, which was 
active during the Second 
World War. What could 
have been, at first sight, 
a rather dry subject was 
brought to life by a 
colourful and interesting 
narrative. 

Few of those present 
had even heard of the 
Arsenal, and those who 
had knew little about it. 
At its most productive, 
the munitions factories 
employed 32,000 people, 
of whom 75 per cent 
were women. 

The largest area cov¬ 
ered by the factories was 
what is now Waterton 
Industrial Estate with 
many storage tunnels 
under Brackla Hill. What 
is now the Police 
Headquarters was the 
admin block. 

Michael brought 
home the fact that there 
were many particularly 
dangerous jobs, as deto¬ 
nators and other articles 
using explosives were 
being manufactured by 
hand. 

There were many hor¬ 
rendous accidents suf¬ 
fered by those working 
to keep the enemy at 
bay. 

After a very thought- 
provoking presentation, 
the business part of the 
meeting was conducted 
and the evening ended 
with supper provided by 
Sue Knight and Sian 
Deal. 

On March 27, St 
Hilary WI celebrated its 
80th birthday with a din¬ 
ner in the village hall, 
ably catered by Jane 
Morgan and her team. 

The guests of honour 
were Mrs Caroline 
Davies, Federation 
chairman, and Mrs 
Sheena Sergeant, 
Glamorgan Federation 
advisor. 

There were also invit¬ 
ed guests from several of 
the WIs in the same link, 
and two special guests, 
Ruth Richards and Joan 
Francis, previous long¬ 
standing members. 

The delicious birthday 
cake was made by Molly 
Ranger and beautifully 
iced by Sheila Davies’ 
daughter, Caroline. 

One highlight of the 
evening was a chance to 
glance through the min¬ 
utes book for the inaugu¬ 
ral year of the institute, 
1932, with the first pres¬ 
ident Lady Bruce. 

A very pleasant 
evening was enjoyed by 
all. 

The next meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, 

April 10, in St Hilary 
Village Hall SD 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

cowbridge-today.co.uk or 
llantwit-major-today.co. uk 


Llanfair celebrates old days 



ABOVE: Llanfair Primary School celebrated its centenary last week, 
and children dressed up in the fashions of different eras. 

The pupils pictured went all the way back to the early days of the school, 
and made quite a perfect picture. (Photograph by Mike Wilcock). 


Monks Wood is on the mend 



Audrey tells of 25 
years as a tour guide 


VILLAGERS in 
Wick have taken the 
first steps to putting 
their community 
woodland - Monks 
Wood - back to its 
best. 

Trees on the site, 
which is owned and man¬ 
aged as a community 
woodland by the 
Woodland Trust, were 
damaged by horses that 
were dumped on the site 
earlier this year. 

The horses, which 
soon became desperate 
for food, stripped the 
bark from many trees. 
Damage was also done to 
gates leading to the 
woodland. 

So, on Good Friday, 
some of the villagers 
were busy planting 
‘withies’ - willow 
saplings to the uninitiat¬ 
ed. 

George Jeffrey, on 
behalf of the Monks 
Wood team, told The 
GEM: “The Easter 
Monday rain did have a 
silver lining, because it 
helped our newly-planted 
withies settle in!” 


THE April meeting 
started with the 
president welcom¬ 
ing two new mem¬ 
bers. 

Routine business 
followed and the ‘new 
look’ federation 
newsletter was well 
received. 

Attention was 
drawn to two items, 
an evening with Ingrid 
Steward, editor of 
Majesty magazine, on 
June 13 at Swansea, 
and the proposed 
refurbishment of 
Federation House to 
accommodate training 
days and workshops. 

Each WI was to 
consider donating £25 
towards the project 
and this was agreed. 

Pauline Charles has 
completed a hand¬ 
made bag incorporat¬ 
ing the theme 
‘coast/seaside’ for the 


NEWS FROM 
LLANHARRY 
WI BRANCH 


federation’s stall at 
the eisteddfod in 
August. 

Joy Brooking, social 
secretary, gave out 
details of the summer 
trip on August 7 to 
Stratford-upon-Avon. 

Our speaker was 
Audrey Griffiths, who 
had been a tour guide 
for 25 years. 

Audrey had trav¬ 
elled Wales by coach, 
train and car, accom¬ 
panying people who 
just wanted to see 
Wales, and others who 
wished to trace their 
family roots. 

Audrey shared her 
many experiences, and 
the challenges of han¬ 
dling people from all 
walks of life, exercis¬ 
ing diplomacy at 


times. 

During social time, 
members enjoyed 
looking at an album of 
old photographs taken 
by Janet Lewis, 
attracting much nos¬ 
talgia and laughter. 

The competition, ‘a 
comic greetings card’, 
was well supported 
with 12 amusing 
entries. 

Judging took some 
time and Joy Brooking 
was declared the win¬ 
ner. 

Next month, the res¬ 
olution ‘Employment 
of more mid wives’ will 
be voted on and 
passed on to 
Llanblethian WI, 
whose representative 
will attend the AGM 
at the Royal Albert 
Hall on behalf of the 
Bordervale Link 
Group. JR 
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VALE MP’s VIEWPOINT 

Vale funding shortfall 
- ‘enough is enough ’ 


T HE Vale of 

Glamorgan is one 
one of the poorest 
funded council areas in 
Wales by the Welsh 
Government. 

Nearly three quarters of all 
council spend is received direct¬ 
ly from the Welsh Government 
and we are underfunded to the 
tune of millions of pounds, 
compared to neighbouring 
councils such as Bridgend and 
even Cardiff. 

I was appalled at the research 
findings I commissioned recent¬ 
ly from the House of Commons 
library. I had asked the library 
to establish the total money that 
the Welsh Government distrib¬ 
ute to all councils according to 
a per person spend. 

The data was alarming and 
showed that the Vale is missing 
out significantly. The Vale 
Council receives significantly 
less per person than that given 
to neighbouring Bridgend, 
Cardiff and Rhondda Cynon 
Taff local authorities. 

The Vale receive £77 less per 
person than is granted to 
Cardiff; £188 less per person 
than is given to Bridgend and a 
staggering £425 less than is 
handed out to Rhondda Cynon 
Taff. 

If these figures were multi¬ 
plied up to a total, according to 
our population, the council 
would have an additional £9.5m 
to spend year in year out if we 
received the same level of fund¬ 
ing as Cardiff. _ 



Vale MP 
Alun Cairns 

reports to 
GEM readers 


If we were funded the same 
as Bridgend, the Vale would 
receive an additional £23m each 
year. 

And if the Vale was funded at 
the same level as Rhondda 
Cynon Taff, we would benefit 
from £53.5m extra each and 
every year. 

After all, it costs the same to 
pay a build a school here in the 
Vale as it does in any other 
community in Wales. 

The cost of a teacher or 
resurfacing a road is much the 
same in each part of Wales. 

There is a need for further 
school investment locally and a 
secondary school would cost up 
to £20m. If we were funded the 
same as Bridgend, the Vale 
could build a new school every 


year. We are being overlooked 
by millions of pounds every 
year, and I just cannot under¬ 
stand why the Vale receive such 
a poor deal from the Welsh 
Government. 

Enough is enough. 

The Vale is missing out, and 
as has been pointed out in the 
past, Welsh Government has 
skewed funding against areas 
such as the Vale, 

Pembrokeshire, Monmouth and 
Powys. These are the poorest 
funded areas in Wales. 

I have written to the 
Assembly’s Finance Minister 
asking her to review local gov¬ 
ernment funding, and I call on 
others to voice their concerns. 
These differences have devel¬ 
oped over years and enough is 
enough. 

In credit to the Vale Council, 
recent audits have highlighted 
their efficiency, but that is not 
an excuse for the Welsh 
Government to send money 
away from us to their heart¬ 
lands. 

As one of the financial 
engine rooms of Wales, the Vale 
needs to be protected. Some 
parts of the Vale share similar 
deprivation levels as other areas 
of Wales. 

Indeed, some wards in Barry 
are amongst the most deprived 
in Wales. 

I do hope that the Welsh 
Government will look again at 
their strategy for local govern¬ 
mentfunding, to make sure that 
it’s a more level playing field 
for the Vale, and for all local 
authorities in Wales. 


New scheme is set to 
showcase Vale churches 



ABOVE: Left to right: John Winton, Rt Rev David Wilbourne, Alun Cairns MP 
and Coun Anthony Ernest. 


A PROJECT has been 
launched in the Vale to 
promote visits to historical 
churches. 

Vale MPAlun Cairns and 
the Assistant Bishop of 
Llandaff, Rt Rev David 
Wilbourne, were among those 
at the launch of a leaflet which 
aims to increase visitor num¬ 
bers to the area. 

The director of Churches 
Tourism Network Wales 
(CTNW), John Winton, who 
has managed the project, said: 
“The Vale has a great number 
of beautiful and historically 
significant church buildings, 
with some going back to the 
5th century. 

“One need only think, for 


example, of the church dedicat¬ 
ed to St Illtud at Llanilltud 
Fawr, or Ewenny Priory, with 
its Pulpitum screen and paint¬ 
ing by JM Turner. 

“St Cadoc’s church in 
Llancarfan has also been in the 
news recently after wall paint¬ 
ings of world-wide significance 
were discovered there. 

“With the National 
Eisteddfod taking place in the 
Vale in August, we hope that 
this project will prove to be a 
timely one that will encourage 
all those coming to the area 
this summer to visit these 
beautiful and historic build¬ 
ings.” 

Alun Cairns added: “I 
wholeheartedly endorse this 


project to give a higher profile 
to the Vale of Glamorgan’s 
churches. These buildings are 
part of our heritage as a 
nation, and these treasures 
deserve to be more widely 
known. 

“I congratulate CTNW and 
Creative Rural Communities of 
the Vale on bringing this very 
worthwhile project to fruition.” 

Visitors will be able to find 
out more about the Vale 
churches by visiting the project 
website at www.visit- 
valechurches.com. 

A leaflet has also been pro¬ 
duced and can be picked up at 
any of the churches in the Vale, 
as well as at local tourist infor¬ 
mation centres. 


itted Bedroom & Home Office Specialists Super Sale!!! 



Town & Country Bedrooms are a South 
Wales based family fitted furniture 
company. We design and install genuine 
made to measure fitted bedrooms and 
home office to your exact requirements. 
There are hundreds of variations in colours 
and finishes to 
make that 
dream bedroom 
a reality!! So 
call us today 
and book your 
FREE HOME 
CONSULTATION! 


Town fix Country Bedrooms 

Call Now!! 01656 657526 



Bespoke Solutions for that perfect fit 




Made to Measure Sliding doors ■ Home Office 


Town fix Country Dedrooms 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 


Ten Good Reasons to choose Town & Country Bedrooms 

Over 30 Years experience in fitted furniture 
10 Year Guarantee on all fitted units 
Genuine made to measure units 
Over 1000 variations in door style & colour 
Expert fitting by professional tradesmen 
The latest 3D computer aided design software 
Relaxed no pressure sales approach 
Full carcase construction on most units** 

FREE home measure & consultation 
View our work online at townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 

Unit 1 North Point 
Western Avenue 
Bridgend Undustrial Estate 
Bridgend CF31 3RX 
Tel: 01656 657526 

DESIGN MANUFACTURE INSTALL 
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St Athan offers ‘bright new prospects’ 

Enterprise zone 
confirmed in Vale 


THE new enterprise 
zone in the Vale, 
covering St Athan 
and Cardiff 

Airport, was con¬ 
firmed recently at a 
launch meeting. 

The announcement 
was made by the 
Business and Enterprise 
Minister, Edwina Hart 
AM, at the British 
Airways Maintenance 


Centre (BAMC), where 
Vale AM Jane Hutt wel¬ 
comed the Minister and 
the chair of the 
Enterprise Zone Planning 
Group, Professor Garel 
Rhys, for the launch of 
the St Athan and Airport 
Enterprise Zone. 

It was pointed out that 
BAMC had taken on 
apprentices and also 160 
new staff over the past 
year. Many of these, it 


was stated, were local 
skilled aerospace engi¬ 
neers who had worked at 
St Athan. 

Jane Hutt said: “The 
launch of the St Athan 
and Airport Enterprise 
Zone marks a significant 
commitment by the 
Welsh Government, with 
bright new prospects for 
the local economy and 
the wider aerospace sec¬ 
tor in south-east Wales. 

“We also heard the 
excellent news that 
BAMC will be undertak¬ 
ing the maintenance of 
the new 787 aircraft 
engines at the Rhoose 
site providing new 
opportunities for a 
skilled workforce. 

“Professor Garel Rhys 
will lead the enterprise 
zone over the next few 
months to ensure we 
have the best start to this 
exciting new develop¬ 
ment for our local econo¬ 
my.” 

However, the Vale MP, 
Alun Cairns, has 
expressed his anger and 
frustration that Barry has 
been left in the cold.. 

Mr Cairns said: 
“Naturally, I am pleased 
that we are making 
progress at St Athan but 
am very sorry that Barry 
has missed out. It wasn’t 
an either or - St Athan 
and Barry should have 
been included. 

“I am also concerned 


that Wales is behind the 
game in the roll-out and 
delivery of these zones, 
with many zones in 
England already up and 
running. 

“We now need to capi¬ 
talise on the skills of the 
staff who have worked at 
the site and make sure 
that we retain these skills 
and expert knowledge 
base within our commu¬ 
nity. 

“The Welsh 

Government need to act 
quickly to make their 
aerospace park become a 
reality as part of their 
enterprise zone scheme. 
I’m in touch with the 
MoD regarding the plans 
for the superhanger, and 
am optimistic about the 
outcome.” 

He returned to the sub¬ 
ject of Barry: “I will con¬ 
tinue to press the Welsh 
Government to extend 
the area to include Barry 
- to help regenerate the 
area and attract new 
employers. The case for 
Barry as an enterprise 
zone is convincing, with 
strong support from resi¬ 
dents and businesses 
alike. 

“Barry is Wales’ 
biggest town and I do 
hope that the Welsh 
Government will heed 
our calls and help us rein¬ 
vigorate and diversify 
employment for Barry.” 

PHILIP IRWIN 


PM on election 
trail in Vale 



Andrew RT Davies, David Cameron and Cheryl 
Gillan are pictured in Barry. 

Prime Minister David Cameron, with Andrew R 
T Davies AM, Leader of the Welsh Conservatives 
in the National Assembly, and Welsh Secretary 
Cheryl Gillan MP, were in the Vale last week to 
launch Welsh Tories’ local election campaign. 

Andrew R T Davies said: “It was a great priv¬ 
ilege for the Prime Minister to join us on the 
campaign trail to back small businesses in 
Barry. ” 



C S Boxall Ltd 


C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


Over 30 years experience in the plumbing and heating industry. 

Currently, we are undergoing a 
big expansion in our showroom 
and stores, enabling us to have 
more stock on display and held in 
lliy l _I store for our customers to purchase. 

CS Boxall can supply a same day service. 
V f ^ - Whatever you require, give us a call. 

% ii PLUMBING & HEATING MATERIALS 
m ~ k * CALOR GAS BOTTLES 


TOOL & PLANT HIRE 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 


For all your renewable energy 
requirements. Come and take a look 
at our working renewable energy 
centre and learn more about how to 
source energy for your home. 


I Up to 7 years warranty on 
Worcester boilers, parts and labour 


Air to air heat pump 
Solar ground source 
heat pump 

Solar water heating panels 
Wood burners ... 
multi-fuel, bio mass, wood, 
Gasification systems. 


Stockists of Draper 
Tools and Plant Hire. 


Serving both the commercial and domestic market. 
All work guaranteed - Finance Available. 


BOILERS 


Office 01446 772444 
Shop 01446 772292 
www.csboxall.co.uk 


OPEN: 
8.00am 
I’til 5.00pm 


Gas Safe Installers [B 


FREE LOCAL CALOR GAS DELIVERY & FREE SAFETY CHECK 
39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, Nr Cowbridge, CF71 7PF 


Art for Autism competition 
launched at Westminster 



ABOVE: Alun Cairns MP (second on left) with fellow judges at the launch of the 
Create! Art for Autism 2012 competition. 


BEECHWOOD College 
launched the national art 
competition, Create! Art 
for Autism 2012, at a par¬ 
liamentary reception in 
London, hosted by Alun 
Cairns, MP for the Vale. 

In its second year, the compe¬ 
tition has attracted high profile 
judges, including TV presenters 
Jane Asher and Gaby Roslin, and 


Mark Lever, chief executive of 
the National Autistic Society. 

The judging panel also includes 
Mr Cairns MP, Hugh Morgan, 
chief executive of Autism Cymru 
and Brendan Burns, twice winner 
of the National Eisteddfod Gold 
Medal in fine art and lecturer at 
the University of Glamorgan. 

It is open to all young people 
aged 11-25 years with an Autistic 
Spectrum Condition (ASC) 
including Asperger’s Syndrome. 


They are invited to enter the 
four main categories: 2D art, 3D 
art, digital art and poetry. 

The finalists’ artwork will 
form a national art tour involving 
Cardiff, Bristol, Birmingham and 
London. 

Closing date for the competi¬ 
tion is May 18. Finalists will 
then be announced on June 12 
and the awards ceremony will 
take place on July 6. 


Supernatural visitors on 
Barry Island ghost train 


THE famous seaside resort of 
Barry Island (known in Welsh 
as Ynys y Barri) gets its name 
from St Baruc from the 6th 
Century. 

It looks out across the Bristol 
Channel, and remained as an iso¬ 
lated island until the 1880s.Barry 
Island was first documented in 
1087, when the Vikings invaded 
the waters around the area. 

Evidence of Stone Age settle¬ 
ments have also been found by 
archaeologists, who unearthed 
Mesolithic flint tools at Friars 
Point, as well as Bronze Age bur¬ 
ial mounds or cairns. 

Immigrants are thought to have 
flocked to the area, where indica¬ 
tions of both Bronze Age and Iron 
Age Celtic cultures inhabited the 
island. A Celtic tribe, the Silures 
also left their mark, and even the 
Romans are thought to have occu¬ 
pied the islet. 

It was during the Roman era 
that St Baruc, who was a disciple 
of St. Cadoc, visited the island, 
and on being sent back to Flat 
Holm to retrieve notes to read to 
the people from St Cadoc, 
drowned in the treacherous waters 
of the Channel. 

His body was buried in a chapel 
dedicated to him in Friars Road, 
where its ruins are still visible. 

The island would probably 
have been overshadowed by 
woodland during ancient times, so 


it would only be possible to reach 
it by boat or on foot across the 
sands at low tide. But over time, 
the trees were felled to cultivate 
the land for farming. 

The leisure park was founded 
by Vernon Studt from Bavaria, 
who began his life on the island 
dealing horses, before opening the 
first showground on Barry Island 
beach in the late 1800s. 

During the 1880s, Barry Island 
(or peninsula as it is also known) 
became connected to the mainland 
when Barry town began to 
expand. Barry Docks was estab¬ 
lished by David Davies, and 
opened by the Barry Railway 
Company in 1896 when the line 
was completed to carry steam 
trains. 

Butlins, on the hill at Nell’s 
Point, was the smallest camp built 
in UK, opening for business in 
1966. Over 800 chalets were built 
to accommodate people and 
Butlins sold the business in 1986 
to Majestic Holidays. The camp 
eventually closed in 1996 with the 
land cleared by 2005. 

Wales is known for its tales of 
myths and legends, and Barry 
Island seems to hold its own 
account of folklore and ghostly 
tales. 

The hazy image of a lady 
dressed in old-fashioned clothing 
is understood to walk the hills 
around Whitmore Bay. It is not 


known who she was, but why 
would this lady want to revisit a 
place that would be unrecognis¬ 
able to her today, in a modem 
world beyond her understanding? 

On clear, moonlit nights in the 
depths of the Bristol Channel, a 
mysterious ghost ship is said to 
trawl the seas around the island, 
only to vanish into thin air. Could 
this distinct image be a ship from 
a bygone era, or just an illusion of 
the mind? 

Within the grounds of the 
Pleasure Park, the ghost train is 
thought to attract visitors of the 
supernatural kind. Tmcks inside 
this fearful attraction have been 
said to run along the tracks on 
their own accord for no apparent 
reason. 

One account describes an 
unrecognisable passenger travel¬ 
ling in one of the tmcks, only to 
disappear in an instant. Who 
could this mysterious person be, 
and could they have had links with 
funfairs from a departed era? 

The legend of aliens circling the 
skies around the island is a mod¬ 
ern mythical tale. They are said to 
descend on the area in search of 
fish and other modern foodstuffs. 

But is this a story of fantasy, or 
just a tale of make-believe? Fact 
or fiction ? Only you can decide... 

HAYLEY WILLIAMS 

hayley.williams550@yahoo.com 
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‘Wales the only part of the UK not 
to be electrified in any way...’ 

Warning that 
Vale railway 
line could be 
left in the cold 


INDEPENDENT SPECIALISTS: 

The best dealer alternative 


INDEPENDENT Euro 
specialist garage 
Permoveo offers in- depth 
diagnostics, servicing and 
general maintenance for 
all European manufac¬ 
turers and specialises 
particularly in BMW, 
Mercedes, Jaguar and 
Porsche. 

Our objective is to provide a 
high quality alternative to the 
franchised dealers. Being com¬ 


mitted to the highest possible 
standards means that while 
we’re more expensive than 
your bargain basement back 
street garage, we offer really 
good value when compared to 
the local dealers. 

Our staff are committed to 
putting you, the customer, first. 
We promise that you’ll be treat¬ 
ed with respect by our helpful, 
approachable staff. 

Our workshop is fully 
equipped and we use our gen¬ 


uine BMW diagnostics equip¬ 
ment and specialised tools, the 
same as any franchised BMW 
dealership. All our technicians 
have a wealth of experience, 
including electronic diagnos¬ 
tics, engine management and 
on board electronics. 

We also have a huge range 
of after-market diagnostic 
equipment like Autologic and 
Bosch FSA/KTS putting us at 
the forefront of diagnostic 
capability. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

FEATURE 


One of the key differences 
between us and most independ¬ 
ent garages is our attention to 
detail. When you use us to per¬ 
form your inspection servicing, 
you can rest assured that we 
will thoroughly inspect the car 
just as the manufacturer intend¬ 
ed. 

Pop in and see us at Unit 5, 
Woodham Road, Barry or call 
01446 732272. Full contact 
details are also in our advert 
on page 34. 


A TRANSPORT 
charity is claiming 
that the Vale rail¬ 
way system could 
miss out on invest¬ 
ment, leaving it as 
an old, ‘dirty’ sys¬ 
tem that would 
hamper local devel¬ 
opment. 

Lee Waters, the direc¬ 
tor of the sustainable 
transport charity, 

Sustrans, says that there 
is a real danger that the 
electrification of the val¬ 
leys lines will exclude 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
line. 

He told The GEM: “If 
the rest of the valleys 
network are upgraded 
and the line through 
Barry is not, we will face 
the prospect of old fash¬ 
ioned ‘dirty’ trains run¬ 
ning slowly from the 
Vale into Cardiff, where 
passengers will have to 
change onto modern 
electric-powered trains 
for onward journeys. 

“At a time when the 
passenger demand at 
Barry will be increasing, 
this sends all the wrong 
messages.” 

Mr Waters is calling 
for local politicians to 
put aside party interests 
to come together to cam¬ 
paign for the Vale line to 
be included in the elec¬ 
trification programme - 
a programme that is like¬ 
ly to be given the go- 
ahead over the next cou¬ 
ple of months. 

He said: “I think an 
alliance of all parties, 
Pride in Barry, the Vale 
Council and local busi¬ 
nesses could be crucial 
in persuading the UK 
Department for 

Transport (DfT) to elec¬ 
trify the whole valleys 
network and not just the 
‘core’ valleys - which is 
as I understand it the 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 

current position.” 

Mr Waters said that he 
had been part of a cross¬ 
party delegation with 
businesses and charities 
to Westminster recently 
to lobby for the electrifi¬ 
cation of the whole of 
the valleys lines, and the 
mainline to Swansea. 

He said that such 
infrastructure invest¬ 
ment was not devolved, 
and would be assessed 
by the UK Government. 
As such, Wales would 
have to compete with a 
number of English 
schemes, including the 
Northern Hub (rail 
schemes in and around 
Manchester) and 

Midland Mainline 
Electrification. 

Mr Waters said that he 
understood that, as 
things stand, the DfT is 
more likely to back the 
midlands than the Vale 
investment. 

He added: “We need 
to make an united case 
for the wider benefits to 
the whole south Wales 
economy. 

“A fully electrified 
network provides for the 
most efficient fleet and 
lowest cost operations, 
as well as providing a 
comprehensive founda¬ 
tion for a region wide 
economic regeneration.” 

Vale MP Alun Cairns 
said: “Having met the 
Secretary of State for 
Transport to discuss the 
issue just two weeks 
ago, I am delighted that 
the Prime Minister gave 
positive noises during 
his visit to Barry last 
Thursday. 

“ I ensured that when 
they talk about the 
Valleys line, that it also 
incorporates the Vale of 
Glamorgan line, too! 

“There are a few 


issues that the Welsh 
Government and 

Department for 

Transport need to co¬ 
operate on but am I pos¬ 
itive for a good outcome. 

“It is hard to believe 
that Wales is the only 
part of the UK not to be 
electrified in any way. 

“ Those who are com¬ 
plaining loudest need to 
be aware of the record 
over the last 15 years, 
when we were left out of 
electrification.” 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
said: “The Welsh 

Government has submit¬ 
ted a business case to the 
UK Department of 
Transport for the electri¬ 
fication of the entire 
Valleys Rail network- 
including the Vale. 

“It is vital that the 
Vale of Glamorgan line 
is included in the electri¬ 
fication of the Valleys 
Lines, to support the 
regeneration of Barry 
and the successful 
implementation of the St 
Athan Enterprise Zone 
launched last week. 

“I have raised this 
with the Transport 
Minister, Carl Sargeant 
AM and he has respond¬ 
ed, saying, ‘The UK 
Government will be 
deciding its rail invest¬ 
ment priorities for 
England and Wales., 
between now and July. 

“I am in continuing 
dialogue with the 
Secretary of State for 
Transport, pressing the 
case for this investment 
in the strongest terms.” 

Paul Haley, of Pride 
in Barry, said that he 
supported any moderni¬ 
sation of the Vale rail¬ 
way line. 

However, he felt that 
electrification was not 
the only answer. 

He said: “There needs 
to be more joined-up 
thinking about the rail 
network. 

“I travel to London on 
business and frequently 
face long waits on the 
platform, because con¬ 
necting routes from the 
Vale and Valley lines are 
poorly synchronised 
with the trains to 
London.” 


DYFFRYN TALK 

THE next meeting of The Vale of Glamorgan 
Association of National Trust members will be 
held on April 18 at 7.30pm in the Duke of 
Wellington Hotel, Cowbridge. 

Geraldine Donovan, project manager and site 
curator at Dyffryn Gardens willspeak on ‘Dyffryn 
House - The Restoration Story’. 


Andrew RT Davies AM 

Conservative AM for South Wales Central 
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What kind of dog will choose you? 



We've got small ones, tall ones, cheeky ones and squeaky ones, 



sporty ones, haughty ones, fluffy ones and scruffy ones. 



If fou’rs looking for a lovely dog come to Dogs Trust Bridgend. 

^ We ve got Iocs of happv, healthy dogs 
^ Thrive been neutered and micro capped 

They're vaccinated and given a complete hearth-check 
Well qrve your dog four weeks’ free entrance 
^ VWII get free advice throughout your dog’* life 
16 see ail our dogs, visit our web&rta, dogstrust org.uk 
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The GEM is proud to be an official partner of the 2012 National Eisteddfod in the Vale of Glamorgan 

Mae’r GEM yn falch ofod yn un o bartneriaid swyddogol Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Bro Morgannwg, 2012 

Gorsedd ceremony promises to be memorable 


Gorsedd 

ceremonies 

THE Gorsedd cere¬ 
monies are some of the 
most memorable 

moments at any 
National Eisteddfod - 
the Pavilion lights are 
dimmed and an expec¬ 
tant hush descends 
upon the capacity audi¬ 
ence, as they await the 
fanfare of horns. 

Lights sweep across a 
sea of faces until one, 
and only one person 
rises. 

On stage, the 
Archdruid stands in his 
golden regalia while 
behind him, the green, 
blue and white robed 
rows of Gorsedd mem¬ 
bers make for a striking 
backcloth. 

For the writers them¬ 
selves, the drama will 
have started months 
before as they rush to get 
their entries in on time, 
using pseudonyms 


instead of their real 
names. The winner’s 
identity will be kept a 
very close secret known 
to only a few. The rest of 
the ceremony is just 
thrilling - it is one of the 
great spectacles of Welsh 
culture. 

The Gorsedd of the 
Bards is a society of 
poets, writers, musicians, 
artists and individuals 
who have made a notable 
contribution to the 
nation, its language and 
culture. 

It is the Gorsedd 
which is responsible for 
the pageantry of the 
National Eisteddfod of 
Wales and it organizes 
and presents the colour¬ 
ful and dramatic cere¬ 
monies which are held 
during the Eisteddfod. 

The Gorsedd, as you 
may have read recently 
in The GEM, was the 
creative invention of Iolo 
Morganwg, one of 


Underfloor Heating? 
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Best Prices Guaranteed 
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Wales’ most famous and 
eccentric scholars, who 
felt that it should be 
made known that the 
Welsh were the direct 
descendants of Celtic 
culture and heritage. 

Iolo Morgannwg - or 
Edward Williams to give 
him his real name - was 
born at Pen-onn, near 
Llancarfan, and was 
raised in the village of 
Flemingston in the Vale 
of Glamorgan. 

The Gorsedd of Bards 
first came together in 
1792, not in Wales as you 
might expect, but on 
Primrose Hill in London. 

It made its first 
appearance at the 
Eisteddfod in 

Carmarthen in 1819, and 
from the time that the 
National was born in 
1860-1861. Its close 
association with the festi¬ 
val has remained. 
Nowdays, an Eisteddfod 
without the Gorsedd of 
Bards is unthinkable. 

The head of the 
Gorsedd of Bards is the 
Archdruid, who is elect¬ 
ed for a term of three 
years, and is responsible 
for conducting the 
Gorsedd ceremonies dur¬ 
ing the Proclamation and 
Eisteddfod week. The 
current Archdruid is T 
James Jones or Jim Parc 
Nest to give his bardic 
name. 


The ceremony in 
which the winning poet 
is chaired for composing 
a collection of poems, an 
ode or other poem - all in 
strict metre on a specific 
subject - is one of high¬ 
lights of the Gorsedd of 
the Bards’ pageantry at 
every National 

Eisteddfod. It is held on 
the Friday afternoon of 
the Eisteddfod week. 

It is a very old cere¬ 
mony. The custom of 
competing for a chair in 
the King’s court was 
already well-established 
in Hywel Dda’s time in 
the tenth century and 
when the Lord Rhys held 
his Eisteddfod. In 
Cardigan in 1176, the 
prize for the chief poet 
and chief musician was a 
chair each. 

Having re-established 
the eisteddfodic move¬ 
ment in Bala in 1789, 
winning the chair 
became the ambition of 
every poet, although 
there was no Gorsedd 
ceremony associated 
with it yet. 

It was at the first 
provincial Eisteddfod in 
Dyfed/Dinefwr in 

Carmarthen in 1819 that 
Iolo succeeded in linking 
the rites of the Gorsedd 
of the Bards with the cer¬ 
emony of Chairing the 
winning Bard. 

In 1867, it was decid¬ 



ed to assign the chair for 
an ode in strict metre and 
to award a crown for the 
best pryddest in free 
metre. 

The chairing ceremo¬ 
ny at 1917 Birkenhead 
Eisteddfod was both 
memorable and harrow¬ 
ing. Hedd Wyn was the 
bardic name of Ellis 
Humphrey Evans, a 
Trawsfynydd shepherd 
and gifted poet. 

Following success in 
local competitions and a 
second place for the chair 
in the National 
Eisteddfod at 

Aberystwyth, Ellis set his 
sights on the chair at the 
Birkenhead Eisteddfod 
of 1917. 

Ellis joined the thou¬ 
sands of soldiers serving 
on the Western Front dur¬ 
ing World War I and 
drew upon his wartime 
experiences to write the 
poem Yr Arwr (The 
Hero), which describes 
the realities of war for 
both the soldiers and 
their families back home. 

Back in Birkenhead, 
as the judges called out 
the name of the victori¬ 
ous bard, there was 
silence in the auditorium. 
Hedd Wyn had been 


killed six weeks earlier 
on July 31, 1917, during 
the battle for Pilckem 
Ridge, Ypres. 

After the war, a peti¬ 
tion was submitted to the 
Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission, and 
it was granted that his 
grave in Belgium did not 
read simply E H Ellis, 
but Y Prifardd Hedd Wyn 
(The Principal Bard, 
Hedd Wyn). 

The crowning ceremo¬ 
ny, which is held on the 
Monday of the 
Eisteddfod week, is an 
equally impressive cere¬ 
mony. 

During this ceremony 
for the first time during 
the Eisteddfod week the 
‘Flower Dance’ will be 
performed. The Flower 
Dance is a colourful part 
of the Gorsedd cere¬ 
monies. 

Local girls are chosen 
to perform the dance, 
which is based on a pat¬ 
tern of flower gathering 
from the fields. 

Girls aged nine to 11 
from all over the Vale of 
Glamorgan were invited 
to an open audition last 
year to select the Flower 
Dancers; 34 were suc¬ 
cessful and performed 
the dance for the first 
time at the Proclamation 
Ceremony in Barry 
which was held in June. 

The dance portrays the 


gathering of meadow 
flowers and the girls 
dress in green tunics 
adorned with wild flow¬ 
ers. However, it is a com¬ 
paratively recent rite. It 
was performed for the 
first time at the 
Machynlleth 
Proclamation ceremony 
in 1936 and it was 
devised by Cynan, the 
Gorsedd Recorder, and 
junior school teachers 
from the area. 

One of the most 
prominent roles played 
during these ceremonies 
will be that by ex- 
Scarlets and Wales rugby 
player Robin McBryde 
as the Grand Sword 
Bearer. It will be Robin 
who carries the Great 
Gorsedd sword during 
the Gorsedd processions 
and during the 
Ceremonies themselves 
holding it aloft to the 
Archdruids’ call for 
peace. 

Carrying a sword was 
one of the rituals in Iolo 
Morganwg's first 

Gorsedd held in 
Primrose Hill. Iolo, a 
pacifist, wanted to 
emphasise that the Bards 
met in peace and when a 
naked sword was placed 
on the Logan Stone (the 
main stone in the middle 
of the Gorsedd Circle 
where the Archdruid 
stands) they proceeded to 


sheath it as a symbol of 
peace in Gorsedd. 

In 1888, Phillip Yorke 
of Erddig Hall presented 
a ceremonial sword to 
the Gorsedd which was 
used until the turn of the 
century. Then, in 1899, 
Professor Hubert 

Herkomer designed a 
Grand Sword for the 
Gorsedd. On the scab¬ 
bard the following mot¬ 
toes were inscribed: 

“7 Gwir yn erbyn y 
Byd’ (The Truth against 
the World, motto of the 
Gorsedd of the Isle of 
Britain); 'Duw a phob 
DaionV (God and all 
Goodness, the Chair of 
Glamorgan and Gwent); 
'Colon wrth Galon ’ 
(Heart to Heart, the Chair 
of Dyfed); ‘A Laddo a 
Leddir'f He who Kills 
shall be Killed, the Chair 
of Powys); ‘ Iesu na ad 
gamwaith ’ (Jesus, let 
there be no injustice, the 
Chair of Gwynedd). 

This is the Grand 
Sword still in use today. 

The Gorsedd 

Ceremonies at the Vale of 
Glamorgan Eisteddfod 
will be held on Monday, 
August 6 (crowning cer¬ 
emony), Wednesday, 
August 8 (Literary 
medal) and Friday, 
August 10 (Chairing cer¬ 
emony). 

(CONTINUED 

ON PAGE 13) 
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Mae’r Comisiwn ar Ddatganoii yng Nghymru yn ystyried a ddyiai 
Uywodraeth Cymru gael pwerau i fenthyg arian ac i amrywio trethL 

Mae'r Comisiwn yn ymweid b'r Bont-faen a Phen-y-bont ar Ogwr [i 
ac am gtywed etch barn. 

t BtHJAMtti fBAMUtt fAMOifSIV ONC£ SAID 

M In this world nothing can be said to 
be certain, except death and taxes W 

The Commission on Devolution in Wales is looking at whether the 
Welsh Government should have tax varying and borrowing powers 

The Commission is coming to Cowbridge and Bridgend and wants 

1 to hear your views. 

SESIWN GALW HEIBIO MEWN BORE COFFI 

COFFEE MORNING DROP IN SESSION @ 

Neuadd y Dref, y Bont-faen 

Cowbridge Town Hall, Cowbridge 

17 EBRILL 2012 

17 APRIL 2012 

10- 11am 

10-1 lam 

Dewch i starad Xr Conutrynwyr a letsloch barn mean awyrgych anffurftol. 

Come and speak to Commissioners and give your vicw* sn an informal vetting. 

SESIWN CASGLU TYSTIOLAETH 

PUBLIC EVIDENCE SESSION @ 

yn yr Ystafell Fwrdd, Gwesty'r Heronston, 

The Boardroom, Heronston Hotel, 

Pen-y-bont ar Ogwr 

Bridgend 

17 EBRILL 2012 

17 APRIL 2012 

2.30-3.30pm 

2.30 3.30pm 

Dewch i gyflwyno tystiotacth ffurhol gcfbron y Comisiwn. 

Come and gw formal evidence to the Commission. 

Dyma'ch cyfle 1 leisio'ch barn am drethl 

This is your chance to have 

yng Nghymru 

your say about taxes in Wales 


www.commissionondevolutioninwales.independent.gov.uk 

www.comKiwnarddatganoiiyngnghvmru.independent.gov.uk 


Commission on Devolution in Woles 
Comisiwn ar Ddatganoii yng Nghymru 
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IMPORTANT CEREMONY 


(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 12) 

Tickets for the cere¬ 
monies which include 
field admission for that 
day are now on sale and 
available to buy from the 
Eisteddfod website : 
www.eisteddfod.org.uk 
or by phoning the ticket 
hotline on 0845 4090 
800. 

Welsh phrase of the 
week/Ymadrodd yr 
wythnos: 

Dwi wedi bwyta gor- 
mod o wyau pasg (Dwee 
wade-ee booita gore- 
mod oh oo-aye passg) 
which means ‘I’ve eaten 
too many Easter eggs 

Seremoniau 
yr Orsedd 

Y SEREMONIAU yw 
rhai o ddigwyddiadau 
mwyaf cofiadwy 

unrhyw Eisteddfod. 
Mae golau’r Pafiliwn 
yn cael ei bylu ac mae 
ton o dawelwch yn disg- 
yn dros y gynulleidfa 
wrth iddynt aros am 
alwad y Cyrn Gwlad. 

Y sgubir golau ar 
draws y pafiliwn cyn 
cyrraedd un man lie sefir 
y bardd buddugol ar ei 
d/thraed. Saif yr 
Archdderwydd ar y 
llwyfan yn ei regalia aur 
gyda’r Orsedd tu cefn 
iddo yn barod i gyfarch y 
bardd ar y llwyfan. 

I’r beirdd ei hunain 
dyma benllanw misoedd 
o aros ers postio’r gwaith 
erbyn y dyddiad cau gan 
ddefnyddio ffug enw yn 
hytrach nag enwau bob 
dydd. Cedwir enw’r 
bardd neu’r lienor bud¬ 
dugol yn gudd, gyda dim 
ond ychydig yn gwybod 
y gyfrinach. Mae’r sere¬ 
moniau yma yn wefreid- 
diol - un o uchafbwynti- 
au celfyddyd Cymraeg. 

Cymdeithas o feirdd, 
llenorion, cerddorion, 
artistiaid ac unigolion 
sydd wedi gwneud cyfra- 
niad nodedig i Gymru, ei 
hiaith a’i diwylliant yw 
Gorsedd Beirdd Ynys 
Prydain. Gorsedd y 
Beirdd sy’n gyfrifol am 
basiantri Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Cymru a hi 
sy’n trefnu a chynnal ser- 
emoniau lliwgar a dra- 
matig y Cyhoeddi, defo- 
dau Cylch yr Orsedd, a 
seremoniau’r Coroni, y 
Fedal Ryddiaith a’r 
Cadeirio ar lwyfan y 
Brifwyl. 

Efallai eich bod wedi 
darlen yn Y GEM yn ddi- 
weddar ffrwyth 

dychymyg Iolo 

Morgannwg oedd yr 
Orsedd. Ganwyd Iolo, 
neu Edward Williams, i 
rhoi iddo ei enw enedigol 
ym Mhenn-Onn ger 
Llancarfan a magwyd ef 
ym mhentref Trefflemin 
ym Mro Morgannwg. 


Cynhaliwd yr Orsedd 
gyntaf yn 1792 ym Mryn 
y Briallu, Llundain ac 
ymddangosodd am y tro 
cyntaf yn yr Eisteddfod 
yn ystod Eisteddfod 
Caerfyrddin 1819 ac ers 
creu sefydliad yr 
Eisteddfod Genedlaethol 
yn 1860/1 mae ei gysyll- 
tiad agos gyda’r 
Eisteddfod wedi parhau. 
Erbyn hyn mae’n anodd 
dychmygu Eisteddfod 
heb Gorsedd y Beirdd. 

Pennaeth yr Orsedd 
yw’r Archdderwydd ac 
fe’i etholir am dymor o 
dair blynedd ac ef sydd 
yn gyfrifol am 
Seremoniau yr Orsedd 
yn ystod yr Eisteddfod ac 
hefyd yn ystod Seremoni 
y Cyhoeddi. Yr 
Archdderwydd presennol 
yw T James Jones. 

Mae Seremoni y 
Cadierio am gyfansoddi 
cerdd mewn cynghanedd 
yn un o uchafbwyntiau 
unrhyw Eisteddfod. 

Cynhelir y Seremoni 
yma ar brynhawn dydd 
Gwener yr Eisteddfod. 

Mae’n seremoni 
hynafol iawn. Yr oedd yr 
arfer o gystadlu am 
gadair yn llys y Brenin 
eisoes yn hen yng 
nghyfnod Hywel Dda yn 
y ddegfed ganrif a phan 
gynhaliodd yr Arglwydd 
Rhys ei Eisteddfod yn 
Aberteifi yn 1176, cadair 
yr un oedd gwobrau'r prif 
fardd a’r prif gerddor. 
Yna, tua 1451, yn 
eisteddfod Caerfyrddin 
cadeiriau arian a enill- 
wyd a thrachefn yn 
eisteddfodau Caerwys yn 
1523 a 1567. 

Wedi ail-sefydlu’r 
mudiad eisteddfodol yn y 
Bala yn 1789 ennill y 
Gadair oedd uchelgais 
pob bardd ond nid oedd 
seremoni orseddol 
ynghlwm wrth hyn eto. 
Yn Eisteddfod Daleithiol 
Dyfed/Dinefwr yng 
Nghaerfyrddin yn 1819 
llwyddodd Iolo 

Morganwg i gysylltu’r 
mudiad eisteddfodol a 
defod Gorsedd y Beirdd 
ac a chadeirio’r bardd 
buddugol. 

Yn 1867 y penderfyn- 
wyd neilltuo’r Gadair ar 
gyfer awdl yn y mesurau 
caeth a chael Coron am 
bryddest yn y mesur 
rhydd. 

Mae Seremoni 

Cadeirio Eisteddfod 
Penbedw 1917 ymhlith 
un o’r rhai mwyaf cofi¬ 
adwy a thrist. Hedd Wyn 
oedd enw barddol Ellis 
Humphrey Evans, bugail 
a bardd dawnus o 
Drawsfynydd. 

Yn dilyn llwyddiant 
mewn cystadlaethau lleol 
ac ail yng nghys- 
tadleuaeth y gadair yn 
Eisteddfod Genedlaethol 
Aberystwyth fe drodd 


sylw Ellis at Eisteddfod 
Penbedw 1917. Fel 
miloedd o fechgyn ifanc 
arall o Gymru fe ymun- 
odd efo’r fyddin ac ysby- 
dolwyd gan ei brofiadau i 
ysgrifennu’r gerdd ar y 
testun ‘Yr Arwr.’ 

Lie disgrifiodd gwiri- 
onedd rhyfel i’r milwyr 
a’u teuluoedd adref. 

Ym Mhenbedw, wrth 
i’r beirniad alw allan 
enw’r bardd buddugol mi 
oedd tawelwch yn y 
Pafiliwn oherwydd mar- 
wolaeth Hedd Wyn 
chwech wythnos yn gynt 
ar Orffennaf 31, 1917 yn 
ystod brwydr Pilckem 
Ridge yn Ypres. 

Mae Seremoni y 
Coroni a gynhalwyd ar 
brynhawn Llun yr 
Eisteddfod yn seremoni 
yr un mor lliwgar. Yn 
ystod y Seremoni yma y 
perfformir y ddawns flo- 
dau am y tro cyntaf yn 
ystod yr Eisteddfod. 
Heb os dyma un o ddefo- 
dau mwyaf poblogaidd 
seremoniau Gorsedd y 
Beirdd. 

Yn dilyn clyweliadau 
llynedd dewisiwyd 34 o 
ferched o ysgolion cyr- 
nadd ar draws y fro i 
gymryd rhan; gwisgant 
wisgoedd gwyrddion a 
blodau’r maes yn eu had- 
durno, a blodau yn 
goronau yn eu gwalltiau 
a chariant duswau o flo- 
dau. 

Dawns i gyfleu casglu 
blodau’r maes yw hi a 
chyfunir Cyflwyno’r 
Flodeuged a hi trwy i 
ddwy o’r dawnswyr ych- 
wanegu'u tuswau hwy at 
y Flodeuged ei hun. 

Eto, defod gymharol 
ddiweddar yw hi. Yng 
Ngorsedd Gyhoeddi 
Machynlleth, 1936 y 
gwelwyd hi gyntaf a gel- 
lir ei phriodoli i ddy- 
chymyg y Cofiadur, 
Cynan ac athrawesau 
ysgolion cynradd y fro. 
Nid ymddangosodd y 
dawnswyr ar lwyfan y 
Brifwyl tan ddefod y 
Cadeirio yn Eisteddfod 
Ystradgynlais, 1954. 

Chwaraeir rhan flaen- 
llaw yn ystod 
Seremoniau yr Orsedd 
gan gyn - chwaraewr 
rygbi’r Scarlets a 
Chymru, Robin Me 
Bryde gan taw ef fydd yn 
cario cleddyf yr Orsedd. 

Yr oedd cario cleddyf 
yn rhan o ddefodaeth 
Gorsedd gyntaf Iolo 
Morgannwg yn 1792. Fel 
heddychwr pwysleisiai 
Iolo mai mewn heddwch 
yr ymgynullai beirdd 
Gorsedd Ynys Prydain a 
phan osodwyd cleddyf 
noeth ar Faen yr Orsedd 
cynorthwyodd y beirdd 
oedd yn bresennol i wis- 
go'r wain amdano fel 
arwydd o Heddwch. 

Defod ar wahan oedd 


yr un lie gelwid allan am 
‘Heddwch’ ar y dechrau 
ond yn raddol daethpwyd 
i'w chysylltu a defod y 
cleddyf. 

Yn Eisteddfod 

Wrecsam, 1888, 

cyflwynodd Phillip 
Yorke o Bias Erddig 
gleddyf seremoni'ol a 
ddefnyddiwyd tan droad 
y ganrif. 

Yna, yng Nghaerdydd, 
1899, cynlluniodd yr 
Athro Hubert Herkomer 
Gleddyf Mawr ar gyfer 
Gorsedd y Beirdd. 
Eglurodd symbolaeth y 
cynllun: crisial naturiol y 
earn yn cynrychioli 
cyfriniaeth; y tair llinell 
sanctaidd yn cynrychi¬ 
oli’r ymdrech gyntaf i 
ysgrifennu ‘Iehofa’; y 
ddraig - i’w gwarchod. 
Ar y wain roedd y 
cyswyneiriau: ‘Y gwir 


yn erbyn y byd’ 
(cyswynair Gorsedd 
Beirdd Ynys Prydain); 
Duw a phob Daioni' 
(Cadair Morgannwg a 
Gwent); Calon wrth 
Galon’ (Cadair Dyfed); 
A Laddo a Leddir 
(Cadair Powys); ‘Iesu na 
ad gamwaith’ (Cadair 
Gwynedd); Dyma’r 
Cleddyf Mawr a ddefny- 
ddir heddiw. 

Cynhelir Seremoniau 
yr Orsedd yn ystod 
Eisteddfod Bro 

Morgannwg ar Ddydd 
Llun, Mercher a Gwener. 
Mae tocynnau ar gyfer y 
Sermoniau eisioes ar 
werth ac ar gael o wefan 
yr Eisteddfod 

www.eisteddfod.org.uk 
neu drwy ffonio’r linell 
docynnau ar 0845 4090 
800. 

SIONED EDWARDS 


SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 


Gar./vR5r 


01656 659274 
01446 439214 
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SIMM 


Did you know you can find The GEM 
on Twitter? Follow us @ gem news 


MEADOWVALE NURSERY J 

Llantwit Major Road, Llantwit Major CF61 2YS 

‘‘THE PLACE FOR PLANTS” > 

We stock a large selection of 
Perennials, Shrubs, Summer Bedding, 

Hanging Baskets, Vegetable Plants 

and Herbs !»A C 

l/l/e now stock general garden sundries. ^ % 

Open to the Public 

7 ^ 01446 
794905 ^** 


half price 
bed sale 

and up to 3 years 
interest tree credit* 


extra 
20% off 

bedroom furniture 


extra 
£100 off 

selected beds 


plus extra 10% of* 
rol Lp mattresses 


BRIDGE NO 

wmn Horveva 
•Mateftoo Petcd fark 
CF31 3TN 

TEL: 01656 769135 
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| NEWS FROM YSGOL GYFUN BRO MORGANNWG | 

Three-day road trip made students 
feel proud of their Welsh heritage 

THE year-10 Welsh 
class at Ysgol Bro 
Morgannwg came to 
school far more 
excited than usual 
this St David’s Day, 
knowing that this 
year’s festival would 
be something spe¬ 
cial, year-10 pupil 
ROBIN TAIT 
reports. 

We were setting off 
on a three-day trip 
around Wales, organ¬ 
ised by the Welsh 
department. 

The aim was for us 
to gain a better under¬ 
standing of the subjects 
we study during the 
course, but we also 
learnt a great deal about 
our heritage, and came 
back having had a fan¬ 
tastic time and feeling 
proud to be Welsh. 

After a long bus 
journey through the 
mist, we arrived at our 
fist stop - the coastal 
town of Aberaeron - for 
a little shopping, lunch 
and some rare sunshine. 

Luckily for us the 
weather stayed warm 
throughout the rest of 


ABOVE: Fun and games with the Stwnsh team. 


our trip! Next up was 
the National Library in 
Aberystwyth were we 
enjoyed a ‘behind the 
scenes’ tour of the 
library and its vast stor¬ 
age areas. 

We were privileged 
to view a few of the 
nation’s historical treas¬ 
ures, including one of 
the first Welsh Bibles 
ever published, and the 
first map of Wales as a 
‘principality’. 

Then, it was off to 
the Urdd resort, Glan- 
llyn for a touching pres¬ 
entation on the drowned 
village - Capel Celyn - 
bingo, a film and sup- 


Coffee morning 

ON Saturday, April 14, a coffee morning 
will be held at Crossway Methodist Church, 
Barry, in aid of missions, from 10am. 


per before bed. 

There was even more 
to come the next day, 
which began at the 
Llanberis National Slate 
Museum. 

First, we learned all 
about slate quarrying 
years ago, before being 
given a hands on 
demonstration on how 
to cleave and shape the 
slate. 

It turned out that our 
teacher, Miss Jones, had 
quite a talent for this! 

After a visit to the 
gift shop and lunch by a 
beautiful lake, we 
moved on to the Kate 
Roberts Heritage 
Centre, learning all 
about the way of life 
back in the author’s 
time, as well as her per¬ 
sonal history.Next was 
Gelert’s Grave - the 


memorial to a faithful 
dog from the Mabinogi 
tales, who came to a 
tragic end. 

Finally we visited 
Llyn Celyn - the reser¬ 
voir built upon Capel 
Celyn - and the memo¬ 
rial chapel where graves 
from the village chapel 
where moved before the 
drowning. 

To finish off the 
night with a flourish, 
we attended the local 
eisteddfod - and even 
ended up winning first 
place with our group 
effort for the voice 
ensemble! 

We said goodbye 
sadly to Glan-llyn, our 
home for two nights, 
and were off to Bala for 
a spot of shopping. 

The last two destina¬ 
tions - Llywelyn, the 



The French Spelling Bee experts. 


tyhcrfan 


ri 

m 


l 


write your wil 

for £50 

between 16-27 


will 


i ty hafan? 


Sdectcd senators across south Woles hove teamed up with Ty hfcjfan 
to offer ttietr Wil drafting services* For more information, contact our 
Legocy Officer on 029 2047 2054 or fe 90 cydyhafan. 0 rg 


last Prince of Wales’ 
memorial in Cilmeri 
and the Aberfan 
Children’s memorial - 
were moving and quite 
emotional, and certainly 
a memorable end to our 
trip. 

We would like to say 
a huge thank you to our 
teachers - Mr Davies 
and Miss Jones - for 
giving us such an amaz¬ 
ing three days, and to 
Aled, the bus driver, for 
taking us everywhere 
and putting up with our 
terrible singing! 

I think it’s safe to say 
that you don’t always 
have to go to the ends 
of the earth to have a 
good time.... 

French 
Spelling Bee 

Congratulations go to 
Brennig Davies, Elin 
Alexander, Manon 


Wiliam and Beth 
Humphreys of Year 7 
who won the year-7 
French Spelling Bee 
competition. 

The pupils went on 
to represent the school 
in the regional round, 
competing against 
schools from across 
South Wales. 

Stwnsh comes 
to play 

Last week, two pre¬ 
senters from the S4C 
program Stwnsh came 
to visit year-7 and 8 
pupils. 

Screams of laughter 
were heard through the 
corridors, as pupils 
enjoyed a morning of 
fun and games in the 
school hall. 


ADVERTISING 

FEATURE 


Howell's 
School has 
a lot to offer 



The newly appointed head students for 2012-13. 

HOWELL’S School 
is renowned for 
excellent academic 
standards, superb 
facilities, strong sys¬ 
tems of pastoral 
care and a wide 
range of extracur¬ 
ricular activities in a 
friendly and pur¬ 
poseful atmosphere. 

It also actively pro¬ 
motes the development 
of self-confidence and 
independence of thought. 

The infant and junior 
schools provide a range 
of opportunities for 
exploration and creativi¬ 
ty. 

These are combined 
with a solid grounding 
in the basic skills and 
knowledge, and stan¬ 


dards reached are high. 

Howell’s accepts stu¬ 
dents of average and 
above-average ability, 
and provides exceptional 
“value added”. 

Last summer, at 
GCSE, half the entries 
were awarded A * and 96 
per cent A*-B. At A 
Level, two-thirds of all 
grades were A * and A. 

Class sizes are much 
smaller than the average 
and a highly experienced 
staff prepares students 
for university entrance, 
offering individual guid¬ 
ance. 

The co-educational 
sixth form college pro¬ 
vides excellent facilities 
for boys as well as girls, 
with strong and success¬ 
ful boys ’ sports teams. 



‘Good Things’ 

ON April 19, 20, 21 the 
Dinas Powys players 
present ‘Good Things’ 
by Liz Lochhead at the 
Parish Hall, Britway 
Road, Dinas Powys at 
7.30pm. For tickets, 
telephone 02920 
512868. 

Spring book 
sale 

COWBRIDGE Library 
is holding a spring 
book sale on Saturday, 
April 21 from 10am - 
4pm. 

Spring fayre 

AGE Concern held a 
successful spring fayre 
at the Senior Health 
Shop, Holton Road, 
Barry, to raise funds 
for the refurbishment 
of the shop. 

Jane Hutt AM, 
opened the fayre and 
congratulated Age 
Concern on their dedi¬ 
cated and hard work. 

A raffle was drawn 
by Alun Cairns MP. 

Contact 01446 
732385for further 
information. 



More than an education... 
Come along and see for yourself 

i Whole School Open Afternoon - 
Thursday May 3rd, 1.30pm - 3pm 


HSL 

029 2026 1832 
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Enjoy your 
Easier with a trip 
into the heart of the Vale of 
Glamorgan with FREE Parking 
and No queues! 


XL 


urvjrv-vL/L rr\v/m nrinnunL 

TO POWER FREE ON LA-Z-BOY 
AND LEATHER EDITIONS - 
A Natuzzi Group Company 

AND ALWAYS 


|The! Bestltihoice" Biggest- Brands] 




Don’t Miss It! 


Jjuy cuitf} confidence from a family business cuiih over 40 years experience 

Huge stocks of Beds, Bedroom Furniture, Sofas and Chairs, Leather and Soft Cover... 

Unit I, Retail Area. 

Llandow Ind. Est, 

Nr Cowbridge. CF71 7PA 

Tel: (01446) 772927/772928 

SATNAVCF 71 7 PA 


NORMAL OPINING H0L*$ 

MON Tl£S WED A FR1 WS3Ct*u OP&4 LATE EVWY 
THURSDAY 9arrv6prn. SAT l0mv53QpmSL/N I lam-Spm 


Visit our website at 
w'AV/.tbeplacetorhomesHdco.Lk 
Enqumes: email sa>es@theplacefoi+>omesltd.co.uk 
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Who wants to build what, and where in the Vale? 


The Occupier - 20 White House, The Knap, 
Barry - Remove semi-mature pine tree. 

Mr Shires - 16 Maes Glas, Barry - Crown raise 
to 4.5m removing secondary and pendulous 
branches only to form more compact upright 
crown to twin stemmed ash tree located in rear 
garden. 



BRICK & STONEWORK SPECIALIST 


NO VAT ON LABOUR COSTS 

www.briknit.co.uk 



• Public liability insurance • Fully qualified bricklayer 

• Over 15 years local authority experience 

Extensive Portfolio 

• Porches • Garages • Conservatories 

Excellent rates on stonework 
Call Chris for advice on 


01446 722645/07817 885271 


Mr J Shewring - 1 Elm Grove Lane, Dinas 
Powys - Reduce eight field maple and crown lift 
sorbus. 

M Sibert - 1 Church Avenue, Penarth - Reduce 
entire crown by up to 4.5m, crown thin and reduce 
end-loading. 

VJ Thomas and Son - Pancross Farm, 
Llancarfan - Siting of four mobile homes to 
accommodate agricultural workers. 

Mr Brendan Boylan - Woodland Rise, St 
Andrews Road, Dinas Powys - One storey exten¬ 
sion with attic bedroom (Amendment to full plan¬ 
ning permission 20120/00194/FUL). 

Mrs Michelle Proctor - 1 Old Barry Road, 
Penarth - Erection of acoustic perimeter fence. 

Mr Gethin Walters - 15 Mountjoy Avenue, 
Penarth - Single storey extension and dormer 
windows on rear and side elevations. 

Mr C Williams - 15 Glyn y Gog, Rhoose - Single 
storey extension and conservatory. 

Mr Ian Shumack - 3 Whittan Close, Rhoose - 
Replacement garage with workshop related to 
house at 3 Whittan Close. Change from flat to 
pitched room (2011/01099/FUL). 

Mr Mark Painter - Ambleside, 2 St Athan Road, 
Cowbridge - To make single storey extension into 
a two storey extension at rear of house. 

Mr Michael Long - Maendy Chapel, Maendy - 
Amendments to planning application 
2008/00335/FUL for conversion of Maendy 
Chapel to a single dwelling. 

Mr and Mrs B and S Edwards - 7A Boverton 
Road (first Floor Offices), Llantwit Major - 
Change of use of existing office accommodation 
into two self contained flats at first floor level. 

Mr Peter Wilkinson - 142-144 Holton Road, 
Barry - Removal of existing signage and installa¬ 
tion of replacement, converting the current royal 
Bank of Scotland to Santander. 

Mr Ray Thomas - Sutton Newydd Farm, Sutton 
Road, Llandow - construction of portal frame 
agricultural cattle building 36.59m (120ft) x 


30.49m, (100ft) x 4.39m (12ft) to eaves). 

Mr and Mrs Gadd - 14 Greenfield Avenue, Dinas 
Powys - Proposed second storey rear extension 
and dormer. 

Mr Ieuan Morris - Highbank, Llanmihangel 
Road, Llanblethian - Single storey extension 
incorporating kitchen and sitting area. 

Vale of Glamorgan Council - Old Hall, 
Community Centre, High Street, Cowbridge - 
The proposal is to install an external radio antenna 
of the rear of the Old Hall to provide IT network 
connectivity. 

Dr Simon Davies - 32 Tair Onen, Cowbridge - 
Two storey side extension with habitable loft space 
and a single storey rear extension. 

The Occupier - 34 Britway Road, Dinas Powys - 
Fell small sycamore in group, pollard other 
sycamores, prune back heavily end loaded limbs in 
Cypress trees. 

Enterprise Inns Pic - Three Bells Inn, Coldbrook 
Road West, Cadoxton - Ash trees to be felled. 

Mr Alun Williams - Church Farm Barns, 

Church Farm, Clemenstone - Renewal of previ¬ 
ously granted consent. 

Mr Arwyn Prichard - Vianshill Farm, St Nicholas 
- Variation of Condition 2 of approved application 
2008/01297/FUL to extend period of develop¬ 
ment/works. 

Lloyds Banking Group - 1 Windsor Road, 
Penarth - Repair and replace perished bathstone 
with new to the following areas: ballusters, high 
level cornice, curved cornice, due to falling mason¬ 
ry. 

Gareth Shaw - 12 Lord Street, Penarth - Loft 
conversion with roof dormers to front and rear ele¬ 
vations. 

Mr Graham Cartwright - The Croft, Llanmaes - 
Alterations and extension to existing house. 

Mr Steve Giblin - 4 Rhos Ddu, Penarth - Two 
front apex dormers and one rear apex dormer. 

Mr Ken Broad - Adjacent 44 Pyke Street, Barry - 
Construction of two linked dwellings at garage lock 


up. 

Mr Russell Evans - Marlborough Farm Lodge, 
Crossways, Cowbridge - One and two storey 
extensions, porches. 

Mr John Mudford - Alexandra Gardens 
Community Centre, Alexandra Crescent, Barry 

- Installation of new building to replace condemned 
existing building. 

Vale of Glamorgan Council - The Pavilion, Cwrt y 
Felin, Wick - New ramped access and disabled toi¬ 
let facility. 

Mrs Ruth Quinn - Town Hall, Church Street, 
Llantwit Major - Remove and replace existing 
flagpole. Install two new architectural flagpoles 
with internal halyard. 

Mr Phillips - 72 Eastgate, Cowbridge - Retention 
of one-bedroom self contained flat plus a steel bal¬ 
cony. 

Ms R Waterhouse - 163 Stanwell Road, Penarth - 
Proposed rear dormer extension to existing attic 
conversion. 

OCA UK Ltd - 21 Victoria Road, Penarth - Fell 
one elder, one wisteria and three Lawson cypress 
trees. 



Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

■3“ 01446 402848 
$ 07739 389578 


REPLACEMENT DOOR & WORKTOP SPECIALISTS 


FREE 

FITTING 

limited offer 



A family business with vast experience in the replacement 
door and worktop market. Everything you require from the 
doors, to worktops and new appliances and sinks 


DOOR H 

DOCTOR 

less mass, less cost 


01446 688018 • 01656 360027 

www.door-doctor.co.uk 
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Encouraging our young 
people to get gardening! 


A HOST of events are planned for 
the first Royal Horticultural 
Society (RHS) National Gardening 
Week, an initiative to encourage people 
to get growing. 

Between April 16 and 22, community plant and 
seed swaps, gardening advice clinics, workshops 


Complete 

Carpentry 

Services 



Qualified Carpenter 
with 25 years experience 

Decking • Kitchens 
Fencing • Bedrooms 
Doors/Locks • Shelving 
Garage Conversions 
Laminate Flooring 


Call Bryn Now 

Bryn Carpentry 

bryn-ruston@hotmail.co.uk 


IrnmacaBB 



by HANNAH STEPHENSON 


and garden parties are planned, along with input 
from gardening clubs, community groups and 
libraries. 

There’s also a big push for schools to become 
involved, with the RHS Show Cardiff (April 20-22) 
being the launch pad for the first Young School 
Gardener of the Year competition - a nationwide 
search to find the best young grower in the land. 

‘Get Kids Growing Day’, an annual competition 
aimed at gardeners up to the age of 16, will be 
launched on April 20 and is a key initiative for the 
campaign week. 

Divided into four age groups and aimed at the 
RHS campaign for school gardening, a teacher 
nominates a child by completing an online form by 
May 18. 

The RHS then chooses the four best entrants 
from each age group, who receive digital cameras 
to make videos demonstrating why they're such 
exemplary gardeners. They must submit the video 
by July 5. 

A winner of each age group will receive garden¬ 
ing tools and £500 in garden gift vouchers for their 
schools. 

The overall winner, crowned ‘Young School 
Gardener of the Year 2012’, will in addition spend 
a day at a RHS garden of their choice, working 
with a RHS gardener and receive family tickets to 
either RHS Tatton Park Flower Show or RHS 
Hampton Court Palace Flower Show 2013. 

Jacky Chave, RHS strategic schools manager, 
says: “Gardening in schools is a fantastic way of 
engaging young people in learning. Thanks to our 
campaign more than half of all primary school 
pupils in the country are gardening. 

“If through this competition we discover the next 
Monty Don, Alan Titchmarsh or Chris Collins, who 
in turn will inspire their friends and classmates to 
get into gardening, then how fantastic.” 


have you 
1EGISTERED 
rouR septic 
& / TANK /CESSPIT 
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WITH THE 
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY? 


Can help: 

Does your system meet 
Government standards ? 

Do you have concerns ? 

We provide: 

• A complete health check of your system. 

• Confidential advice on any problems. 

• Competitive rates on repairs. 

• Servicing of the system. 

• Emptying. 

• Registration on your behalf. 


Original deadline for registration has now 
been extended to the 30th June 2012 

DO NOT IGNORE IT 


► Package sewage treatment systems need 
yearly inspections/maintenance. 

* Any tank (e.g. septic tank) will need regular 
emptying to meet on-going EA requirements. 

Whether you need confirmation that your 
waste system is working, or if you need to 
empty, improve or renew your system, Floyds 
Environmental provide a confidential and 
professional service to meet your needs. 

07970 809096 
01656 722665 

Email: floyds@homecall.co.uk 


Future 

futurewindow@btconnect.< 
www.futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 




All OUR 
PRODUCTS 
COME WITH 
A 10 YEAR 
INSURANCE 
BACKED 
GUARANTEE 


Window 

Solutions** 

The Vertex PVC-u tile 
effect roof comes in 
different combinations 
and can combine glass as 
well as tile effect for those 
who would also prefer to 
add more light. 

There are many benefits 
to our Tile effect roof: 


Crafted from Vertex roof system 
Better U-value than traditional glass or 
polycarbonate 

Available in any colour, inside and out 
Eliminates the need for roof blinds-for 
true all season use 
Choice of colour finishes and any Ral 
colour matches 

At Future we only offer the best from customer 
service through to your finishing project. 

We are a family company you can rely on. 

For more information of our 
services and products also 
provided please visit our website 
or contact one of our friendly 
team free on 0800 032 0921. 


FENSA 


Monday-Friday 
Open soon on 
Saturdays 

Tel. 0800 032 0921 

Find us on Facebook & follow us on twitter 

tj 


• Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 




"“’“'APPIUUIM S 
COOKWARE CENTRE 


PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 

Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 




Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 

F “DISCOUNTS FOR THEOVER 60s" “ “Jv^hTr'I 

\ on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Please ask in-store for details) I 

Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & showroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 


Prices constantly checked to make sure 

WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday - Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG • LEG < 


Siemens • Smeg • Hotpoint • Canon • Electrolux • Zanussi • A E G • Liebherr • Miele • Caple 
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Snow White story is 
the fairest of them all! 


I N this slightly 
more cynical 
and weary age 
we live, it seems 
that the fairytales 
that nursed us 
through our child¬ 
hood need to be 
updated for modern 
audiences. 

The likes of Red 
Riding Hood and Hansel 
and Gretel have, or will 
be, toughened up by 
Hollywood, while the 
tale of Snow White will 
be pulling double duty, 
with the Kristen Stewart¬ 
starring Snow White and 
The Huntsman due out 
later in the year, while 
Mirror Mirror hits cine¬ 
mas now. 

Starring Lily Collins 
as Snow, it follows her 
story as she is banished 
from the kingdom by her 
wicked stepmother (Julia 
Roberts), only to meet 
up with a band of seven 
dwarves who, along with 
the charming Prince 
Alcott (Armie Hammer), 
may be able to help her 
free her townspeople, 
and herself, from the 
clutches of the queen... 

When thinking of 
fairytales you think of 
grand castles, gorgeous 
costumes, beautiful 
princesses and handsome 
princes; and certainly 


Mirror Mirror doesn't 
scrimp on any of those 
elements. 

But rather than simply 
place a pantomime on 
the big screen director 
Tarsem Singh unleashes 
a volley of colour and 
visual inventiveness that 
makes Mirror Mirror a 
pleasing, if unsubstan¬ 
tial, distraction that 
makes for a entertaining 
piece of work. 

Storytelling has never 
been Singh’s forte, the 
arch visuals of the likes 
of Immortals , The Cell 
and The Fall looking 
gorgeous yet having 
very little in terms of 
storytelling drive. 

Given the source 
material he’s working 
from here, cleverly 
tweaked for an audience 
made all the more know¬ 
ing by the likes of the 
Shrek franchis, he just 
about keeps the story 
flowing - but given that 
it is basic in the extreme 
then that is hardly the 
most glowing of refer¬ 
ences. 

Instead the weight 
falls on the magical 
world he has created, a 
snowy wonderland that 
strikes the right balance 
of beauty and grittiness, 
throwing the characters 
into a hyper-stylised uni¬ 
verse that, by Singh's 
standards, could be 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 

described as low-key. 

While the film looks 
gorgeous, Singh occa¬ 
sionally adds some beau¬ 
tifully stylised moments, 
a magical puppet attack 
on the dwarves hideout 
cleverly realised both in 
concept and execution, 
while the film has a 
glossy sheen that will 
certainly capture the eye. 


Story-wise, Jason 
Keller and Melisa 
Wallack adapt the origi¬ 
nal story and add just the 
right level of nodding 
and winking, thankfully 
not reducing the film to 
pop culture references 
but instead playing on 
the conventions of the 
story. 

The dialogue is 
sparky and witty, and if 
some characters are left 
a little too shapeless, it's 
more down to the neces¬ 
sity of the story rather 
than any shortcomings 
on the script. 

The performances are 
solidly entertaining, Lily 
Collins’ turn a little too 
bland, but she does man¬ 
age a sparkle in the eye 
that, sadly, lays underde¬ 
veloped; while Armie 
Hammer's prince is 
given extra-depth by the 
actor’s likeably game 
performance, skewering 
the dashing hero and 
happily playing the fool 
with great comedic 
effect. 

Nathan Lane, as 
always, delivers a pleas¬ 
ing support turn, all 
witty asides and quips, 
while the dwarves man¬ 
age to distinguish them¬ 
selves individually while 
sharing a good chem¬ 
istry. 

The biggest pull of 
the film is watching 
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Julia Roberts sink her 
teeth into the villainous 
role of the evil queen, 
and the actress delivers a 
strong turn, mixing 
malevolence with 
humour. 

Her queen is an out 
and out villain but not 
one you’re too willing to 
boo and hiss at, given 
how good her turn is. If 
Roberts is relaxing her 
output, as it appears she 
is, then the promise of 
more turns as playful as 
this one is more than 
welcome. 

As entertaining a film 
as Mirror Mirror is, 
there is little weight or 
substance to the film; 
instead it simply plays as 
a fairytale writ large, and 
while innocence seems a 
virtue long forgotten in 
the cinema, it’s for that 
very reason that Mirror 
Mirror is the fairest of 
them all! 

VERDICT A satis 
fyingly lightweight 
fairytale, Mirror Mirror 
is a beautifully shot film 
that uses Tarsem Singh’s 
visual ability while get¬ 
ting strong performances 
from Armie Hammer 
and Julia Roberts. 

Shorn of too much 
cynicism, Mirror Mirror 
is pleasing and, though 
insubstantial, more than 
watchable. Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Shrek (2001), 
The Brothers Grimm 
(2005) 


Exploring eBay 

at Barry Computer Club 


MOST people have 
thrown something 
away with the 
thought at the back 
of their mind that 
someone, some¬ 
where, might like to 
have it - but it would 
be impossible to find 
that person - and 
Kevin S gave us a 
talk on how such 
thoughts led to the 
rise of internet auc¬ 
tion house eBay. 

In 1985 a computer 
programmer in 

California offered a bro¬ 
ken laser pointer for sale 
as part of an auction he 
wanted to try out on his 
own website. He called 
it Auction Web. 

To his surprise, some¬ 
one wanted to buy it. He 
contacted the buyer to be 
sure that he knew it was 
broken and the buyer 
said yes and that he 
wanted it anyway. The 
internet has made it pos¬ 
sible to find the person 
who wants what you do 
not. 

It resulted in the 
launch of eBay in 1997, 
as transactions were run¬ 
ning at 200,000 a month, 
having grown from 
250,000 for the whole of 
1996. It went interna¬ 
tional in 1999 and con¬ 
tinued to grow. 

In 2010, it sold $62 
billion (more than 
$2,000 a second). This 
includes a passenger 
vehicle every two min¬ 
utes; a motorcycle every 
six minutes and (once) a 
Gulfstream Jet for $4.9 


Playgroup fayre 
and an Easter 
bonnet parade! 



Easter bonnet winners, Jack and Holly. 

KIDDIE WINKLES 
Playgroup were 
kept very busy 
before the Easter 
holidays, raising 
funds for new stor¬ 
age equipment at 
the Easter fayre on 
Tuesday, March 27. 

The fayre was a huge 
success under Karen 
Jones (acting playgroup 
leader) and her team of 
helpers. 

“We had plenty of 
games, face painting, 
toys and tombola along 
with a cake stall for 
everyone to enjoy. We 
raised a fabulous £277 
and would like to say a 
very public thank you to 


all the children, parents, 
church members and 
staff who always sup¬ 
port our fundraising 
efforts!” a spokesperson 
said. 

“In the lead-up to the 
end of term, we also 
asked the children and 
their parents to make an 
Easter bonnet as part of 
our topic. All the bon¬ 
nets were brilliant and 
we would like to con¬ 
gratulate everyone on 
their efforts. 

“We held a little 
Easter parade at the end 
of playgroup on March 
28 to show off our cre¬ 
ations. We had two 
winners, Jack Pitcher 
aged four, and Holly 
Hunter, aged three.” 


Million in 2001. In 2011, 
it had more than 97 mil¬ 
lion members world¬ 
wide. There are other 
auction sites, but eBay is 
the biggest and best 
known. 

Kevin then introduced 
the site proper and 
explained how to buy 
and sell effectively. 

He displayed the 
opening page of the 
eBay site and showed 
how to register as a 
member, but explained 
that if you don’t want to 
become a member 
immediately, it is quite 
okay to look around as a 
guest to get the feel of 
how it all works. 

If you want to bid on 
an item, or to put an item 
on watch to keep track of 
it, then you would have 
to sign up. This requires 
your name, address and 
email address, after 
which you choose a 
username and your pass¬ 
word. So far, there is 
nothing to pay. 

Once registered, you 
are invited to start sell¬ 
ing or browsing the auc¬ 
tion categories. Selling 
involves a charge for the 
eBay service, depending 


on the values involved 
and how much informa¬ 
tion you want to include, 
such as additional photo¬ 
graphs. 

You will know the 
cost before you commit 
to the auction. If you 
browse and wish to bid 
for something, you may 
do so. 

Kevin offered hints 
and tips on how to use 
the site to the best 
advantage and fielded a 
range of questions. This 
included advice on how 
to describe what you are 
selling and to find out 
the correct postage costs 
to show the buyer. 

You are expected to 
sign up for Paypal in due 
course. This is a system 
to ensure that the money 
involved changes hands 
securely. 

All this was accompa¬ 
nied by a live visit to the 
site, together with a 
demonstration of how it 
all works. 

Feedback from users 
is used to identify the 
most reliable people. 

For more information 
call 029 20309579. 

HOWARD 

DESMOND 


College steps 
up overseas 
partnerships 



Professor Masaaki Yanagida, from the Aoyama 
Gakuin University, Tokyo, visited CAVC as the 
WJEC has chosen the college as a centre of 
excellent Welsh Baccalaureate practice. 


CARDIFF and Vale 
College, has hosted 
delegations from 
China, Japan and 
Libya - as part of 
its commitment to 
foster international 
partnerships. 

March saw hospitality 
and catering students 
from a French Lycee 
serve a presentation 
lunch at the college’s 
Vale training restaurant; 
the Glamorgan suite. 

CAVC’s international 
arm, Cardiff College 
International, has an 
agreement with the 
Beijing Space Study 
Service which links UK 
institutions with schools 
and colleges across 
China. 

The delegation met 
with the Principal, two 
vice principals, the col¬ 
lege’s international busi¬ 
ness development man¬ 
ager, Janine Bennett, and 
head of adult and sixth 
form studies, Dr Barbara 
Prosser. 

“We are looking to 
recruit students who will 
finish their education in 
China then come to the 
college to progress,” 


Janine said. “Chinese 
students will be able to 
take advantage of the 
provision we offer 
including the English 
language courses, the 
international foundation 
programme and A Levels 
with a view to progress¬ 
ing on to higher educa¬ 
tion.” 

The collaboration 
could also include 
teacher exchanges and a 
summer learning pro¬ 
gramme. The agreement 
will now go to the rele¬ 
vant Chinese local gov¬ 
ernment department for 
formal approval. 

CAVC also welcomed 
Professor Masaaki 
Yanagida from the 
Aoyama Gakuin 

University, Tokyo, in a 
visit organised by the 
WJEC. 

He came to the col¬ 
lege as the WJEC has 
selected it as a centre of 
excellent Welsh 

Baccalaureate practice. 

CAVC also hosted a 
delegation from the new 
Libyan Government that 
had come to learn how 
Welsh colleges are deliv¬ 
ering on vocational 
training and engaging 
with employers. 
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Out and About with The GEM 


RHSSHOW 
IS BACK! 



THE RHS Show 
Cardiff returns to 
the parklands of 
Cardiff Castle on 
April 20-22 
(www. rhs. org. uk/car 
dijf) and the schools 
wheelbarrow com¬ 
petition is more 
popular than ever, 
with 60 colourful, 
imaginative entries. 

This year’s theme is 
Olympic based and is 
entitled ‘Sports and 
Shoots’. It brings 
together the creative 
and colourful efforts of 
local youngsters, 
thanks to ongoing sup¬ 
port from Legal & 
General. 

Visitors are invited 
to select their favourite 
wheelbarrow, based on 
visual impact, original¬ 
ity and colour, with 
gardening vouchers 
presented to the win¬ 
ning schools for first 
(£100), second (£75) 
and third (£50). 

“The Cardiff show 
is the first in the sea¬ 
son of RHS outdoor 
shows, and this year 
rounds off national 
Gardening Week, as 


the RHS bid to get the 
nation growing. The 
event will attract some 
25,000 visitors and fea¬ 
ture beautiful blooms 
from nurseries across 
the country, show gar¬ 
dens from leading 
Welsh talent, and 
advice and inspiration 
for the gardening sea¬ 
son ahead,” said 
spokesman Tim 
Powell. 

The RHS Show 
Cardiff includes: Show 
gardens from Wales’ 
leading designers; 
Launch of the Young 
School Gardener of the 
Year, part of the first 
National Gardening 
Week; Spring Allotment 
and Grow Your Own 
advice; Talks, demon¬ 
strations and expert 
advice from the RHS; 
and floral marquees 
with over 50 floral 
exhibitors plant plaza. 

There are also 
nature trails and street 
entertainers with live 
music on the band¬ 
stand. 

Telephone 0844 
5810810for further 
details. 


‘Springtime’ eaftsfo 

Animal Workshop a, c w 
Monday 

16 th April 10 - 11 am 1*^7 „- J 

Two sessions 9.30-11.30am and 12.30-2.30pm 

Children up to age 8 are welcome to join our baby 
and toddler group during the Half Term holiday. 

enquiries@catchupandplay.co.uk 
or call Sarah on 0789 444 5898 

www.catchupandplay.co.uk 

New baby & toddler group in Llantwit Major... 
www.facebook.corn/Catchup.and.Play 


HORSE RACING 


POINT-TO-POINT 

Saturday, 23rd April 

Redlands Farm, 

BONVILSTON CF5 6TQ 

- First race 2pm - 

Featuring the 3M 4F Welsh Point-to-Point Grand National 
Bars, Caterers and Bookmakers in attendance. 

For further information please 
contact Mr Phil Wi ll iams 

02920 880798 
0779 915 5463 

email: phillip.williams56 @ btinternet.com 



Lib-Dem 

advice 

WELSH Lib-Dem AM 
for South Wales West, 
Peter Black, will be 
holding three surgeries 
on Friday, April 13 in 
Pencoed Library from 
2pm to 3pm and 
Porthcawl Library from 
3.30pm to 4.30pm. No 


What’s on and where 
in your local area 


appointment is neces¬ 
sary. 

Ladies choir 

BARRY Ladies Choir 
are holding a concert 
at Crossway Methodist 
Church on Monday, 
April 16 at 2pm. 

Tickets are £3 to 
include tea/coffee and 
biscuits. 


Star’s donations to 
Dogs Trust raises 
pounds for hounds 


ON Saturday, March 
31, staff at Dogs 
Trust Cowbridge’s 
charity shop were 
greeted by queues of 
people eagerly wait¬ 
ing to buy their piece 
of John Barrowman. 

The star of stage and 
screen very generously 
donated his own clothes 
and personal belongings 
to the shop, and so far 
more than £2,000 has 
been raised, with more 
still to come in. 

Rhia Stankovic- 
Jones, the Dogs Trust 
Cowbridge shop manag¬ 
er said: “We were 
amazed by the extent of 
John’s donation to the 
shop and are now 
absolutely delighted 
with the support his fans 
have shown! 

“It has really translat¬ 
ed into sales! We know 


he has a huge world¬ 
wide fan base but it 
seems Cowbridge has 
lots of his supporters 
too! 

“Fans were queuing 
at the door to get a piece 
of the action - from 
suits he’s worn on TV to 
household goods. 

“Also, for people 
who were unable to get 
to the shop on Saturday 
we’ve put a number of 
items on our Ebay site 
which are still taking 
bids.” 

She added that one 
customer travelled all 
the way from 
Nottingham and spent 
approximately £600 in 
one hour on items 
including shirts and a 
Ralph Lauren hoodie! 

To find out more 
about Dogs Trust visit 
www. dogstrust. org. uk 


X Factor star 
headlines 
charity concert 


THE 2008 X Factor 
finalist Daniel 
Evans will perform 
at a charity concert 
in aid of Bridgend 
Disabled FC on 
April 15 in the 
Phoenix United 
Reform Chapel, 
Bridgend. 

The event starts at 
3pm and will also 
include Approaching 
Danger, Colours of One 
and DanceManiax. 

There will be a raffle 
and an auction. Tickets 


are £10 adults, £5 
under-16 and £20 for 
families. Call Kelly Hall 
(07817929549) or pur¬ 
chase at the door. 

All money raised 
from this event will help 
send a team from 
Bridgend Disabled FC 
to Spain in June to play 
in the Catalan Cup. 

This competition is 
being run by Spain 
Sportive and for the first 
time they are including 
a disabled section. 
Bridgend is the only 
Welsh team taking part. 


JPeter Francis 


Tk AtMAim 


L ci Wika 


"OUR VALUERS NEAR YOU!" 
Friday 20th April 2012 
The Bear Hotel, High Street, Cowbridge 
Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7AF 
A Charity Valuation Day in aid of 
The Kidney Wales Foundation Research 

Bring along your Antiques, Fine Art, Heirlooms 
& Collectables for a no obligation verbal valuation 
for possible sale. 

SMALL DONATION REQUESTED 
10.00am - 4.00pm (by appointment only) 

Peter Francis Auctioneers Ltd., Old Station Road, 
Carmarthen, SA311JN. 

01267 233456/Cardiff 02920 554222 

www.peterfrancis.co.uk 


The concert is being 
held as a fundraising 
event for Age Concern 
Senior Health Shop 
and Friends and 
Neighbours. 

Tickets available 
from Senior Health 
Shop or contact 01446 
732385 or from Gay 
Fifield on 400044. 
Valeways 
walks 

ON Tuesday, April 17 
at 1.30pm, ‘Spring 
scenery’ walk, starting 
at Dinas Powys 
Common by Twyn 
Cyn. 

April 18: 

10.30am, the Nordic 
walking taster led by 
Howell Isaac (Age 
Cymru) starts at 
Cosmeston Country 
Park visitor centre 
(over-50s only). 

1.45pm, the coffee 
shop strollers meet at 
Bridge Cafe, The 
Knap. 

2pm, ‘Castle and 
Coffin Stiles’, starting 
at the Red Fox, 
Penllyn. 

Visit 

www.valeways.org.uk 
for details. 

Eisteddfod 

fundraisers 

THE following 
fundraising events are 
being organised in 
support of the 
National Eisteddfod at 


Llandow: 

April 18 at 7pm: 
Curry evening organ¬ 
ised by Quest Hair 
Salon at Jaipur Indian 
Restaurant, East 
Street, Llantwit Major. 
Choice of menu, £16; 
information and tick¬ 
ets from Quest on 
01446 793563. 

April 20 at 8.30pm: 
‘Half Tidy’at 
Sportsman’s Rest, 
Peterston-super-Ely, 
light musical enter¬ 
tainment. 

April 28 at 7pm: 
‘Twmpath’ with 
‘Thingumijigs’. Put 
on your dancing shoes 
and join caller Ceri 
Platts and 

Thingumijigs Ceilidh 
band at Llantonian 
Hall, Boverton Road, 
Llantwit Major. 

Adults £4, children 
£2, family £10. Tickets 
from Eleanor (01446 
751950). 

Charity coffee 

A CHARITY coffee 
morning will be held 
in the Lesser Hall, All 
Saints Church, 

Victoria Square, 
Penarth on April 19 
atl 10.30am-12 noon. 

Entry 50p, to include 
tea or coffee. Bargains 
in cakes, books, plants, 
crafts. 



BEGINNER 

GOLF SESSIONS 



Women & Girls 

If you’re 
interested in 
trying your 
hand at golf, 
join our 
free taster 

_ sessions at 

SOUTHERNDOWN GOLF CLUB 
Tuesday 24th April 6-7pm 
Saturday 28th April 2-3pm 


Contact us on 01656 881112 or 
Proshop@southerndowngolfclub.com 

n m 


Charity gala concert 


A gala concert will 
be held at 7pm on 
May 13 in St 
David’s Hall, 
Cardiff, featuring 
popular songs from 
stage shows - to 
raise funds for the 
British Heart 
Foundation 
Cymru’s Mending 
Broken Hearts 
Appeal. 

Taking part are prin¬ 


cipal performers from 
the West End, including 
Lucie Jones (X Factor 
and Les Miserables) 
Chris Jacobsen (Jean 
Val Jean in Les 
Miserables, who shared 
the role with John 
Owen Jones) Kieran 
Brown (Wicked) and X 
Factor's James 
Williams, with a profes¬ 
sional orchestra and 
Cardiff choir City 
Voices. 


an open invitation to the 


to lolo Dyfnan Davies, MA (Oxon) 
Headmaster of Cowbridge Grammar School 
November 1971 - July 1973 
at 


This will be followed by a luncheon at 


Tickets for Luncheon - £25 

6 Hopyard Meadow, Westgate, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7AN 


AMBER FAIRS 

Antique & Collectors Fair 

at the 

Duke of Wellington, Cowbridge 

on Saturday 14th April 
11.00am-5.00pm - Entrance £1 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
* 

* 


OCEAN LOUNGE 


☆ 


PORTHKERRY 

WE ARE NOW OPEN: 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT 
& DAYTIME SUNDAYS 


4 - 


Every Friday & Saturday 
Night - plus Bingo 


Friday 13th Friday * 

Shaz j 

Female Vocalist * 


Saturday 14th April 

Drew Brown 

Male Vocalist 

Friday 20th Friday 


* Jordan Summer J 


j uurudii ouiiimur * 

Female Vocalist * 

i * 

* jp*_ m. _■__ m. jl_=■ * 

* —- , -—-a-* 

t Nicky Seven j 

$ Male Vocalist j 

Food served Fri 7-9pm * 

Sat l2-3pm & 7pm-9pm 

* Traditional Sunday Lunch * 

* Served l2-3pm £6.95 * 

* CAR BOOT SALE * 

? EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm } 

k To find us - click directions@ * 

www.firejoust.com J 

l iii . uv i j* 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
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GLAMORGAN PONY CLUB HOSTS THE 
PRESENTATION OF ANNUAL AWARDS 




GLAMORGAN Pony 
Club recently held its 
annual awards and 
AGM at Cowbridge 
Rugby Club. 

Our DC, Annie 
Whitehouse, welcomed 
everyone to the meeting 
and introduced our 
President Mike Gibbon 
MFH, who compered 
the evening. 

This year we wel¬ 
comed back local train¬ 
er Tim Vaughan. He 
began by talking about 
how he first became 
involved in Pony Club 
and represented them at 
some of the biggest 
competitions in Britain. 

We were very grate¬ 
ful that Tim gave us his 
valuable time to come 
and present our certifi¬ 
cates and Cups. 

Glamorgan Pony 
Club had another suc¬ 
cessful year competing 
at the various disci¬ 
plines around the south 
Wales area and in 
England. 

At the Horse and 
Pony Care Competition, 
held at the Pontcanna 
Riding school, we had 
three teams, all of 
whom were competing 
for the first time, 

They were: Caitlin 
Jones, Izzy Kennedy, 
Genevieve Kirk, Evie 
Vaughan Jones, Chloe 
Watkins, Nina Revera, 
Nonni Medlicott, Ellie 
Thorne and Victoria 
Shaw. 

The area eventing 
was held at Sapey in 
Worcestershire and we 
had two teams: novice: 
Ellie Dix, Alice 
Pembridge, Bethany 
Jarvis, Evie Vaughan 
Jones; both Ellie and 
Evie were placed sixth 
as individuals. 

Pre-novice: Zoe 

Hughes, Sean Way, 
Genevieve Kirk, Izzy 


Kennedy; Zoe was indi¬ 
vidually fourth and the 
team were also fourth. 

The area tetrathlon 
was held in July with 
one team and one indi¬ 
vidual taking part: 
minis: Genevieve Kirk, 
Sanant Callow, Victoria 
Shaw; team fifth over¬ 
all, and Genevieve 
fourth individually. 
Juniors: Ela Callow in 
sixth placed team of 
three. 

Show jumping was 
held at Chepstow 
Racecourse and we had 
two teams in the novice 
competition: Ellie Dix, 
Ellie Thorne, Evie 
Vaughan Jones, Zoe 
Hughes. 

The team came third 
overall with Zoe placed 
third as an individual 
and qualified for the 
National 
Championships. 

There was also a 
‘tack and turnout’ com¬ 
petition held for the 
teams, with this team 
finishing first. 

Our other novice 
team was made up of 
Alice Pembridge, Sean 
Way and Genevieve 
Kirk. 

In area dressage, we 
entered two novice 
teams and one individ¬ 
ual in the open: Evie 
Vaughan Jones, Zoe 
Hughes and Nonni 
Medlicott. 

This team finished 
third overall, with indi¬ 
vidual places for Zoe in 
second, Evie third and 
Nonni ninth. Zoe quali¬ 
fied for the National 
Championships. 

Our other team was 
Ellie Dix, Alice 
Pembridge, Sean Way; 
Sean was placed 10th 
as an individual. 

Emma Lockwood 
was placed first as an 
individual and qualified 


for the National 
Championships. 

We are very proud of 
Zoe Hughes who repre¬ 
sented Glamorgan Pony 
club at the novice 
championships at both 
dressage and show 
jumping. Also to Emma 
Lockwood for repre¬ 
senting the club at the 
open dressage 

Championships, finish¬ 
ing 11th; both girls did 
us proud. 

Within the structure 
of Pony Club there are 
various tests that can be 
taken to improve the 
knowledge and safety 
of our members. 

The following passed 
their Riding and Road 
Safety: Maisie Beech, 
Evie Vaughan Jones, 
Nina Revera, 

Genevieve Kirk, Chloe 
Watkins and those pass¬ 
ing their BHS Riding 
and Road Safety were 
Nina Revera, 

Genevieve Kirk, Ela 
Callowa and Chloe 
Watkins. 

Two of our members 
passed the difficult B 
test this year; Bethan 
Allman and Bethany 
Jarvis. 

Just before the pres¬ 
entation of Cups Fiona 


Martyn, on behalf of 
Glamorgan Hunt, pre¬ 
sented Ellie Dix with 
the junior hunting cup 
for her endeavours dur¬ 
ing the season. 

We then went onto 
present the Cups for the 
year: 12 and under 
attendance went to Josie 
Dix, with runner-up 
Emily Reynolds; in 
joint third were 


Branwen Clay, Beth 
Crockford and Owen 
John. 

The most improved 
rider went to Branwen 
Clay for the under-12s 
and Genevieve Kirk for 
the older members. 

The hunter trial cup 
went to Izzy Kennedy 
on Lucy, tack and turn 
out for the year went to 
Maisie Beech, while the 


rider who represented 
Pony Club the most 
times was Zoe Hughes. 

We cater for all abili¬ 
ties and ages, so if you 
would like to join us 
please come along on 
any term time 
Wednesday evening at 
Spring Meadows, 
Llandow, from 5.30pm- 
9.15pm. 

JJ 
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National Pet Month 

2012 - 

7th April to 7th May 



& i 


NATIONAL PET MONTH 
PROMOTES RESPONSIBLE 
OWNERSHIP OF ANIMALS 



Tommy Trousers. 


F rom now 
until May 7, 
people are 
invited to be a part 
of National Pet 
Month. 

Thousands of owners 
throughout the UK are 
celebrating the special 
affinity they have with 
their pets, highlighting 
responsible ownership 
and raising money for 
the charity in fun-filled 
events. 

National Pet Month 
also wants to raise 
awareness of the value 


Mum and daughter 
head up a new 
business venture 


A fter is 

years run¬ 
ning a suc¬ 
cessful horse riding 
school in the Vale 
of Glamorgan, Sue 
Bater has set up 
Stable Cottage Rug 
Wash, Llantrithyd, 
an equine rug wash 
and repair service, 
and handed over 
the reins to her 19- 
year-old daughter. 

Sue, who formerly set 
up and ran the equine 
department at Pencoed 
College, said: “The idea 
for the business came 
about from me wanting 
to find a different way 
of working in the equine 
business and my daugh¬ 
ter Alyson wanting to 
stay in the area. 

“As owners of 15 
horses, we know only 
too well how much 


work is involved in 
keeping them and the 
equipment clean. We 
always find ourselves 
with a huge amount of 
rug cleaning to do at the 
end of the winter, which 
domestic machines real¬ 
ly struggle to cope with. 

“Local horse owners 
have been extremely 
positive about the serv¬ 
ice and we’ll be doing 
our utmost to keep 
prices to a minimum in 
recognition of the cost 
of keeping horses. 

“We’re sure that by 
offering the unique serv¬ 
ice of repair and pickup 
as well as washing num¬ 
nahs and saddles, we’ll 
be busy all year. It’s 
fantastic to have this 
funding support avail¬ 
able to help sustain our 
farming communities.” 

Contact 01446 
751620. 


(/$> 

' GROOMERS'* 

We stock a large range of food, bedding, hous¬ 
ing and accessories for your pets including 
dogs, cats, reptiles and small animals 

RABBITS, GUINEA PIGS 
REPTILES, BUDGIES 

with Full Set-ups 
New range of Tropical 


Fish and Tanks - All Available Now 
FULL GROOMING SERVICE AVAILABLE 
Nail Clipping £5 
Wash from £10 
Clip & Style 
from £20 
OPEN: Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.30pm 
Sunday 10am - 4pm 


* 


BETA 


GREAT OFFERS ON 


■ M HI 


la REGENT STREET, BARRY 
CF62 8DS Tel. 01446 722 228 


of working and compan¬ 
ion animals. 

True animal lovers are 
keen to see their pets 
enjoy happy lives, and 
pet month is an opportu¬ 
nity to support a ‘pet 
partnership’ across the 
nation. 

A spokeswoman 
explained: “National Pet 
Month is a registered 
charity, which brings 
together animal welfare 
charities, professional 
bodies, pet businesses, 
schools, youth groups 
and pet lovers, with the 
common goal of improv¬ 
ing the welfare of pets. 

“The trustees are 
National Office of 
Animal Health (NOAH), 
Pet Food Manufacturers’ 
Association (PFMA) and 
Pet Care Trust (PCT). 

“So how can you 


help? First of all, you 
can become a supporter. 
This will keep you up- 
to-date with our activi¬ 
ties and you will get a 
free events pack.” 

Anyone wanting to 
find out more about run¬ 
ning events for National 
Pet Month can also 
check out the details 
explaining how to put on 
an event. For that, please 
go to www.nationalpet- 
month.org.uk. 

As you can see from 
these pictures of GEM 
staff members’ pets, an 
animal can play an 
important part in your 
life! 


& 



Rex. 


Happy 18th birthday, Oscar! 


The benefits of owning a cat 


H ave you 

ever consid¬ 
ered an 

older cat, instead of 
a kitten, as a com¬ 
panion? 

Medical research has 
indicated stroking a cat 
can relieve stress and 
lower blood pressure. 

We have a number of 
cats looking for loving 


homes, aged from six 
months to eight years 
old. 

Even a cat of eight 
years would have 
approximately another 
10 years of life, which 
might suit a much older 
person and give loving 
companionship. 

All our cats have 
been neutered and 
microchipped. Some 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 


m 


and older cats - 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <6 microchipp ed 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 


are a little nervous as 
they are used to older 
people who might have 
had to give them up to 
go into homes them¬ 
selves, leaving their 
companion behind. 
These would adapt to a 
quiet, loving home envi¬ 
ronment. 

Currently, we have an 
abundance of cats who 
are desperately in need 
of a new family, or peo¬ 
ple to care for them. 

For an appointment 
or further information, 
please telephone 
Maesteg Animal Welfare 
Society on 01656 
721496 or 01656 
769855. Please leave a 
message on our answer- 
phone if we are not 
available. 

If you have any bric- 
a-brac or any unwanted 
items, call our shop on 
01656 738977 or 01656 
737827. 


DOGS 
‘R’ US 

Away on 
holiday? 
Don’t like 
kennels? 

Let us look after 
your dogs with care 
in our home? 

Come & see us for 
a friendly chat. 

Tel: 07527 330364 


Stable Cottage 
r' • Rug Washl 

Nr. Cowbridge 

Your local rug wash, re-proof & repair service. 

A professional service from equine experts. 
24hr express rug wash. Competitive prices. 

Find a cheaper service & we will 
guarantee to beat their price. 

Give us a call for this months special offer. 

We also wash numnahs, saddleclothes, girths etc. 
Pick up & drop off service 
Other jobs undertaken i.e. rugby kits 
Contact Sue or Alyson on 01446751620/07892 864603 
Stable Cottage, Treguff, St Mary Church, Nr Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan CF71 7LT 


^fhenext' 



best f^ cet0 . 
pome 


► High quality purpose built boarding 
establishment for Cats and Small Animals 

► Individual runs and heated chalets 

► Fully licenced and insured 

► Inspection welcome-no appointment necessary 

Telephone: (01446) 781376 

Mrs M Levey, Llanvithyn Mill, Llancarfan, 
Nr Barry, Vale of Glamorgan. CF62 3AT 


Pet care services 
with extra touch 



Left to right: Chelsea Wetherick, Kathryn 
Johnston, Alison Moya, Kim Mills and Aimee 
Bannister. 


C ARE 4 PETS 
is an estab¬ 
lished busi¬ 
ness offering a 
variety of pet care 
services, including 
home boarding for 
dogs, visits for cats 
and small animals, 
dog walking and 
house sitting. 

In addition, Care 4 
Pets offers a successful 
dog grooming service at 
Park Crescent, Barry. 
Alison Moya, owner, 
said: “We have seven 
experienced dog 
groomers who offer our 
clients a choice of style 
of groomer. 

“We have recently 
employed two new 
groomers, eliminating 


our usual waiting list of 
3-4 weeks. We are a 
company of dog lovers 
and really enjoy sending 
the pooches out 
smelling beautiful and 
more often than not with 
a bow in their hair as a 
finishing touch. 

“Prices are competi¬ 
tive and include nail 
clipping and anal glands 
as standard.” 

If you would like to 
try Care 4 Pets for the 
first time, bring along 
this article and claim a 
10 per cent discount 
(offer available to new 
clients only for the first 
groom). 

Telephone 01446 
744633. 


Professional Home Pet Care 

IMI Strife* qp 

Grooming Salon 
& Pet services Tel;0l446 744633 
120 Park Crescent, Local rate: 0845 456 5338 
Barry CF62 6HE www.care-4-pets.co.uk 



Horse Rugwash 
Company 

Your rugs can be taken to 
a local collection point: 

• Arthur John & Co., Cowbridge 

• Zoars, Neath 

• The Feed Shop, Penarth Road, 
Cardiff 

• 5 rugs or more collected 
from your stables 

Please telephone Den or Ros Palmer 

01454 413023 
or 07710 367734 


Looking to advertise in over 
42,000 newspaper AND online? 
gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 
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Starling Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Ideal Starter Home 
Off Road Parking 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£89,995 



Redwood Close, Llantwit Major 

First Floor Flat 
2 Bedrooms 
Garage 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£97,950 



Drake Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Backing Onto Golf Club 
Family Home 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£113,999 




Gileston Road, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
2 Receptions 
Refurbishment Required 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£114,999 



Castle Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
16' Lounge 

Ideal First Time Purchase 


Call Simon 01446 791963 



Picketston Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Cul De Sac Location 
Southerly Rear Garden 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£1 17,50 0 £124,999 


Rhoose 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 

award winning 

estate agent Since 1989 

ADVERTISE 
YOUR PROPERTY ON 
THIS PAGE 



Pantycelyn Place, St Athan 

3 Double Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
Family Home 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£139,950 



Fitzhamon Avenue, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Renovated Throughout 
Early Viewing Recommended 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£149,950 



3b* 


St Michaels Close, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 

Updated And Modernised 
View From The Verandah 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£219,950 



Rectory Drive, St Athan 

4 Double Bedrooms 
Corner Plot 
19ft Lounge 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£229,950 




ftAf 

Grange Gardens, Llantwit Major 


Tennyson Way, Llantwit Major 

5 Bedrooms 


4 Bedrooms 

Family Home 


4 Receptions 

No Onward Chain 


Open Outlook Onto Fields 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Call Simon 01446 791963 

£233,950 


£275,000 



Colhugh Park, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

Modern high Spec Kitchen 
Backing Onto Open Fields 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£289,000 



Rosedew Lodge 3 Ham Mews 
Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms; Unique Property 
Potential To Extend 

Call Simon 01446 791963 



Ty Gadlys, Llanmaes 

4 Bedrooms 

Detached Family Residence 
Individually Designed 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£435,000 


Lets! 


Romanza House, Barry Waterfront £450 pcm 
Unfurnished 1 bedroom first floor flat 
Seapoint, Barry £495 pcm 
Unfurnished 1 bedroom 2nd floor flat 
Lougher Place, St Athan £495 pcm 
Unfurnished 2 bedroom 1st floor flat 
with garden - Reserved. 

Chestnut Avenue, St Athan £525 pcm 
Unfurnished 2 bedroom house with formal 
attic room 

Eagle Road, St Athan £525 pcm 
Unfurnished 2 bedroom house 
Courtlands, Barry £550 pcm 
Unfurnished 2 bedroom 1st floor flat 
Murlande Way, Rhoose £550 pcm 
Unfurnished 2 bedroom house - Reserved. 
Orellana House, Barry Waterfront £575 pcm 
Fully furnished 2 bedroom first floor flat. 
Morel Street, Barry £575 pcm 
Unfurnished 3 bedroom house - Reserved. 
Pyke Street, Barry £625 pcm 
Refurbished 3 bedroom house - Reserved. 
Shackleton Close, St Athan £595 pcm 
Furnished 3 bedroom house 
Cartref, St Donat's £1,495 pcm 
Grade II listed 5 bedroom farmhouse 
Call today to book a free rental valuation 

01446 792020 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


^"SPAIK j 


tiftSsi 



Pinar de Campoverde 

3 bed detached villa, 2 bath, 

5 minutes to golf and beach, 

15 minutes Murcia Airport 

Call Paul Freephone 0800 135 7503 


£142,950 




t' rightmove.u» 



chris-davies.co.uk 
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01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


H SB www.onevisionltd.co.uk 
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^ Digital Aerials 

* Repairs & Upgrades 

* Affordable Prices 
% Reliable Service 
% OAP Discounts 

* Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07772206399 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES ■ FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS ■ 7 DAY SERVICE 
COVERING ALL AREAS 



This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
• Blinds 

•Shutters 
•Awnings SOlar 

•Canopies bHodS 


SOLAR 

North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 



VALE BLINDSvfeiestud, 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 
» Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 




Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


Barry Aerials 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

• Poor Reception Fixed 
Ato<***V ' OAP Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 
Digital Aerial Installations 
Free Home Visits 
Freesat Installations 



LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 


3 caa[l(£l 3 QLis 


Celtic Professional 
Builders & Plasterers 


• Loft Conversions 

• Extensions/Renovations I 

• Brickwork/Driveways I 

• New Build 

• Kitchens/Bathrooms 


Mobile: 07531 062775 
Tel: 01656 711443 


BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


MORE BUILDERS NEXT PAGE 



Unit ID, Hepworth 
Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 

BRIDGEND 

01656 858 143 

CARDIFF 

02921 155009 

LLANTRISANT 

01443 237753 


Roman Blinds 


Vertical Blinds 


bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bargain I blinds.co.uk 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 747875/743267 


iiiljJdlfJiJ ©OCral 






Are you planning Property 
Maintenance for 2012? 

• General Repairs & Building Work 

• Kitchen & Bathroom Installation 

• Plumbing "Tiling • Carpentry • Guttering 

• Burst pipe cal lout from £40 


No job 
Too Small! 


Freephone: 0800 612 2806 Mobile: 07927 652 620 

Email: nial@fernpropertydevelopment.com 

www.fernpropertydevelopment.com 



GRABlt 


PLANT 
HIRE 
LTD 

318 VALE ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

HAYES ROAD, SULLY - 

Call 01446 700535 < 

or visit our website 

www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk , , 

For all your groundwork requirements, call Wendy - 
professional advice and free estimates! 




Point-it-Right Ltd 

Repointing & Building 
Specialist 


All repointing is 
mechanically injected, 
making it quick 
& efficient. 


Free quotes 

07588 391580 
07792 585616 





MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

• 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.buildersihotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing , 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 713737 
or 07920 195775 


TheGEM 


Glamorgan 

Property Maintenance 

General Property Maintenance & Building Work 
Extensions & Room conversions 
Roofing - Fascias & Guttering 
Kitchen - Bathroom design & installation 
Electrical installation (17 th ed Part P engineer) 
Wall & Floor Tiling - Painting, decorating 
Carpentry - Laminate Flooring 

Call 01446 711023 - 07950 004049 

Email: info@gpmaintenance.co.uk 
www.gpmaintenance.co.uk 
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BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 





W 


If its wood 
■ we're 
vervqood! 


r^STEVE AIREY\ 

Decorating Services 


01446 420784 • 07970 642537 


CORONA-BUILD i 


PROPERTY RENOVATIONS 

BATHROOMS KITCHENS CONCRETE WORKTOPS 
AND CABINET SOLUTIONS NATURAL STONE 
MARBLE VICTORIAN FLOOR 
UNDER FLOOR HEATING LIME RENDERING 
PLASTERING AND BRICKWORK EXPERT 

Call 01446 774384 or 07894 388610 

www.mcorona.co.uk • Email mcorona@live.co.uk 


CARPENTRY ^7^* 

Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling • Maintenance • Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


For a 
Free 

Quote... 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 

Fully qualified. 


01446 795520 
07891 768151 / 



STADRE 

DECORATING 
& PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 


• PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

•QUALITY WORK 

• COMPETITIVE RATES 

• NO JOB TOO SMALL 

• FREE QUOTATIONS 


07791 752532 


ri d kiJIM 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


GUTTER CLEANING 



DOMESTIC 

CLEANER 

with excellent 
references 
available 

01446 794259 
07974 962519 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 

cnnami 


PAINTING & 1 

DECORATING 1 

SERVICES 

Time served, Qualified Professional, 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertaken 

_ l m cir 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


i 


PJ CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
g Bridgend 659354 ^ 07974 120082 


Owen Electrical 


All Domestic Electrical Work 

• Extra Sockets/Lighting 

• Full/Partial Re-wires 

• Emergency Call outs 

• NICEIC Registered 

• Free Quotations 


07738 618420 
01446 711525 


S.M.yaughari 

■ 

m|e eib 

■ Approved Contmcto 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

] • Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


• Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 

• Pet Odour/Stain Removal 

• Protective Treatments 

• Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 



Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

"cryStoidc 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 



tsrrrrjLftrrrr y 


Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


^ Domestic and 
Commercial 
^dree ‘Estimates 
& Quotations 



STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 




t/uzt comet to you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


John Clissett’s 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Interior & Exterior 

FOR FREE ESTIMATE 

01446 750625 
07980 691584 


Professional & Affordable 


MrHJillrW 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, IV Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
Refurbished Appliances On Sale 
Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 

• TUMBLE DRYERS 

• FRIDGE/FREEZERS 

• VACUUM CLEANERS 

[ VKaI AI1 m akes including 

I^P HOTPOINT - CREDA - 
CANDY - HOOVER- 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

A 


Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffellftfhotmail. co. uk 


JIM M II 

IA- ij 

i-cyfj 

IT Oi 

Freephone 

4)800 074 33 88 

tm 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


Electrical 

Services 


LAIING 

Domestic, Commercial 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 
Installation, 
Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 




/ RE%FIT 

v (Established Familv Business) 


I Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 



(Established Family Business) 

r ,.; Til ® lUflijililllllfi 


Why renew when you can repair! 

Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 


MPN Windows, your local Network 
VEKA member is recommended 
by Steve Davis 


0% FINANCE 


COSYWARM 

HEATING Co. 


Electrical Underfloor, Heating 
Installers & Flooring Specialists 


Free Quotes • ^ 01446 795767 
Paul: 07407 458885 
Karen: 07843 158090 


* Septic Tank * 
Cesspit Emptying * 
* Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 



FREE 

VERTICAL BLINDS 

v Offer only with this voucher 


Doors,Windows, Conservatories 
Garage Conversions, 

Repairs & Installations 
Prices you can’t afford to miss! 




GHZ) 


www.mpnwindows.com 


y.’H r z\ a 


MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 

01446 439212*01656 648464*02920 508770 

E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Bridgend Showroom: Cardiff Showroom: 

I Oa Ewenny Road, Unit 2, Leckwith Rd, 
Bridgend CF31 3HL Cardiff CF11 8AP 
Free conservatory design service available 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


Opening hours 9am to 9pm 7 days a week 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Window Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


INSTALLI 

ELECTRICAL 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Testing & Inspection 

* Fault Finding' Installations 

* Maintenance * Repairs 


Limited Offer: 


Fuse Board 


Replacement 


- £349 in VAT 



01446 733773 
07816 091425 


NAPIT 




The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 


01446 774 484 
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Arborwood Tree Care 

Tnr# |inniy K'nMt Iti*^ • Ir»« Uit*/ 
ttrr • Kilwnkrg 

I via »..»!«»' • I Ir-Jg* t ifUl^ 
frcr 'imntlri; • K>*»! |r«nr^ 
Unuki • Urifki 

Cilw IftiK 

Tell 07*10 417471 or 01446 7*22*2 



Stables • Field Shelters » Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 
Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 


Horticuttur* 


SALES - SERVICE - JtEPAM SPARES 
LAttweowres - mue-cau - chjuniavts 
SHttMTEft* 4MID QAAQEM 4C€£ttGfl£8 

WINTER SERVICE SPECIALS 
Mom mafcM serviced a 



Corfftyttg* CF717FF | 

Tel; 0144$ 77S602 


K 

GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 
A SERVICES 

IBM 

•Mi i*1» 

V 

WWW, 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 

.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

All garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting 
Fencing Repairs 
Low Maintenance 
Garden Conversions. 
No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly advice. Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Bridge 
I Me 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& FENCING AVAILABLE 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 





GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 


794266 







Heating & 

Plumbing 

Installation 


COMBINATION BOILER & 
LPG SPECIALIST 
Static Homes - Caravans 
Landlord/Gas Safety Certificates 
Competitive Prices 
Reliable Service 


01446 796263 or 07814 394378 

www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 


A 

safe 


S.M.Vaughan 

MMERCI; 

A 


HEATING & PLUMBING • DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured' 


| F EDWARDS 

PLUMBING * 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators N 


01446 790127 07719 605526 

nuisgunt» nul.au 


All Plumbing 
Services 

• Boiler Installation 

• Radiators 

• Central Heating 
Systems etc 

From a blockage 
to a bathroom suite 
07891 984965 
, 01446 420304 


CELTIC 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 


07973 785339 ^ 
07956 887536 = 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


EKV1GE 

ation 


B.R.H. 


Oil, Gas & LPG Heating Repairs 
Oil Tank Repairs, 24 hour Service 
4i Log Burners, Solid Fuel, foj,, 
mbas Chimney Lining Specialist - 
0FTEC & Gas Safe Registered 

01446 461994 or 01656 657438 
Call Mobile 07768 367298 


q k m Plumbing &Heating 

m ^ m Geoff Maunder, 

Covering the Vale 

I 07815 097994 24 hrs, or 01446 735681 

I ™ COMBINATION BOILER SPECIALIST 
Annual Boiler Service only £40 
Central Heating Installations 
Boiler Breakdowns • Cookers 
Bathroom Suites • Showers 
All Work Guaranteed 301616 


0 


'DC'Pfumhiij 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

CJiQft* w 

- (. 1*446 611971 

HXM 0779 299 0999 


11/17 Hasten no I Cowbridge & Vale 

1/1/Iservices I PLASTERERS 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


Blocked Drains? 

Emergency Drain Cleaning 
and Repair Service 

Local family business 

FAST RELIABLE 24/7 

If you suspect you have a problem, 
call us for free advice 

• Sceptic tank maintenance 

and installation A4 > 

• CCTV surveys 01 446 

• Blockages cleared ccnnaQ 

• Drain repairs OOUUwO 



RVE STAR ROOFING & BUILDING 


iling • I 

Single Ply, Felt and Fibreglass systems 
• Natural slate specialist 
• Chimney stacks rebuilt and removed 
• Lead work • Loft Conversions 
• Insurance work • 24 hour call out 


CALL STEVE PHILPOT on 01443 842779, 
07798 637119 or 02920 621619 
bethanphilpott@btinternet.com 


JMC Ryan A Son 

Roofing Ifoftw 



SJatlog and TlHng 


uRVC Guttering Fascias 


Chfmnoy fVepalrs 

Q 

lead VmUaym / Fiamhlnga 

Fiat Roofing Specialists 

9 UJ01A34 79*1*4 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 745952 
07852 673413 


01446 404838 


Silvey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www .siLv eyroofing.co.uk 

tm 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 




Nice Man, Cheap Van 

(Luton Van with Tail Lift) - Best Prices 



Tel: 01446 794279 or 02920 450118 
Mobile: 07570 931487 
www.discountvanman.co.uk 


PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 





ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 




INST. 

SKIP HIRE IT. 



Mini, Midi & Large Builders Skips 
Delivered and Collected 

Discount ONLY on 
MTi Hardcore Skips 0^ 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 
ALSO AVAILABLE 



Tipper Hire & Digger Hire 
also available 

We Can Help! 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 

BS 


Your local Skip Co. 
Possibly the cheapest 
Skips in South Wales 


Open: Mon-Fr 
7am - 6pm 


REMOVE , 

- m 




Saturday 
8am - 1pm 


YCLE RE-USE 
n_— 


Abacus Skip Hire 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


Mixed Waste 

2 yard £79 
4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £200 
16 yard (wood only) 

Clean Wood 


£65 
£90 
£105 
£140 

1030 4549 

£160 

gate fees 0 ton 



Commercial & Demolition Wood £18 per ton 
Deliveries to site must have waste carrier licence. 
Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 
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Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 






<& Llandow Metals 


LICENSEE) FACILITY: ■ 
STILL OPEN FOR BUSINESS | 


Enquiries 01446 792669 or 07966171840 


LANEWISE DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours from £30 
First 10 hours from £120 

FOR TOTAL BEGINNERS 


01446 719555/07798 501267 




All MoT 
Failures and 
No Tax 

£100 to 

£1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 593732 
07415 851192 


SUTT0NS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


Established ovgr 23years 

qUestuU 

^ S Martyn Hacker 

SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 
AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

n 07816 668076 or 01446 792676 

martynhacker05@hotmail.co.uk 


A 

&, 

L 


Avoid the cell - 
USE A&L! 

%, ^ % 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



%s 
\ 


W®G?S 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
English, French and Spanish 
to both children and adults 
(beginners up to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


Science, 

Tuition & Support 

offered by 
Professional, 
Experienced Tutor. 

0700 800 5050 

or 

dysgu@live.co.uk 


We buy any: 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 
Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 
Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 

Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 



SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 

£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


DH Solutions-Cash For Scrap 


ALL VEHICLES BOUGHT FROM 
YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE, 
FLEXIBLE COLLECTION TIMES. 


Static 

Caravan 

In good condition, 
suitable for self build or 
extra accomodation, 
brand new water heater 

£2,000 ono 
01656 740652 
07775 591094 


2002 

ROVER 75 

Connoisseur SE Auto 

Black, petrol, 97,500 miles, 
exc. condition throughout, 
regularly serviced. 

£850 ono 
01446 772299 or 
07941 874981 ism 


Deadline for Motor Cars is 12 noon on Tuesday 


< 3 Cl 70 minimum 
up to £20,000 


Cas h on collec tion 

All vehicle quotes on a complete vehicle 
basis with factory components. 


£100 

any vehicles pre-1993/L Reg 


Batteries & Catalytic Converters Bought 
No wheels? No problem! Open 24 hours 

www.dhsolutionscash4scrap.co.uk 


08453 047117/07785 943145 




LOST 

Clos Ogney, Llantwit Major 

Male Cat 

Predominantly white 
with ginger tail. 
Missing since 1st April. 

01446 795414 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

Advertise your 
old one with us 

Telephone 

Gareth 

01446 
774484 


Found 

Nant Talwg Way, Barry 

Tabby Kitten 

Approx 6 months 
old, diamante collar 
with bell. 

01446 410170 


rtPc?®ip©G%j 


SELL YOUR 
HOUSE FAST 
FOR CASH! 

For a confidential chat 
about your options 
call Sandy now on 

01446 439196 


LADBROOKE 

Beryl Patricia 

Peacefully passed away on Wednesday, April 4th, 
2012 Beryl of The Parc, Ewenny, Bridgend. Devoted 
wife of the late Glyn. Much loved mother of Felicity, 
Angela, Primrose, Penny and Louise. Adored granny 
to her seven grandchildren. 

Funeral Service on Friday, April 13th at St Mary’s Church, 
Nolton, Bridgend at 12.30pm followed by cremation at 
Coychurch Crematorium at 1.45pm. 

Family flowers only; donations in lieu if desired may be made 
to Y Bwthyn Newydd, Princess of Wales Hospital, Bridgend c/o 
Mel & Ron Watkins Funeral Services, Graigwen, 12 Pentwyn 
Road, Pencoed, CF35 6SB, telephone 01656 860545/email: 
contact@melandronwatkinsfuneralservices.co.uk. 


CLOSE * 

(nee Hewitt) Mary Maureen 

Peacefully on 1st April, at Llandough Hospital with 
all her family gathered around after a short illness 
Mary Maureen aged 80 years of Barry. Dearly loved 
wife of Arnold, mother to Michael, David and 
Jacqueline, grandmother and great-grandmother. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son Funeral Home, Gladstone 
Road, Barry until the service in the chapel on Wednesday, 
18th April 2012 at 2.00pm followed by a committal service in 
the Cardiff and Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road East, 
Barry at 3.00pm. 

Family flowers only please, donations in lieu of flowers to the 
Alzheimers Society via A.G. Adams & Son Funeral Directors. 


Elizabeth Thomas 

(Liz - District Nurse) 

would like to thank everyone 
who helped organise and attend 
her retirement party on 
31st March, 2012. 

Special thanks to all GPs and staff 
at Eryl Surgery, the A team of 
district nurses in Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge, who are a credit to the 
nursing profession; and to Maria for 
the superb buffet. 

Thanks for all cards, flowers and gifts, 
which I will treasure. 


Best wishes to all 
patients and their 
families who I have 
been so privileged to 
care for in the 
past 20 years. 

God bless you all. 



TAYLOR 

Gayle Elizabeth 

Suddenly on April 1st at Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend, Gayle of St Athan. 
Beloved wife of Peter, dearly loved mother of 
Tom and David, will be sadly missed by all 
her family and friends. Resting at the Private 
Funeral Home of W James & Sons, Fonmon. 
Funeral Monday, April 16th, service and cremation 
12 noon at The Vale of Glamorgan Crematorium, 
Barry. Flowers may be sent to the Funeral Home. 



ABIGAIL • ABIGAIL 


Jimmy Parsons of Llantwit Major 

Thomas James Parsons, Jnr. 

Beloved son of Iris and Jimmy Parsons, Snr. 
Beloved father of Donna and Katie Ford. 
Died suddenly, Saturday, April 7th. 
Please contact W James of Fonmon 
for further details. 0J446 7J0096 


| Happy 9th Birthday 

§ ABIGAIL 
d BAKER 

o on 

% 15th April 

(j Have a 

^ wonderful day. 

3 Lots of Love, 

7 Hugs and Kisses, 
d Mum, Dad, Joe 
o and all the family. 

/ ABIGAIL • ABIGAIL • ABIGAIL 
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W A BrownS., Son 


Fan*! aJ Director* 


Cortfaclabto 24 hour* « dwf ? <t*yj « 


• McmooaJ mas any 

Pembroke Mou*e, 

College Street. llantwit Major 
01446 792 489 ” 


//ark jfidyrpendent 
Mineral (//rectors 

* Local 24 hr dedicated 
phone line. 

» Service chapel to seat 
50 or 250 available. 

Call us on 01446 421212 

www.parkfunerals.co.uk 
7 Tynewydd Rd, Barry, CF62 8HB a 


W]HPREENE&SON^ 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


Tri Wheel 
Walker 

Three wheeled walking 
aid with brakes and 
shopping bag. 

Used. 

Good condition. 

£30 ono 
01446 772330 

Buyer collects. 
Cowbridge area. i 5 /ie 


2 green canvas 
folding chairs 

with leg rests plus carry 
cases - £10 each 

Tiffany table lamp 

£15 

Small wrought 
iron garden table 

with wood top 
£7.50 

Tel: 01446 794822 


Mobility Scooter 

Pride Go Go Elite 
Traveller 

Condition as new, used 
once. Can be 
disassembled into 4 
pieces. New batteries. 

£450 

Will deliver around Llan Maj. 

01446 792095 


Pool Table 

6x3, Argos manhattan. 
Good condition, heavy. 

£80 

01446 792628 

(Evenings) 


Contents of 
Hair Salon 
For Sale 

including stock, chairs, 
tumble dryer, towels, etc. 
owner retiring due to 
ill health 

01446 745298 
or 735574 „ 


Stroller 

Trolley 

4 wheels, seat, back rest, 
basket, brakes, folds 
away, 6 months old. 

£50 

01446 792095 


TheGEM 

01446 774 484 
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THERE'S MORE 
TO A TOYOTA 


TOYOTA 


AUUAV5A 

BETTER WAV 



Introducing the Yaris TR 


UAAKRAMTV 


0 %&RB 


Rea'-vieui carrera 
Bluetooth* connectivity 
15 * alloy u^veets 
Air conartior.Tnq 


£169 

per month 


To arrange a test drive contact tis on the details bek>u/. 

Toyota World Bridgend 

Tondu Road. Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan CF314LH 

Tel: 01656 858334 www.toyotawor1dbridgend.toyota.co.uk 


NnklihDMf btllti 1 )llilW.l)iNKHiUUilV 0 HirMl<lw(iiUlrK»fHi< 4 QflNa>amd<tlwi«gc>iattpm.«t%<nil V t W Mn<K» rtt c« MMdld 

JOL 2m4 MJW Ml2 JOJtflarabw JP1J h a SyaarfecinloyauiTTn ^nitfiO-)Kft*art.*f^|VW(ifeMi 

l» I—adcna ttarm W **<%*»** I frWrir y nrl want fw^ct m art >a rtaaattnwrlfc. OMw* Haw t<Vi aw raawttaa ai*4 » 

c«irrtw*iH»*-fV (on r#«t«v*r 9t*M rhinvRJtlfepv* rtfa lrf« lutm r» i»>>t«rd larvtoa* r »»n t«< «rf * >ywi'H(iIKVirv« 

w»v<| Mlfad to mn» ar* ur < tm 


Talk TR 10 WTI 3 door manual Official Fuel Co*M*ap*lnn Flgurtt In «ipg (1/100 b») Urtan 48.7 (5.8k Extra Urban 65.7 <4.3X Co«tHn*d 58 9 (4*). CO. Emktlont 111 q Am 
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Club says farewell 
to Sensei Richard 


BARRY Kyokushin 
Karate Club has been run 
and managed by Sensei 
Richard Males for over 
three decades. 

Now, due to an accumulation 
of health issues and with great 
sadness, Sensei Richard has 
retired as chief instructor of the 
Barry club, giving rise to Senpai 
Phill Sedgmond, one of Sensei 
Richard’s longest-serving stu¬ 
dents. 

Sensei Richard said: “I have 
had a rollercoaster ride with 
Barry Kyokushin, seeing the 
great achievements by its mem¬ 
bers and delivering the message 
and spirit of Kyokushin Karate. 

“I wish Senpai Phill the best 
of luck and I know that he will 
take Barry Kyokushin on to 
greater things.” 


Over the past 34 years Sensei 
Richard has represented Wales 
seven times both nationally and 
internationally in full contact 
tournaments. 

In his younger days, Sensei 
Richard achieved second place 
twice in the Welsh Open full 
Contact Championships and 
took part in four waterfall train¬ 
ing camps. 

Sensei Richard and his club 
have raised over £7,000 for local 
charities. 

Senpai Phill commented: 
“I’m really looking forward to 
taking on the Barry club. Filling 
the shoes of Sensei Richard is a 
mammoth task, but I have 
trained under Sensei Richard for 
over 15 years and I understand 
everything that he was trying to 
do.” PS 



ABOVE: Sensei Richard 
with Senpai Phill. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

Local garage makes top 100! 


HOUSANDS of 
motorists voted in 
Havoline’s ‘Garage 
of the Year’ competition 
and, from an entry field of 
around 7,000 garages, 

Bay side Garage on 
Dumballs Road, Cardiff, 
has been voted in the top 
100 . 

Andrew Littlejohn of Bay side 
Garage was proud the company 
had been named as one of the 
UK’s most trusted garages. 

“This is fantastic news for us 
because it is recognition by the 


people that matter most - our 
customers. 

“Motorists across the UK 
would be well-advised to look at 
the Garage of the Year results and 
use the online Motor Codes 
garage finder to seek out garages 
that provide a first-rate customer 
service.” 

Chris Mason, the managing 
director at Motor Codes, said: 
“We want people to be able to 
choose where to trust their car 
with confidence and what better 
way to make people aware of 
consistently good businesses than 
letting customers shout about the 
good guys?” 


Motor Codes has subscribers 
across the whole of the UK, rang¬ 
ing from small independent work¬ 
shops to the largest main dealers, 
and consumers are able to search 
from almost 7,000 Motor Codes 
garages using an online garage 
finder at: www.motorcodes.co.uk. 

Thousands have voted in the 
campaign to highlight those car 
service centres that provide 
dependable service and the short¬ 
lists can be found online at: 
www. garageoftheyear. co. uk, 
where customers of the top 100 
can continue voting to help select 
the regional winners. Voting clos¬ 
es on April 22. 



Bayside Garage Ltd 

Servicing & Repairs on all makes of Cars, Vans & 4x4s. 
Petrol & Diesel MOTs. Engine Management System 
Diagnostics. Engine Warning Lights Re-set. Clutches, 
Brakes, Timing Belt Replacement, Shockers & Tyres. 



Collection and 
Delivery from most 
areas in the Vale 





* 



22 Dumballs Road 
Cardiff CF105FE 
Tel: 02920 491346 
Email: baysidegarage@hotmail.co.uk 


www.baysidegarageltd.co.uk 


BADMINTON JOY 
FOR STANWELL! 


A team of girls from 
Stanwell School in 
Penarth is celebrat¬ 
ing after winning a 
national badminton 
competition organ¬ 
ised in partnership 
by the innovative 
5x60 scheme and 
Badminton Wales. 

After storming their 
way through county and 
regional rounds of the 
competition, the girls 
took on schools from 
across Wales in a series 
of singles and doubles 
matches in Newtown, 
with the team of four - 
Megan Lim, Grace 
Samuel, Sophie 

Eggerstrom and Tatum 
Nurse - emerging victo¬ 
rious. 

It was nearly a double 
success for the Vale, as a 
team from Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
were narrowly defeated 



into the runners-up spot 14 scoreline against run by the 5x60 scheme, 
in the boys’ competition. Ysgol Friars from For further details 
The team - Sam Bangor. about the 5x60 scheme in 

Stewart, Matthew The competition fea- the Vale of Glamorgan 
Reynolds, Josh Evans tured year-7 and 8 pupils please go online to the 
and Finn Murphy - all w hose talents were following website at: 
played superbly well and unear thed during www.valeofglamorgan.g 

tost their final deciding lunchtime and after _ ov.uk/5x60. 
match by a dramatic 15- school sports sessions 


Barry Seconds are well 
beaten by Pontyclun 


BARRY Seconds 
looked to put their 
recent disappoint¬ 
ing string of results 
behind them with a 
tough away trip to 
Pontyclun on a cold 
spring afternoon. 

The opening omens 
were not good, as Joel 
Williams went off with a 
blood injury almost sec¬ 
onds into the contest, 
with Chow his temporary 
replacement. 

Fortunately, Williams 
was able to carry on at 
his new position of fly- 
half, as he answered his 
critics by moving the ball 
out to his centres quickly. 

With one such move 
Ethan Dix, himself 
another late call-up, 
broke the Pontyclun line 
with a strong run. 

The ball was quickly 
recycled to Adam Lee, 
who ran a good line from 
full-back, and he ground¬ 
ed between the posts for 
the first score. He was, 
however, unsuccessful 
with the conversion. 

The Barry scrum was 
proving dominant, as the 
power of Lundy, 
Bowditch and Els worth 
proved too much for the 
home side. 

An infringement at the 
set piece by Pontyclun 
gave Lee a penalty 
opportunity to extend the 
lead, which he duly 
accepted. 

Against the run of 
play, however, the home 
side got back into the 
game with a converted 
try, taking advantage of 
Lee Jones’ time in the 
blood bin to make the 
score 7-8. 

Barry came back 
strongly, with Lee’s boot 
giving them territory at 
every opportunity. The 
debutants Scott and 
Vidal were destructive at 
the breakdown, emerging 
frequently with turnover 
ball which the backs then 
utilised. 

There was also a 
marked improvement in 
the ball-carrying depart¬ 


ment, with the heavy for¬ 
wards punching holes 
frequently in the home 
defence. 

Notable mentions go 
to Elsworth, Rolfe, and 
particularly Vidal. There 
was also more cohesion 
with the back division, 
with Dix and Tom Poole 
especially effective. 

Lee further extended 
the Barry lead with 
another well-struck 

penalty, before the away 
side’s late flurry in the 
half saw them stopped 
short of the line again, 
this time via McCann, 
whilst Lee pulled another 
attempt at three points 
wide. 

With the elements 
against them in the sec¬ 
ond half, it was a very 


The Vale District 
welcomed Eryri 
Schools District to 
their home ground 
to compete in the 
semi-final of the DC 
Thomas Cup. 

The Vale started well, 
receiving from the kick¬ 
off and driving down the 
centre of the field with 
some excellent work 
from Tom Jac, Ruben 
Williams, Jac Liitle and 
Ben Jones. 

This was the pattern 
for the first 10 minutes 
then Eryri broke into the 
home side’s half with an 
interception, and it was 
their turn to show their 
handling skills. 

Cai Lloyd at hooker 
had one of his best 
games for the Vale, win¬ 
ning several scrums 
against the head and with 
quick ball from scrum 
half loan William and fly 
half Evan Thomas 
Aaron Arthur was set 
free, terrorising the visi¬ 
tors’ defensive line. 

After almost 20 min¬ 
utes Aaron Arthur passed 
his opposite centre to 
off-load to Mikey 


different story for the 
away side. Pontyclun 
brought on replacements 
who made impact, espe¬ 
cially with the momen¬ 
tum behind them. 

They managed to gain 
the upper hand in the 
tight, despite the best 
efforts of Jones, Vidal, 
Hitchcock and invariably 
Scott, who seemed 
everywhere. 

With constant pressure 
applied to the Barry line, 
the home side finally 
scored to go into the 
lead. 

Pontyclun further 
increased their advantage 
when Barry were briefly 
down to 14 men as Scott 
received treatment, and 
with that the away side 
found themselves two 


Bosley, who copied the 
skill to pass the cover 
defence to open the scor¬ 
ing. 

In the second half the 
Vale were throwing 
everything into attack. 
The away rule meant a 
draw sent Eryri through 
to the final at the 
Millennium Stadium. 

With just eight min¬ 
utes to go Mikey Bosley 
rushed up on an Eryri 
attacking move to unset¬ 
tle the attacker and take 
the ball from him, spin¬ 
ning out of the challenge 
he straightened up, cut 
back inside and ran in the 
length of the half to put 
the ball under the post. 

12-0 ahead the Vale 
settled and started to take 
full control of the game, 
attacking constantly 
within the visitors’ 22. 

In desperation Eryri 
had no option but to kick 
out of defence. Barney 
Langdon had dropped 
back to pick up the ball 
and he quickly broke 
around the chasing group 
to out pace them and 
squeeze in to the comer. 

A fantastic win with a 
great performance from 
the whole team, but spe- 


scores down. 

In a desperate attempt 
the green-and-whites 
pushed forward, but all 
too often the wrong 
option was taken and the 
chance was gone. 

Instead, the home side 
had the last try to give 
the scoreline an unbal¬ 
anced 26-11 look at the 
final whistle. 

Team: Lee; Poole, 
Dix, Hewitson, Evans; 
McCann, Williams; 
Lundy, Bowditch, 

Elsworth; Vidal, Tobin; 
Jones, Scott, Rolfe (c). 
Subs used: Houldey, 
Hitchcock, Chow. 

Man-of-the-match: 
Scott. 


cial mention must go to 
Cai Lloyd, Aaron Arthur, 
Iwan Hadfeild, Barney 
Langdon and man-of- 
the-match Mikey Bosley. 

Congratulations to the 
coaches Mr Motram and 
Mr Golding for what 
must be a fantastic 
reward for all their hard 
work throughout the sea¬ 
son. 

A well-deserved win 
by the Vale pits them 
against Pontypool under- 
11s in the final to be 
held as the curtain raiser 
at the Millennium 
Stadium on Swalec Cup 
Final day. 

Vale of Glamorgan 
Squad 2011-2012: Mikey 
Bosley, Ben Jones, Owen 
Darlucia, Barty Jones- 
Norton, Lewis Hawk, 
Lewis Bumford, Daniel 
Hicks, Jack Dixon, Ellis 
Smit,Ewan Griffiths, 
Ruben Williams, Luke 
Connor, Ben Batten, 
Louis Harris, Cai Lloyd, 
Iwan Hadfield, Evan 
Thomas, James Rees, 
Thomas Jac, Barney 
Langdon, Joseph Jones, 
loan Williams, Jamie 
Howells, Jac Little, Wil 
Parsons, Aaron Arthur. 

MB 


VALE WIN THROUGH 
TO ‘THOMAS’ FINAL 
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The Bombettes 
blown away 
by the Ravens 


THE long-awaited 
return local derby 
between Barry 
ladies and the 
Ravens took place 
at Barry Boys 
school, Ravens’ 
home pitch, in front 
of a large crowd. 

Both teams showed 
great resolve and tore 
into each other. The 
Bombettes had the best 
of the opening moments, 
with No9 Bannister link¬ 
ing well with her for¬ 
wards and backs. 

However, when No 10 
K Jones cleared her 22 
with a well-placed kick, 
the ball bounced the 
wrong way, up into the 
grateful hands of the 
Ravens full back. She 
showed her lightning 
pace and rounded the 
desperate Barry defence 
to score, which she duly 
converted. 

Barry’s players 
responded well and 
drove deep into the 
Ravens’ half, with 
Richards and Cahill car¬ 
rying the ball strongly. It 
looked odds on for a 
Barry score until the ball 
was knocked forward. 
Ravens cleared their 
lines and started exert¬ 
ing pressure and from a 


quick tap penalty they 
scored their second try. 

Debut winger Dixon 
had to be replaced early 
on by Waller, and the 
new girl relished using 
her pace in attack and 
defence alike. 

The Ravens scored 
again in the first half 
against the run of play 
which was converted. 
Barry continued to play 
rugby and Bannister 
made a lovely line break 
and sprinted into the 
Ravens half, only to 
knock on as she tried to 
pass the ball. 

Barry started the sec¬ 
ond half with expecta¬ 
tion of a fight back but 
Ravens scored early on, 
which virtually killed 
the game off. 

Barry showed great 
resolve and continued 
battling, with K Jones, 
Richards and Waller cut¬ 
ting holes in the Ravens 
defence. 

In the heat the whole 
bench were used after 
No 15 Hill picked up a 
wrist injury and Gamer- 
Joel a 'stinger' shoulder 
injury. 

Eidmans Ford made 
her comeback, replacing 
Morgan, with Northcott 
going into the second 
row. B Jones came on to 


the left wing but could 
do nothing to stop the 
sniping Ravens No9 
scoring, and other 
Ravens tries came and 
went. 

The management 
would like to congratu¬ 
late all our players, sev¬ 
eral of whom were play¬ 
ing in un-accustomed 
positions, for battling to 
the end. 

Not one head went 
down, which shows the 
resolve this team has. 
Special mention must go 
to prop Richards for her 
numerous carries and J 
Jones playing on the 
flank. 

Barry’s woman of the 
match was Richards and 
Seaview chose K Jones 

Team: Hill, Nation, 
Yapp, Williams, K Jones, 
Dixon, Bannister, Boffy 
(C), Garner-Joel, J 
Jones, Cahill, Morgan, 
Richards, Philips, 
Horne, Northcott, 
Waller, B Jones and 
Eidmans Ford. 

AM 


Stags warm up 
for new season 


Try tennis at 
club’s open day 


Barry Tennis Club 
is looking to follow 
up its most success¬ 
ful season ever with 
a call for women 
players to join its 
teams and for 
everyone to have a 
go at tennis. 

The club is marking 
the start of a new season 
with an Open Day on 
Saturday April 21 from 
1.30pm where everyone 
is welcome to try out the 
club’s facilities. 

There will be special 
‘Rusty Rackets’ sessions 
from 6.30pm on the 
evenings of Tuesday 
April 24, Wednesday 
April 25, Tuesday May 1 
and Wednesday May 2. 

Monday and Thursday 
evenings are scheduled 
during the spring and 
summer for social ten¬ 
nis, where all members 
enjoy mixing in to play 
with different partners. 

Veterans tennis is also 
organized for mid-week 
mornings throughout the 
summer. 

The coaching pro¬ 
gramme is suitable for 
all abilities and features 
both classes and individ¬ 
ual coaching by a pro¬ 
fessional coach to help 
improve your game. 

As part of its commit¬ 
ment to encouraging 


new, young talent, Barry 
Tennis Club is offering 
on Sunday mornings a 
range of coaching pro¬ 
grammes for young 
players. 

Last year Barry 
Tennis Club enjoyed one 
of its most successful 
seasons ever with its 
Men’s team picking up 
the national title and 
other teams winning 
regional prizes, as well 
as nurturing some of 
Wales’ top young talent, 
and more people coming 
along to have a go at 
tennis. 

For further details 
about Barry Tennis Club 
please call 07836 
758954 or e mail: 
Huddn@live.co.uk or 
visit the Club’s web site 
at 

www.barry tennis .co .uk. 

Commenting on the 
new season launch, club 
chairman Harry Emery 
said: “We are aiming to 
build upon last year’s 
success. We welcome 
new members - the 
good, the bad, and the 
rusty - as we are com¬ 
mitted to enabling all 
ages and levels to play, 
enjoy and improve their 
game. We would wel¬ 
come more women play¬ 
ers to come along and 
join our teams.” 

AG 


Welsh Petanque 
competition makes 
for a thrilling day 


A BARRY 

ATHLETIC XI, 
captained by Simon 
Phillips, romped 
home to a six-wick- 
et home win over 
the ‘Growlers’ of 
Pentwyn at the 
Barry Oval. 

The match was domi¬ 
nated by Steve Provis, 
who fought the injury 
barrier to score a fantas¬ 
tic 102 not out in just 68 
balls to see the Stags 
home. 

After winning the toss 
and choosing to bowl 
first, the Stags looked in 
fine touch. Steve Jones 
and Dafydd Frost both 
staked their claims for 
regular selection with a 
fine combination of 
swing and seam bowl¬ 
ing, taking wickets for 
fun to leave the visitors 
struggling on 36^4 from 
11 overs. 

The Stags fought well 
up to the drinks break, 
until the Growlers came 
out fighting. Owen and 
Rosser both showed a 
fine bit of aggressive 
batting and with a hint of 
luck in places, managed 
to help the visitors up to 
159 all out. 

The potential headline 


could have been taken 
by Gavin White, had he 
not been bowled early on 
by Harris for 14. 

White had joined the 
Stags from Pentwyn 
back in June 2011, and 
this could have been the 
perfect response to the 
travelling fans’ jeers. 

The visitors’ tails 
were up after that wicket 
and in addition to the 
wicket of the ever-dan- 
gerous Rhett Jones, the 
Growlers were on course 
to claim an unlikely vic¬ 
tory. 

However, these hopes 
were diminished after a 
fine partnership of 94 
between Ian Gadd and 
Steve Provis. Both bats¬ 
men looked in fine form 
and after a much-needed 
bat change, Provis 
secured the win after 
retiring on 102 runs; a 
fine effort from the Stag 
which was greeted by a 
standing ovation as he 
walked back to the pavil¬ 
ion. 

It was only a matter of 
time until the win was in 
the bag and a fine drive 
down the ground from 
Gadd secured it, with 
over 15 overs left of the 
innings. 


ASHLEY BAKER 


Calling all club officials! 
We welcome your sports 
reports, news and items of 
interest - email us at 

gemeditorial@tmdlenews.co.uk 


The petanque sea¬ 
son opened on 
March 25 with 
clubs in the Welsh 
Petanque 
Association taking 
part in qualifiers 
for the very first 
European 
Championship for 
veterans (55+). 

The competition was 
held at Wenvoe PC, on 
a very warm and sunny 
Sunday. 12 mixed 
teams competed from 
Cardiff, Penarth, 
Llantrisant, 
Monmouth, Wenvoe, 
Caerleon and 


Llanhennock in Gwent. 

Teams were divided 
into three pools to play 
in the morning to gain a 
place in the main and 
plate competitions. 

The semi-finals of 
the plate competition 
saw “Young Wenvoe” 
beating the “Young 
Ones” from Penarth 
PC 13-12; Penarth 
fought back with their 
team “Alf and A1P’ 
beating “Monkstone 
Mix” from Monkstone 
PC in Cardiff 13-6; and 
the play-off between 
“Alf and Alf’ (Roger 
Martin, David Rapley 
and Colin Scott) and 
“Young Wenvoe” (Mike 


Taster sessions 
at golf club 


SOUTHERN- 
DOWN Golf Club 
is organising free 
taster sessions 
aimed at female 
golfers. 

The sessions will be 
on April 24 and April 
28 at Southerndown, 
and the club profes¬ 
sional, John Peters, 
will be on hand to 
introduce beginners 
to the game. 

To coincide with 
this, the club has 
started a ‘beginner 
golfing scheme’ - 
designed to let people 
see whether the game 
appeals to them. 


A club spokesman 
said: “Our adult male 
membership list is 
actually full at the 
moment, but for 
women and younger 
members we do still 
have vacancies. 

The club is proud 
of its panoramic 
views across south 
Wales, and is set on a 
rare limestone heath 
which drains quickly 
and is dry underfoot 
- playable for golf all 
the year round. 

For more details, 
contact John on 01656 
881112 - or visit: 
www.southerndown 
golfclub.com. 


Coleman, Roger Bryce 
and Tony Jellings) saw 
“Young Wenvoe” take 
the title with a 13-11 
win. 

The teams getting to 
the semi-finals of the 
main competition were 
the “Barnstone 

Juniors” from 

Llantrisant, who beat 
“Saga United” from 
Wenvoe and 

Llanennock 13 -7; and 
the “Marauders” from 
Monkstone PC in 
Roath who lost narrow¬ 
ly to “Never Say 
Never” from Caerleon 
and Monkstone Inn 12- 
13. 

The final was then 
between Tony Smith, 
Graham Attfield and 
Mike Brown of 
“Wenvoe Juniors” who 
took the title against 
“Never Say Never”, 
comprising Stuart 
Spencer, Peter 

Beresford and Kon 
Tomczyk by beating 
them 13-3. 

Congratulations to 
all teams who took part 
to make the day a 
resounding success. 
The next competition to 
be held by the WPA will 
be the first of the 
Grand Prix Series to be 
held at Monkstone 
Pentanque Club, based 
at the Pen-y-Lan club 
in Roath. 

For further details 
please visit our website: 
www.welshpetanque.org 
.uk. 

JS 


Matt’s marathon effort 
for injured heroes 


VALE Council 
rugby development 
officer Matt Silva is 
currently putting in 
the miles ready to 
run the London 
Marathon later this 
month. 

Matt is looking for 
sponsors to help him 
raise money for rugby 
players in Wales who 
have suffered serious 
injuries while playing 
the sport. 

He will be running in 
aid of The Welsh 
Charitable Trust, and 
said: “Unfortunately, 

every year there are a 
number of players at all 



Matt Silva. 


levels of the sport across 
the country who suffer 
serious injuries while 
playing the game we 
love. If you could please 
spare any change to help 
support this worthwhile 
charity that would be 
fantastic.” 


There are currently 20 
former players who are 
permanently confined to 
wheelchairs as a result 
of accidents on the field 
of play. 

The Welsh Charitable 
Trust has, over the years, 
provided cars, wheel¬ 
chairs (both electric and 
manual), hoists, adapta¬ 
tions to homes, scholar¬ 
ships and anything that 
can make the lives of 
injured players more 
comfortable. 

You can support 
Matt’s marathon efforts 
by visiting his fundrais¬ 
ing page at: http://uk.vir- 
ginmoney giving, com/m 
attsilva. 


Local swimmers 


impress at event 


BARRY Amateur 
Swimming Club 
recently participat¬ 
ed in the Tiger Bay 
Open Swim Meet 
which was held in 
Cardiff 

International Pool. 

With teams from as 
far afield as Liverpool, 
Aberystwyth, Wycombe, 
St Ives, Fishguard and 
Wolverhampton attend¬ 
ing, the competition was 
going to be strong and 
difficult for any swim¬ 
mer to achieve a gold, 
silver or bronze medal. 

In all Barry ASC had 
10 swi mm ers participat¬ 
ing, ranging from some 
of the more recent mem¬ 
bers of the club to the 
more experienced. Each 
swimmer did themselves 
proud, setting numerous 
personal bests, produc¬ 
ing fabulous perform¬ 
ances and showing great 
progress in their swim¬ 
ming ability. 

Barry ASC swimmers 
took six medals and just 
missed out on several 
more. The medal win¬ 
ners were: Luke Birnage 
- taking an incredible 
four medals - silver and 
three bronze - from the 
five events he entered, 
Jacob Davies - taking 
bronze, and Bethan 
Williams - also taking a 
bronze. 

Jacob Davies (10) 
started the weekend off 
on a high note, taking 
bronze in the 50m front 
crawl and improving his 
personal best by over 3 
seconds. 

Bethan Williams (11) 
was next up for Barry, 
finishing fifth in the 
50m backstroke and just 
missing out on a medal. 
Bethan then proceed to 
finish 12th in the 100m 
freestyle, and third in 
50m fly to take bronze, 
sixth in the 200 IM, 
again narrowly missing 
a medal, and finally 
ninth in the 100m 
breaststroke, setting per¬ 
sonal bests in every 
event. 

Ffion Vickers (13) 
competed in the 50m 
back, 100m free, 50m 
fly, 50m free and 200m 
back, with the highlight 
being an improvement 




ABOVE: Jacob Davies (left) and Luke Birnage. 


of over nine seconds in 
the 200m back and set¬ 
ting personal bests in 
most of the other events. 

Amy Me Andrew (12) 
continued the setting 
trend when competing in 
the 50m back, 100m 
free, 50m fly and 100m 
breaststroke, improving 
her back and fly events 
by over two seconds. 

Llinos Goodland (12) 
showed continued 
improvement in her abil¬ 
ity while participating in 
the 50m back, 50m 
breaststroke and 50m 
free, improving in the 
free by two seconds 

Ffion Goodland (14) 
was not to be outdone 
by her younger sister, 
entering a large number 
of events - 50m back, 
400m free, 200m IM, 
100m breaststroke, 50m 
free, 50m breaststroke 
and 200m breaststroke. 

Ffion’s aptitude to the 
longer distance events 
again shone through 
with not many swim¬ 
mers having the stamina 
or courage to compete in 
the 400m free and 200m 
IM within a short time 
of each other. 

Iestwyn Per ki ns (9) 
stepped up to the mark 
and performed remark¬ 
ably well considering 
his experience and time 
at Barry ASC. 

Iestwyn competed in 
the 200m back, 200m 
breaststroke and 100m 
breaststroke, taking 
large chunks of time off 


his personal bests, 
improving by a massive 
20 seconds in the 200m 
back and nine seconds 
in the 100m breast¬ 
stroke. 

Jonathan Bowden 
(15), Barry ASC vice 
captain, entered the 
200m free and 100m fly, 
finishing a very cred¬ 
itable 10th in the fly and 
taking 15 seconds off his 
free personal best. 

Shaun Bowden (11) 
entered the 100m fly 
and narrowly missed out 
on a medal to finish 
fourth and the 50m 
breast to finish fifth, 
again just outside the 
medals. 

Thomas Pugh (9), one 
of Barry ASC’s junior 
members, took the 
opportunity to race in 
the 100m breaststroke 
and produced a great 
performance to finish 
11th and take 22 sec¬ 
onds off his personal 
best. 

Barry Amateur 
Swimming Club is 
always looking for new 
members so if you would 
like a trial, please phone 
Heulwen Cooper on 
01446 733784. 

We swim at Barry 
Leisure Centre on 
Monday, Friday and 
Sunday and Cardiff 
International Pool on 
Monday and Thursday. 
For more information 
look on: barryasc.org.uk 
and Facebook: Barry 
ASC. TW 
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FRF Vauxhall 



Here are just a few of our 
GREAT OFFERS available... 

Hard When they're (M)NC - they're GONEl 


12 PLATE m REG •AllHALl CORSA12 ACTIVE 50R ■ 61 PIATE P*E REG VAUXHALL mm 1 < $ 50F 
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hjt sRgrri 



1? PUT! Pfl! RIG CHEVflOUT SPflPl 10 IS 50P ■ M PUT! PS* RIG CWVROUT AVtO 1 2 IT MIR OICSH 


IS NOW OW 


Find the HJT SP JT on selected 
used cars and you will find some 
of the hottest savings around! 
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ul ay FRF Bridgend www. frfmotors. com 


WESTERN AViNuE 3RO&ENOIMDEST BRIDCEMD 

SAT HAV USERS CFT13HT 

Sate Hotline 01656 648648 
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Prepare to be stunned with Bentley Cabriolet 


WHAT is Great Britain famous for? 
Entrepreneurs like Sir Richard Branson 
and Sir Philip Green, great musicians like 
Sir Paul McCartney, footballers and the 
Royal family. 

If asked that question 25 years ago, I would have 
included car manufacturing, too. 

However, while the UK is still among the best at 
it, there are sadly few, if any, entirely British-owned 
brands, and therefore in my book I don’t feel we can 
claim this field as our own. 

Yes, I know that Nissan, Ford, Jaguar Land 
Rover, Rolls Royce and Bentley all build cars here 
but they’re foreign owned. 

That small point is quickly forgotten, though, 
when you’re fortunate enough to be entrusted with 
the Bentley Continental GT Coupe Cabriolet 6.0 
W12. 

It’s a massive responsibility to look after some¬ 
thing that currently costs more than the house I live 
in. Needless to say I worry about leaving it alone, 
just in the same way that I do with my precious baby 
daughter, Harriett. 



MOTORING WITH 
TIM SAUNDERS 


This remains in the back of your mind at all 
times. But it does not take away the sheer joy that 
comes in savouring the beautifully sculpted cabrio¬ 
let, on experiencing the roof dropping and on hear¬ 
ing the note of the engine as it bursts into life. 

The quality of materials both inside and out are 
the best man can buy, and it is very pleasing to know 
that all Bentley vehicles are still manufactured in 
Crewe, Cheshire, even though Germany-based VW 
is in charge. 

On first acquaintance, after regaining a modicum 
of self-control and sobriety, it is necessary to load 
Harriett’s Mothercare Oyster pushchair into the 
boot. 

Simply press the boot function on the £200 luxu¬ 
ry Bentley key fob and watch the lid effortlessly 
open. The compact pushchair fits snuggly inside. 
Push the ‘close boot’ button inside the boot lid and 
it automatically shuts. 

How the other half live, but then their energies 
are better spent in monitoring share prices or some 
other such intelligent activity. 

Irritatingly though, the rear seats are not large 
enough for adults, and while Harriett’s baby seat 
fits, my wife’s front seat has to be far forward, 
meaning that it’s not as comfy as it could be for 
Caroline. 

On opening the large and chunky door the driver 
slides into the most comfortable seat imaginable, 
finished in hand-stitched leather - an incredibly 
opulent environment. 

In comparison to say, a Skoda Superb, it is clear¬ 
ly noticeable how supportive the Bentley’s front 
massage seats are, particularly for the lower back. 

Leather seats can get sticky on a hot day and the 
Bentley’s incorporate a useful cold function (and 
they can be heated, too). 

The front seats intelligently recognise when 
they’re occupied and cleverly offer up the seatbelts, 
saving passengers from painfully stretching back¬ 
wards to reach, as is so often the way in cabriolets. 

The dash is finished in highly varnished Tamo 
ash wood with lashings of chrome. Sunglasses can 
be kept in the ash-covered Breitling case in the cen¬ 
tre, and there’s a complimentary Breitling clock, 
too. 



There is a traditional ignition and a push start giv¬ 
ing the driver choice. One qualm is that the ignition 
key resides to the far right of the dashboard close to 
the driver’s window. An ideal location for a thief to 
pocket them at the traffic lights when the hood or 
windows are down. 

It is an absolute joy, though, to hear the gravelly 
tone of the six-litre W12 engine, which sounds like 
a highly refined racing car, and it doesn’t disap¬ 
point, if anything exceeding expectations. 

The driver must respect this exquisitely-engi¬ 
neered vehicle because press that accelerator too 
eagerly and you will lose control. 

Few cars will reach 0-60mph in 4.4 seconds and 
have a top speed of 198mph. Its abilities can be par¬ 
tially experienced pulling off a roundabout with a 
clear run ahead. 

Just push the accelerator down and be prepared to 
be stunned. 

The smooth responsive six speed auto is easy to 
use while there are paddleshifts for those wanting to 
drive like a manual. The force experienced isn’t dis¬ 
similar to that felt when taking off in an aircraft. 

This is further enhanced by the hard, sporty ride 
and the accompanying wind when the roof is down. 
There’s even a neck warmer making it possible to 
drive topless in the coldest of climes. 

Helpfully, the roof can rise or drop at speeds of 
up to 20mph. When it’s up you would be forgiven 
for thinking that you were in a luxury saloon, it’s so 
quiet. 

A wide vehicle, it makes a better motorway cruis¬ 
er than a country lane crawler. Handling is exem¬ 
plary, though. Unsurprisingly, famous Bentley 
Continental GT owners have included Liverpool 
captain Steven Gerrard. 


Parkers, the car experts, say: “Any fears that new 
owner Volkswagen wasn’t going to deliver a proper 
Bentley with its first model in charge were instantly 
dismissed with the arrival of the Continental GT. 
This opulent coupe offers real 200mph perform¬ 
ance. The four-wheel drive chassis and W12 engine 
are actually shared with the Phaeton, Volkswagen’s 
attempt at a BMW 7-series rivalling saloon, but the 
two cars are certainly not clones.” 

This is one car that everyone should drive at least 
once in their lives. 


Bentley Continental GT Coupe 6.0 W12 (2011) 
2d Auto £163,495: 

Economy: 17mpg, 

6 speed auto, 

0-60secs: 4.4secs, 

Top speed: 198mph, 

Power: 566bhp, 

Tank: 90 litres, 

300 miles or so to a tank depending on driving 
style! 


Watch the video at www.testdrives.biz. 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


• Ford Rosta 

• Ford Focal 

• Ford Focus 

• F<rdS-Wi». 

• 6 scat VW 
Transporter 

• MHOfdwtRvnmM 
9 Mutt rrmfcuee* 




(01656) 

660160 


Ful dotatls avalatie on our arafcisJtft 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 
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"‘Tfice freofiCe to- do- (Utouteoo- «Kt& ” 


LARGEST SELECTION OF CARS IN BARRY , - , 

Howe Motors Ltd • Powell Dyffryn Way • Barry • Vale of Glamorgan • CF62 5QR • 01446 738088 

/ Vy 



www.howemotors.co.uk 


AUDI A4 2.5 TDi 163 Sport 



£8,995 


FORD Fiesta 1.4 Titanium 



£8,295 


LAND ROVER Defender V8 



£12,995 


RENAULT Clio 1.2 16vPynamique 



£2,495 


Toyota Aygo 1.0 VVT-i 5-dr 



VW Beetle 2.0 3-dr Hatch 



£3,495 


BMW 1 Series 118D Sport 



£7,995 


FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 5-dr 



£7,495 +VAT 


LEXUS SC430 4.3 2-dr Auto 



£13,995 


RENAULT Megane 1.4 Dynamique 



£2,795 


TOYOTA Yaris 1.4 D-4D T3 



£6,495 


VW Golf 1.4 TSI 160 GT 



£14,995 


BMW 1 Series 120D M Sport 



£19,995 


FORD Fiesta 1.4 Flame 3-dr 



£3,495 


MERCEDES C Class C200K SE 



£4,995 


SUBARU Legacy 2.0 R Sport 



£5,995 


VAUXHALL Astra 1.8i VVT SRi 



£5,995 


VW Polo 1.2 Twist 5-dr 



£3,495 


BMW 1 Series 120DM Sport 



£9,995 


HONDA CR-V 2.2 l-CTDI ES 



£13,995 


Mercedes E Class E320 



£5,495 


SUZUKI Grand Vitara 2.0 



£3,995 


VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8i Design 



£5,995 


VW Polo 1.4S 75 5-dr Auto 



£5,495 


BMW X3 3.0D SE 5-dr Auto 



£12,995 


HONDA Jazz 1.2 l-VTEC S 



£6,495 


MERCEDES E Class E500 Sport 



£29,995 


TOYOTA Auris 2.2 D-4D SRI 80 



£7,995 


Vauxhall Zafira 1.9 Exclusiv 



£6,995 


VW Touran 1.6 TDi 105 S 



£15,995 


ALL CARS HPI CHECKED • RAC WARRANTY • PART-EX WELCOME • FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT MOST • ALL MAJOR CREDIR CARDS • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9am - 6.30pm • Saturday - Sunday 9am - 5.30pm • OPEN 7 DAYS 01446 738088 


HOWE MOTORS LTD. 


v blackhorse 
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its not the^waTwre used to] 

l&ngwurLcariSeiYicefl 


I! We aorta* 


Fully OFT Approved Garage & Trained Technicians 

Complete Manufacturer Specification Service Check 

Up to *400 checks performed pfus extra 50 point PermModieckfct, 
dof^t believe* a quick o«l chaf>oe is a real service! Ocr services realty are* ttie 
rTXKlaynpreherHyeyou'll find, 8 you vMt best for your car tt*n try us! 

Full AirCon Check & Gas Top-up 
AlrCon Antibacterial Service - Removes Odors 
High Quality Oil & Quality Parts 

Author rsed or Man Dealer Parts mlyTnlofafl 1 c 
comers by i&ng crap ports or oils! 

Full Advanced Main Dealer Diagnostic 

We have Porsche BMW, Mercedes & Jaguar ranufactuer diagnostics on site. 
WedbnHrvlyonanaftemt£wi«eltooioroutsourcrdb 9 nosUc&B«o(herninor 
Vie mill garages. Our Diagnostic customer base includes Main Dealers and the 
UKs largest car supemiantets' No other independent can match that! 

Free Courtesy Car or Drop Off & Collection 

Luxury Lexus ana Mercedes models iwixbfe Free! 

Or well be tvwpy to collect and fop oft your vertcle anyvdwr in South East 
Wales, Iran Bridgend to Cnepoow! 

Full Mini Valet - Including Full Wax Treatment 
Laser Wheel Alig 
Free 

After vc service your vehicle you can pop bit _ 
check and bee fluid top up. Includes oils, screen wash, antifreeze etc •_«* 


itslnenier.! 


r" 






mini vavci*iiiuuumi| run hoa ircaimcvu 

t Wheel Alignment & Tracking 
Fluid Checks including Topups for 12 months 

service your vehicle you can pop In anytime to get a free fluid 




The Only Independent BMW, Mercedes, Porsche & 
Jaguar specialist in South Wales with OFT Approval! 

Ox hqhfy stolltd former main dealer staff A bedmrire, trared to the togbest &uKtartb han* yean experience m everything from *0 year 
ob Jajuxs, cuting edge Por**?'* to tie laie* BMW models. With the latest Diagnostic eoutnent ejtoeedng what. even the dealer car do, 
we can wtor any problem with big wing* lor you 

Put simply we fvwc or Urge* selection of drignostc equpnent m South Wales providing courage for almost imj Mdu and MoM. 
Whether you bate an engke orate ligpton. are siuPlenfkg battery drairv c|}l probiem^ key and immoM to Issues or harsh gearbox 
change we on do more juU tfagnov; wr car fix it tWcuv. 

Pirnovw vthidc semiring is the rood comprebcmw you'll find, no provide except ona value lor money and wtfh frw sendees like Issue 
Wheel AlfgwiML AirCon Check with Top u& Battery Starter L Charge and Main Dealer Diagnostic. 

We even inckrir 12 months free fluid checks and tojMipv fallowing all wmiang So should you be gaaig on a long journey jurt pap your car In 
and one of our lechwcans will cfeck and fop up tie fluid Iree. 

Being a tawfly run business we put tradlUxuf values at the core of everythin we do, pUlirtg you the ctoloroer frst, we want you to return as a 
customer year after year Rest assured that with Permoiro your car h in safe, knowlrdgrable & tRKtwcrthy hank. All our work h guaranleed 
and wdl not affect your manAaOurers or toed car warranty 


Ox customers route local and national mam dealers Including Ferrari, F< 
Sj pm nar tg t s ! They come to us becaw we really are South Wales leadrg 


Citroen, Mercedes and South WaAes largest Used Car 
iagnoshc centre, 


WE ARE THE AFFORDABLE DEALER ALTERNATIVE! 


V Servicing 

*/ Dealer Diagnostics 

V ECU Repairs 
s/ MOTTesting 

DPF Problems 

V Brakes &ABS 

*/ Transmission Servicing 
Air-Con Repairs 

V Engine & Mechanical 
>/ Keys & Key Repairs 

V Warrarty Claims 
Tyres & Tyre Repairs 

v/ Laser Wheel Alignment 
i/ PeribrmanceTuning 
*/ Injector Servicing 

V Former Dealer Staff 

v/ Free Courtesy Car or 
Collection & Drop Off 


DIAGNOSTIC CODE SCANS FROM 


PERFORMANCES ECONOMY TUNING FROM £95 


£ Castrol 


Mobil (I 

B 


tBI 



EURO SPECIALISTS 




5 & 10 Woodham Road 
Barry Docks CF634JE 

033 7807 www.pemxweo.ltd.uk 
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08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 
1.5 CZT 3-dr. 

Pearl black. 1 owner, 42,295 miles 


£4,995 



08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.6 
SRi 3-dr 

In black, air con, 55,000 miles 


£5,995 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Ink Blue Met, 57,000 Miles, with A/C etc. 


£4,995 



55 RENAULT Clio 1.6 
Dynamique S 


In burnt orange, air con, 59,000 miles 


£3,995 



06 JAGUAR XK 
(New model) 


Black with cream leather, 49,000 miles 

£19,995 



02 JAGUAR S-Type 
V8 Auto 


Silver with grey leather trim, luxury saloon 

£3,995 



56 BMW 330 DSE 3.0 Coupe 


Cream leather, Montego blue, 
1 owner 

£9,995 



07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 
SXi 3-door 

Silver, full body kit, 80,000 miles 


£4,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


06 JAGUAR XK (New model). In black with cream 

leather, 49,000 miles, high spec sports coupe £19,995 
03 PORSCHE Cayenne 4.5S Auto. Silver/black 

leather, 42,000 miles, sat nav, 22” alloys . . .£14,995 
59 HONDA Civic 2.2 Diesel ESi CTDi. In silver, 40,000 

miles, 1 owner with pan-roof.£9,995 

56 BMW 330 DSE 3.0 Coupe, cream leather, Montego 
blue, 1 owner .£9,995 

56 MINI Cooper ‘S’ Checkmate. Met blue, 50,000 

miles, a/c, leather.£7,495 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 Sport Convertible. In met 

turquoise, 36,000 miles.£6,995 

54 AUDI A4 3.0 Sport Convertible Auto. In met blue 

with full beige leather, 85,000 miles .£6,995 

03 BMW 325 2.5Ci M-Sport Convertible Auto. Silver, 

79,270 miles.£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.6 SRi 3-dr. In black, 55,000 

miles with air con .£5,995 

08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 CZT 3-dr. Pearl black, 

1 owner, 42,295 miles.£5,995 

04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto. 

In black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,995 
04 NISSAN X-Traic 2.2 DCi SR 6-Spd. In bright met 

blue, 75,000 miles, diesel 4x4.£5,995 

02 AUDI TT (180). In red with black leather, 87,000 

miles, superb example .£5,995 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.3 CDTi Sport. In ice blue, 

65,000 mile diesel convertible.£4,995 

04 VOLVO S80 SE D5. In met jade, 78,000 mile luxury 
diesel saloon.£4,995 

51 MERCEDES SLK 200 Auto. In silver with black 

leather, 56,000 mile convertible at.£4,995 

98 MERCEDES V280 Ambiente Auto 6-Seater. Turquoise 
blue, full leather, 78,000 miles with extras . . . .£4,995 
01 MERCEDES ML 430 Auto. In silver with black 
leather, 68,000 miles, LPG gas conversion . .£4,995 
04 LAND ROVER Freelander 1.8 XEi 5-dr. In silver, 

63,000 miles, 4x4 at.£4,695 

54 MAZDA RX8 (192) 4-dr. Black, 69,000 mile sports 

coupe.£3,995 

03 BMW 318 ES. Met. grey, 85,000 miles, alloys, air 

con, FSH .£3,995 

02 JAGUAR S-Type V8 Auto. In silver with grey 

leather trim, 68,000 mile luxury saloon.£3,995 

54 MAZDA 6 2.0 Diesel TS2 Estate. In silver, 80,000 
miles, 2 owners.£3,995 

52 JEEP Cheroke 3.7 LTD Auto. In bronze with black 

leather, go any where at.£3,995 

52 NISSAN X-Trail 2.0 Sport 4x4. In White, full glass 

roof, multi CD .£3,695 

56 MG ZR 120+ 3-dr. Met red, 36,000 miles, 1 owner £3,295 
03 MERCEDES A140 Classic. In met blue, 64,000 

miles, fantastic value.£2,995 

01 HONDA Stream SE Sport 7-Seater. In light met 
green, 85,000 mile estate at.£2,495 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club 5-dr Automatic. In silver, 
46,000 miles, a/c, etc .£5,995 

58 CITROEN C3 Puriel 1.4 Exclusive Convertible in 

black with leather, 37,000 miles .£5,995 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 3-Dr. In Tonic silver, 
47,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,495 

56 FORD Focus 1.6 Sport 5-dr. In silver, 

51,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

57 SMART Four Two Auto Passion. In black over sil¬ 
ver, 27,000 miles, £30 road tax.£4,995 

07 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club. In black, 

92,000 mile diesel, 7 seater .£4,995 

07 CITROEN C4 1.6 HDi VTR Coupe. In light met 

blue, 55,000 miles, diesel at.£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 3-dr. In silver, 80,000 

miles, full body kit, superb at.£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 3-dr. In black, 63,000 

miles, air con .£4,995 

04 VW Golf 2.0S Diesel 3-dr. In Platinum Silver, 

38,000 miles, fantastic economy.£4,995 

59 CHEVROLET Aveo 12LS 5-dr. In silver, 21,000 

mile hatch at.£4,995 

57 SKODA Fabia 2 1.4 5-dr in black, 60,000 miles, 

a/c, c/d, alloys.£4,795 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique (new shape) 3-dr. 

In black, 75,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,495 

07 PEUGEOT 107 Urban Life 5-dr. In bright yellow, 

25,000 miles, £20 road tax.£4,495 

07 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Life 5-dr. Tonic blue, 

automatic, 56,017 miles, A/C .£4,495 

56 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club. In met blue, 44,000 

miles, low insurance.£4,495 

56 PEUGEOT 307 1.6S 5-dr Auto. In black, 56,000 

miles, alloys etc.£4,495 

06 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Privilege 5-dr. In red, 44,000 

miles, high specification .£4,495 

07 CITROEN Cl Rhythm 5-dr. In red, £20 road tax 

and low insurance.£4,295 

56 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi Diesel SXi 3-dr in met 

grey, 71,000 miles, 1 owner .£3,995 

55 RENAULT Clio 1.6 Dynamique S. In burnt orange, 

59,000 miles with a/c .£3,995 

55 CITROEN Cl Rhythm 5-dr. In met blue, 22,000 

miles, 1 owner .£3,995 

54 FORD Focus 170ST. In met blue, 64,000 miles, 

A/C etc.£3,995 

05 SKODA Fabia 1.2 5-dr. In silver, 60,000 miles £3,495 
54 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-dr. In black, 

62,000 miles.£3,495 

53 FORD Fusion 3. In red, 54,000 miles, 2 owners, 

A/C, alloys etc.£3,295 

07 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6SX 5-dr. In silver, 43,000 

miles, FSH .£3,295 

03 SMART City Pulse Auto. In black, low running 

costs + £30 road tax.£2,995 

51 SMART Passion 600 Auto (Left Hand Drive). 

In red/silver, 52,000 miles.£2,495 

Y MAZDA Premacy 1.8 Atlantis in met blue, 43,000 
miles. Excellent example.£1,995 



56 MINI Cooper 'S' 
Checkmate 

Metallic Blue, 50,000 miles, A/C, leather 

£7,495 



05 SKODA Fabia 1.2 5-dr 


In silver, 60,000 miles 


£3,495 



04 VW Golf 2.0 S 
Diesel 3-dr 

In platinum silver, 38,000 miles 


£4,995 



52 JEEP Cherokee 3.7 


LTD Auto 

In bronze with black leather, 
go anywhere at 


£3,995 



01 HONDA Stream SE Sport 


7 Seater, in light metallic green, 
85,000 mile estate at 

£2,495 


R BC 

WARRANTIES 

All cars su 

Just a small sel 

pplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

Lection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 

R BC 

WARRANTIES 


01446 722600 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • All MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


black) orse 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
































































































































36 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, April 12th, 2012 



GEM sport 


Wet weather doesn’t 
stop Cowbridge RFC 
earning a vital win 


On a wet but partic- through injury, 
ularly still Saturday 
afternoon 
Cowbridge RFC 
welcomed Cefn 
Cribwr RFC to the 
Athletic ground 
hoping to avenge an 
away defeat earlier 
in the season that 
saw a number of 

key Cowbridge Pushed^ wid' e r Minutes forjhe corner) 
players unavailable later Morgan had 


opportunity to redeem over, the on-song when he pounced on a 
another Morgan again adding the clever kick through by 
extras. 


Cowbridge work 
hard in under- 
15 hockey finals 


THE Cowbridge 
under-15 hockey 
team, comprising of 
year-9 and 10 girls, 
played in the coun¬ 
ty hockey finals at 
Glantaf on a beauti¬ 
ful sunny day. 

Glantaf, Corpus 
Christi and Howell’s 
were the opponents. In 
the first game with 
Corpus Christi the pos¬ 
session was evenly 
matched with Izzy Eddy 
Williams showing her 
skills around the pitch, 
Niamh Gallagher, Millie 
Green and Ellie Eddy 
Williams doing well in 
defence and Rosa 
Hartman showing some 
good touches in attack. 

In the second half 
Corpus Christi were 
awarded a penalty kick 
and a short comer which 
they scored off. Sophie 
Thomas did well in goal 


Cowbridge started as himself with 
they meant to go on with attempt at goal after 
the first massive hit of midfield offside which he 
the day coming from duly converted. 

Luke Adams after five From the restart ref’s part as to who was taken 

minutes on the trouble- Cowbridge attacked responsible for a ‘dump’ 

some Cefn Nol3. relentlessly, but dropped tackle on the Cefn No7. 

Cowbridge were passes due to a greasy Unfortunately, 
awarded a simple penalty ball curtailed the forays, 
chance from a tackle area Another midfield offside catch the referee’s eye, crowd when he dropped 

infringement which out- f rom the Cefn No 12 and was sent to the bin. a goal from his own 10- 

side half Carwyn Morgan allowed Morgan to kick Taking advantage, metre line! 

f ~r the corner. Cefn broke the line to It seemed to be in the 

The resultant lineout score. This was uncon- bag for Cowbridge, but 

saw the Cefn No6 verted for a half-time was not yet finished, and 

infringing at the break- score of Cowbridge 17. 

down and the ref had no Cefn Cribwr 12. 

From the restart, a 
high-counter up 
Morgan again kicked for under fielded by 

the comer and a magnifi- Pellegrotti saw the Cefn cessful with the conver- 
cent trademark driving No 12 commit a danger- sion for a full-time score 
lineout resulted in skip- ous tackle and he was of Cowbridge 31 
Llewellyn duly sent to the bin, 


but couldn’t save the 
shots. Cowbridge lost 2- 
0. 

In the second game 
against Howell’s there 
were several injuries to 
the Howell’s girls but 
they were the better team 
and scored three goals, 
but Cowbridge did claim 
one back by Eliza Smith. 

In the last game the 
Cowbridge girls put up a 
good fight but Glantaf 
scored two goals, before 
going on to win the com¬ 
petition. 

Well done to all of the 
team: Sophie Thomas, 
Megan Warburton, Ellie 
Eddy Williams, Clare 
Davies, Millie Green, 
Niamh Gallagher, Olivia 
Brown, Izzy Eddy 
Williams, Eliza Smith, 
Hannah Woodward, 
Kate Llewellyn, Rosa 
Hartman, Evie Williams, 
Georgia Hughes and 
Hannah Hopkins. 

LJ 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Bippers 

Trwfcla 

VW Transported 
Spurriers 
Jumbo Vans 
Luton Removal 
Vans 

Upper trucks 
Crew cab (fropoidco 



yyicK< 01656 ) 


660160 


Full details available on our wateite 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 


choice but to send him to 
the bin for ten minutes. 


scmm half Pound, but the 
There seemed to be referee disallowed what 
some confusion on the appeared to be a well- 
try. From the 
resultant drop out a 
moment of sublime skill 
wing from Morgan delighted 
Liam Rowland seemed to the now-vociferous 


clever kick through 
saw Liam Rowland get 
his just rewards by 
and pouncing over in the cor- 
Ilia ner. Morgan was unsuc- 


per Ross 

crossing the whitewash Morgan was unsuccess- 
with Carwyn Morgan ful with the penalty. 


adding the extras from 
the touchline. 

Some great 
work from 
Birchenough 
Carwyn Davies 
Cowbridge secure some 


Cefn 

Cribwr 12, 

Overall a great per¬ 
formance from the boys 
With Cowbridge back despite some early han- 
they dling errors. Credit must 


Cefn with the team for this top 
three clash. 

A big thanks to all the 


to full strength 

lineout began to turn the screw also go to the coaches 
Steve and exerted sustained who have worked hard 
and pressure on the 
saw pack. 

The Cefn tactic of 

great first-phase posses- wheeling the scrummage spectators who came 
sion, with the back row was not working and down despite the rain, the 
partnership of Jac their next put in was boys really appreciated 
Williams and Luke Boys turned over to see them your vocal support, 
running amok, turning infringe at the break- We are now guaran- 
over ball at will. down. Morgan was to teed third place and can 

However, a defensive punish them again with a still pip Cefn Cribwr for 
lapse at 35 minutes much penalty conversion. second place if all results 

against the run of play A break involving go our way. The final 
saw the Cefn No9 go Lougher, Birchenough three games are 
over unchallenged under and Rowland took Blaengarw away this 
the posts and the conver- Cowbridge to the Cefn Saturday, followed by 
sion was successful. 22 and Morgan was per- Rhigos at home on April 
Another superb kick to fectly placed for a drop 21 and Ogmore Vale at 
the comer from Morgan, goal attempt with which home on April 28, so 
and again the trademark he was successful. come and support the 

catch and drive from the Another moment of boys for what should be a 
lineout, resulted in the controversy, again rousing climax to the 
ever-hard-working prop involving speedy wing season, 

Jon Phillips crossing Liam Rowland, ensued 


RV/RK/NJ 


Vale success at 
Monmouth races 


The huge crowd farm. Hanmer (21), who 


which turned up at 
a well watered - at 
great expense - 
Llanvapley were 


has had around 30 rides, 
made a name for himself 
in his younger days in the 
showing world. 

Beth Roberts’ Chesnut 


rewarded with a Annie took the Ladies’ 


afternoon’s Open Race for the fourth 
year on the bounce, com- 

ThTopening Dodson j?g ho “ e , a dist f “ , in 
front of sole rival Shake 

The Bottle , whose rider 


good 

racing. 


and Horrell PPORAClub 
Members Race for 


Novice Riders saw the J achel Leyshon made a 
pacemaking Chandlers brave attempt to give 
Cross (Charlotte Wales most P°P ular 

Prichard) pipped on the point-to-pointer a race, 
post - the official verdict A } ot of credlt must S° 
was a length-by the Dai *e connections of 
Rees-owned and trained S M e . The Bottle for 
Major Decision, which declaring their horse, 


gave Wayne Maskill his 
fourth winner of the sea¬ 
son and third win on this 
ten-year-old Saddler’s 
Hall gelding. 

Maesteg’s Simon 
Jones’ Cutlass 
scored a five lengths win 
over the favourite Direct 
Line in the Connolly’s 


thus avoiding a walk¬ 
over and giving racego¬ 
ers another chance to see 
the amazing ‘ Annie ’ in 
action. 

Loudest cheers of the 
^Silver day were ^ or * oca * rider 
Chris West who won the 
Restricted on Kilshanna, 
who like Penyfan Dawn 


Red Mills Intermediate is by Bachi Kilshanna a 

Race. A chance ride for ™ ner at Howlck earl ‘ er 
this season, won by 


Rilly Goschen, who was 
standing in for her great 
friend Jody Sole. 

The men’s open race 


season, won 
seven lengths from 
Beyond Dreams. Both 
divisions of the split 


resulted in a dead-heat “ aiden w ° n ^ 

between David Brace’s Bradle 7 Gibbs who_ has 


Khachaturian 
Mathias) and Penyfan 
Dawn (Kris Hanmer). 


(John been in cracking form 
this season. 


Bradley took the first 


The former made P 3 " on Fres h '* 


nearly all the running as 
usual but Hanmer, who 


Fever, which survived a 
last fence blunder to win 


was chalking up his first by eight lengths from the 
winner, brought Penyfan front-running Commode, 
Dawn with a good late a “ d second part on 

„ « . , A/zi A/I /irz» lA/nicn/yv'c 


run to force a dead-heat. 
Hanmer rides out for 


No More Whispers, 
owned and trained by 


Vaughan, who was there Luke Price who made all 
to see his former charge t0 b e ? 1 Tittle Thorp. 
Penyfan Dawn in action. Price also trains 
Now owned and trained Fresh s Fever who gave 
hv the Vale of Rhondda foreman scaf- 
Glamorgan’s Julie folder Michael Bassett a 
Williams, Penyfan Dawn winn “-. *o More 


Whispers, which cost just 
£500 at the Ascot Sales, 


UNDER-12s NO FOOLS AS 
THEY DEFEAT RHIWBINA 


is by Bach who, as it hap¬ 
pens, is standing at David , , ,, . 

Brace’s Bridgend stud has had his problems, but 
a change of riding tactics 
certainly paid off here. 

Welsh hunt racing is 
mourning the death of 
Abergavenny’s Grenville 
Richards, who will be 


April fools morning saw the Cowbridge 
under-12s head to Cardiff to take on 
Rhiwbina. Both sides were looking to 
bounce back after Blues Cup quarter¬ 
final defeats recently. 

The game started with the teams trading posses¬ 
sion several times and this pattern of play looked set 
to continue. 

Max Cunnington had different ideas however, 
and receiving the ball on the half-way line he saw a 
half gap and powered through Rhiwbina’s hitherto 
solid defence to score the first try, which went 
unconverted. 

There then followed some ferocious contesting 
for the ball from both sides with several of the for¬ 
wards, particularly Sam Corkill, in the thick of it as 
usual. 

Eventually Cowbridge sprang one of the best 
moves of the game which involved Evan Williams 
going on not one but two of his mazy runs, offload¬ 
ing to Rhys Bradshaw, who in turn offloaded impec¬ 
cably to Sam for a diving try across several defend¬ 
ers and, more importantly, the try line; the conver¬ 
sion came by Evan. 

Rhiwbina picked up their game and their No4 
was given the space to show his pace to score a con¬ 
verted try for a half-time score of 7-12. 


At the restart Rhiwbina picked up where they left 
off with their No4 again evading tacklers and scor¬ 
ing a converted try. 

This awoke the Cowbridge players, who now had 
to work hard to get back into the game. Evan 
received the ball out wide on the right but had no 
momentum. 

No matter, as a couple of sidesteps and dropping 
of the shoulders later had him touching the ball 
down for his first try, much to the bewilderment of 
the crowd; the conversion was by Morgan Gore. 

There followed a period of several good 
Cowbridge attacks, most notably a storming run 
from Sam which took several defenders to stop. 

This led several phases later to Rhys Bradshaw 
offloading and receiving back the ball in a slick one- 
two move which resulted in his try; conversion 
came from Evan. 

Cowbridge’s final try came from another trade¬ 
mark Max run, who when up to speed is near impos¬ 
sible to stop. The conversion by Morgan gave a final 
score of Rhiwbina 14, Cowbridge 33. 

Despite a handful of players being mentioned 
several times make no mistake this was a good team 
performance. Everyone performed admirably and 
mistakes were few and far between. 

NM 


associated with those two 
good point-to-pointers 
Fixed Price and Dainty 
Dolly. 

Grenville, a former 
joint-master of the 
Talybont Hunt, was 
something of a character. 
My favourite story of 
Grenville’s concerns a 
quite famous rider who 
on one occasion, after 
riding one of Grenville’s 
winners, answered a 
question I put to him by 

calling me a ‘silly b.r’. 

I thought little of it hav¬ 
ing been called a lot 
worse in my time. 

However, that very 
evening, I received a 
telephone call from the 
said rider telling me that 
Grenville had told him 
that unless he phoned me 
up to apologise for his 
off-the-cuff comment he 
would never ride a horse 
of his ever again. 

Jordan Williams (13), 
riding his mother's 14- 
year-old Oscar, caused 
something of a surprise 
in the 138cms pony race 
by beating Ninefield 
Millionaire’s Delight, 
partnered by Harry 
Cobden. Jordan, a pupil 
of Rhymney 

Comprehensive School, 
was riding his 12th win¬ 
ner. Harry also had to set¬ 
tle for second place in the 
148cms pony race as 
Total Eclipse, ridden by 
Hannah Welch, proved 
too speedy for his mount 
Calypso. 

TUDOR DOUBLE 
Cowbridge’s James 
Tudor landed a double 
at the Kimberwell 
Point-To-Point with 
More Trouble in the 
confined and Fly Direct 
in the restricted race. 

Tom David took the 
men’s on at the Vale of 
Clune on Owencurra and 
at the Ludlow meeting 
Rae Jones’ Up There 
took the men’s open race 
under James Ridley. 

BRIAN LEE 


Colwinston CC 
is looking for 
new players 


COLWINSTON 
Cricket Club wel¬ 
comes anyone who 
enjoys social crick¬ 
et. 

All our games are 
friendlies and played in 
good spirit. So if you are 
a teenager who wants to 
develop a bit or are 
somewhat older and 
enjoy a game and good 
company, then CCC is 
for you. 

Home games take 
place at The Village 
Field, Colwinston. The 
mid wicket/cover bound¬ 
ary is famous for being 


short and players are dis¬ 
couraged from hitting 
the ball too often into the 
adjoining fields. 

The ethos of the club 
is simple. All members 
are welcome, regardless 
of ability. 

We have a youth poli¬ 
cy so that usually means 
the team includes 
teenagers as well as 
more experienced play¬ 
ers. 

For more details, con¬ 
tact lan Foxall on 07734 
863529, or email: 
ian. foxall @ hotmail. com 

MB 




















